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Question thus passed.

Hon. J1. W. KIRWAN, I move--
That the resolution be transmitted by

message to the Legislative Assemnbly for
its concurrenoe.
Qumestion put and passed.

MJOTION-SANDALWOOD TRADE
MONOPOLY.

])ebate resuintd fromt 3 lsit October on
motion by Hon. E. H. Gray-

That all papers (including fenders) re-
lating to the proposal of the Government
to grant a monopoly in the trade of sandal-
wood be laid upon the Table of the House.

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing--South-West) [6.8]: The pipers
asked for by tho bon. member have been
laid on the Table in another place. This does
away with the necessity for debating the
question any further. The papers are now
available to all members of this Chamber.
It therefore, ask Mr. Gray to withdraw his
motion.

Hon. E.t H. GRAY: With the permission
of the House, I will withdraw the motion.

'Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

RESOLUT CON-ESPERANCE NORTH-
WARDS RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Assembly's Message.
Message from the Legislative Assembly, re-

questing the Council 's concurrence in the fol-
lowing resolution, now considered-

That in the opinion of this House the
Government should obtain the necessary
authority as early as possible to extend the
Esperasee Northwards railway line (new
in course of construction) so that it may
junction, with the existing lines of the State
at Norseman.

The MTNISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J1. Ewing--South-West [6.121: I move-

That the Assembly's resolution be agreed
to.

It would be only courtesy on our part to
agree to this resolution, notwithstanding the
fact that we have already carried a motion
dealing with the same subject. Mr. IKirwn
wishes to send his motion to the Assembly for
its concurrence. In view of the vote that
bas just been taken it seems that this House
bas'agreed that the railway should be built
as early as possible.

Hon. J1. W. KIRWAN (South) [6.13]: 1
protest against this House being put into Suich
an absurd position as to be asked to agree

to a resolution which is entirely contrary to
the motion that we have just carried by the
overwhelming majority of 16 to 5. If the
resolution of the Legislative Assembly is to
be Sent hack to that Chamber, we should
send it back amended in conformity with the
motion we have just carried. It would be an
extraordinary thing if two motions so dis-
tinctly contrary to one another left this
House as if we had agreed to both. We can-
not agree to both. The difference between
the two motions is vital. I protest against
the action of the Leader of the House in
asking its to pass this resolution in its pre.
seat form,. I could not vote for that. The
best course to adopt is to send the resolution
back to the Assembly in an amended formn,
with the request that they should concur in
that amendment. The po~sition is somewhat
difficult. We have already decided to send
our own motion to the Legislative Assembly.
It is, therefore, difficult to know what is the
best course to pursue, but the best course is
not that suggested by the Leader of the
House, which would place this Chamber in
a curious position.

On motion by Hon. J. Duffell, debate ad-
jouned.

House adjourned at 6.16 pm.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

CONDOLENC-THE LATE LADY
WITTENOOM.

President's acknowledgmaent.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have re-
ceived the following letter:-

Dear Mr. Stubbs,-I have duly received
your letter of the tat November, conveying
to me the sypathetic resolution which was
passed by the members of your House in
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connection with my late bereavement.
Thanking you for your personal sympathy,
and with my kind regards, Yours sincerely,
E. H. Wittenoom.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
31r. Johnston and the Queensland Insurance

Co., Ltd.
Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin)

(4.40]: I wish to make a personal explain
tion. Lest week I asked some questions here
regarding the operations of a new insurance
company. Since then I have received from
a member of the other House, the Ron. J.
Duffel], a letter addressed to him by the West-
em Australian manager of the Queensland
Insurance Co., Ltd. As I have no desire to
do an injustice to the Queesland Insurance
Company, which is a well-known, old-estab-
lished, and highly reputable insurance com-
pany, I should like to read the letter to the
House.

Mr. Under~rood: The questions should
never have been allo~wed, anyhow.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The letter is dated the
3rd instant, and is airned G. Kerruish,
iager for Western Australia. It reads-

Perth, 3rd November, 1923.'Dear Mr. Duffell,-My attention has been
drawn to the questions put to the Premier
by Mr. B. B. Johnston, relating to the
activities of the Queensland Probate Insur-
ance Company Ltd., vide "West Austra-
lian" of lot instant, end as it is quite
within reason to suppose that a number of
the insuring public may confuse that com-
pany with ours owing to the similarity of
title, I would esteem it a favour if you
-would kindly bring the letter under the
notice of Mr. Johnston with the object of
prevailing upon him to take an opportunity
of explaining that his questions had no
bearing on, or -reference to, our company.
Would you inform Mr. Johnston that we
fully appreciate that when drawing up his
questions he had no intention of causing
us any misgivings; on the contrary, I am
sure he is not unfriendly disposed toward
us. You will doubless remember that when
we leared that the Queensland Probate Co.intended operating in W.A., I was so con-
cerned. that I rote my general manager
at Sydney pointing out the confusion that
was likely to arise, and it was rather a
pity that owing to the company having
been registered in Queensland just prior
to our objection, no action could be taken.
Personally I consider the Registrar InQueensland should not have permitted re-
gistration under their present title, as upon
reference to their articles I find that they
are permitted to write fire and accident in-
surance in addition to probate life business.
Whereas the company in question only
camne into being within the past two yeavs,
our company has operated since 1885; and
indeed our directors and shareholders arc
extremely proud of the company's financial

strength and the popularity it enjoys
through out the Commonwealth. if Mr.
Johinston would refer to the Queensland
Probate Company as &. company of recent
origin, writing ostensibly life business, and
our company as a fire, marine and accident
company established in the year 1885, it
would convey to the public that there is no
connection between these companies. In
view of the foregoing, I would be grtefuil
if you would have the matter cleared up
in the manner indicated.

QUESTION-WYNDA.vI MEAT
WORKS.

Retainers to en-employees.
Mr. MANN asked the Premier:, 1, Are any

es-employees of Wyndhiam Meat Works being
paid a weekly retainer till next season com-
niences9 2, If go, how many? 3, What were
their positions at the works last season, and
what amount is being paid to each ax-
employeeI

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, in accord-
ance with the practice of the trade generally.
2 and 3, The number to be retained will not
be definitely decided until the arrival of the
ivorks manager by the "flambra" on the
18th instant,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr. Willeock, leave of ab-

sence for four weeks granted to the member
for Forrest (Mr. 0 'Loghlen) on the round
of ill-health.

On motion by Mr. Mullany, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks ranted to the member
for Mt. Margaret (Hon. G3. Taylor) en the
round of ill-health.

PfbLL-PNJARA-DWARDA RAILWAY
EXTENSION ACT A'MENDMENT.

Returned from the Council without arnt-ml-
nient.

ANNTAL ESTIMATES, 1922-23.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 6th November; Mr.
Angelo in the Chair.

Department of Railways, Hon. J1. Scaddan,
Minister.

Vote-Railwaysq, E2,23,000 (partly con-
sidered):

Mr. WILSON (Collie) [4.41]): First of
all I wish to congratulate the Minister for
Railways and the Commissioner of Railways
on their endeavours to bring the expenditure
of the department within reach Of the in-
come. I would not have said muceh on this
vote but for the fact that certain references
to coal supplies have been made during tbe
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discussion. As I am looked upon as being the
member for icoal, it is only fair that I should
give some expression to what I believe. With
regard to the new agreement which has been
entered into, I consider that the Government
have made a fair bargain for themselves so
far as price is concerned, and also givn a
fair deal in regard to the wages under the
industrial agreement operating in the Collie
coal industry. The new agreement secures a
continuity of the present rate of wages, which
is a thing on which I can heartily congratulate
the House and also the State. Regarding the
term of the agreement, let me point out that
up to the outbreak of the war the term had
always been three years: from 1905 to 1908,
from 1908 to 1911, and from 1911 to 1914,
the last being during the Labour Govern-
meat's time. Then we come to war-time.
The agrecit-nt terminated about the tine that
the war broke out, consequently a renewal
wee put off repeatedly. Incidentally let me
remark that the Newcastle trade obtained an
advance of Is. in 1914, At the end of the
following year, when the hank to bank strike
occurred, the matter was referred to an arbi-
trator in the pberson ef .rudae Eduin0ids. 'who
ranted an advance of 2s. 7d. per ton. I say

advisedly that if it was good enough for the
Newcastle miners to get such an advance in
their wages, it was also good enough for the
coal miners here. As the Premier has often
jokingly said, I led my men across and got
the mnv. Io Eimilar circumstances I
would do so again. The coal miner here is
entitled to be remunerated for his work just
as much as, the Newcastle miner. The agree-
ment is all right from those two standpoints,
In't nevertheless a sad mistake has been
made. The mistake is that the new agree-
ment excludes new fields from its operation
for the next three years- The old agreement
had a clause whicb set forth that the Com-
missioner was entitled to use 20 per cent. of
a portion of the department's consumption
for the purpose of helping the development
of new fields, or of new mines discovered at
Collie or elsewhere. The prospects of de-
velopments in new coal finds sre good, and
should not be lost sight of. There is at Wilga,
an extensive deposit on which a considerable
amount of money has been spent; and the
indications of good coal there are sufficienat
to warrant attention from the Government.
Another seam has been found at Collie,
and is looked upon as being the finest in that
district. Yet that seam, like the Wilga dis-
covery, is to be left out in the ce'lA for the
next three years. It is usual 'very three
years to have a round table conference in re-
spect of Collie coal. I think it was Mr. Back-
shall who first suirgested it shonld be held, so
as to inculcate into the department ad the
locomotive drivers generally, the benefits of
burning Collie coal exclusively. In passing I
must congratulate the Government, and the
Railway Department, on burning practically
100 per cent. of Collie coal. That has been
brought ahout by these round table conferences.
In 1917 Mr. Angwiii was at one of these con-

ferences. In 1920 another conference wee
held, the Minister for Mines being chairman.
Of this year's conference 1 hare the minute;,
given me by the seeretary of the Miners'I
Union. The conference took place on the
17th August. What I cannot understand
about the allocations made is that some men
on the conference had an interest in another
mine but let the occasion pass, and agreed
with the Government or the department and
the locomotive drivers that coal should be
distributed for the next three years as fol-
lowse: 33 per cent. going to the Proprietary
mine, 20 per cent, to the Westralian mine, 20
per cent, to the Co-operative mine, 14 per
cent. to the Gardiff mine, and 13 per cent. to
the Premier mine. The member for Hannans
(Mr. Munsie) was chairman of the confer-
ence. I cannot understand why no margin
was left to allow the Commissioner to en-
courage any new mines by, permitting them
to come in.

The Minister for Mines: They could not
comec in during the three years agreement,
anyhow.

Mr. WILSON: No, but in the previous
agreement a percentage was left over, to he
given at the discretion of the Commissioner
for developmental work in other mines. No
such provision is made in the new agreement.

Mr. Underwood: In other words, it is an-
other monopoly..

Mr. WILSON; Personally I think the
point was overlooked at the conference.

The Minister for Mfines: I do not think
any new mine could be opened up sufficiently
to supply say substantial quantity during the
next three years.

Mr. WILSON: They could supply a little
coal while developing, and to a new mine
every little helps. The Railway Department
has been at pains to go thirough the Royal
Commissioner 'a report and take out the little
tit-bits that suit it; while overlooking re-
commendations that might be of benefit to the
State. T say advisedly that the mixture of
hard and soft coals produces the best fuel
the engines could hare.

The Minister for Mlines; What about the
cost of mixNing?

Mr. WILSON: That would not be very
much.

The Minister for Mines:- How would you
niix Premier coal with Proprietary coals

MrT. WILSON%: Give me the job of mixing
it, and I will do it.

Mr. Underwood; Some of the coals cannot
be mixed. They discovered that on the trial
ship.

Mr. WILSON: I was on the trial locomo-
tive. There is a difference hetween locomno-
tives nd ships, inasmuch as locomotives have
forced draught to a much greater extent than
have the shills. Most of the hard coals give a
great percentage of ash, and so clinkers
badly. The :oft coals. have less ash. The
mixture, jecnis to relieve both, keeping the
soft coal from flamning too quickly, and put-
tint q bit of life into the hard coal. That
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was the evidence of the drivers appointed by
the Royal Commissioner.

MJr. Underwood: One of them went on
4trike.

Mr. WILSON:- I am not dealing with
strikes now. The engineers, Butcher and Ap-
pleby, declared that the mixture gave the best
results. Drivers all over the State will say
that the mixture of hard and soft coals is
just what they want. By and by we shall be
exhausting the hard coals and will have all
the soft coals left on our bands. Since the
one helps the other, it is up to the department
to see that they are mixed. Then there is
the question of covering the coal in the wagons
and bins. It will probably save the depart-
ment thousands per annum. I am glad to
see the department has now partially adopted
the system, but it should he done exclusively.
It is nothing to lose five or ten per cent.
through the coal on top of the wagon crumb-
ling into dust, which means that it is lost
in the fire or smoke box. We hear continually
that the price of coal ought to be lower. I
agree that it should be, provided the food-
stuffs, clothes and other commodities used by
the mn wvere cheapened alsn. Last year I
asked the Mtinister what the Railway Depart-
ment has saved by using Collie coal over the
past five years. lHe replied that it band made
a total saving of £730,728 in live or six years.
That being so, it is wise to conserve the
fuel. If an efficient mixture can be secured,
then it is uj to the department to look into
the mat-ter and see what can be done. in
regard to the conference and ' the new con-
tract, last session I spoke to the Minister
about introducing a Coal Mines Act Amend-
ment Bill. In July of this year the Minister
opened a conference of the miners called. to
consider suggestions for the draft of the pro-
posed now Bill. On the 13th July I intro-
dreed to the Minister a deputation from the
miners' union on the question of the agree-
meat and regarding mining tinber. The
Mlinister said he would look into it. The next
I knew was that the union had written to the
Commissioner asking was it true that the
Amalgamated Collieries had given notice of
withdrawal from the agreement. That was
found to he true. In the meantime it was
found out that there had been a good deal of
misconception with the companies and the
ileicirtuneiiFt on the Question of what should be
paid for Collie coal. The mining companies
contended that the rise of 3s. given three'
years ago should be given without any re-
duction from that flat rate, because the min
had received an incerase of 3s. The Amalga-
mated Collieries: took uip that stand and said
they were underpaid. The file discloses that
M.Nr. Lynn practically demanded £12,000 ex-
tra payment from the department. The claim
was settled by the payment of £3,250. It
was then suggested that the Amalgamated
Collieries should withdraw from the agreement
because of the alteration of system of pay-
ment. Uinder the old agreements they were
paidl on the C'ar; enter calorimeter. The re-
commendation of the 'Royal Commissioner was
that the Carpenter calorimeter, being obso-

lete, should be replaced by the Bomb calor-
imeter. After a delay of several years, due
to the wvar, a Bomb calorimeter was secuired
and the clash in the difference in payments
was the result.

The 'Minister for Mines: That is the only
difference it could make, for the Coal Tribu-
nal fixes the basic price.

Mr. WILSON: The Commissioner recn-
mended that 500 htn. was the difference be-
tween the Carpenter calorimeter and the Bomb
calorimeter. They say "You make the Bomb
calorimeter 10,000 b.tu. as against the Car-
penter calorimeter 10,500 b.t.u. T suppose
the Department can now explain why they
make the standard price 19 s. per ton for
9,900 b.t.n. The contract was fixed up, signed
and sealed -with the Amalgamated Collieries,
but one company was left out. I want to give
credit where credit is due. When the Depart-
meat wantedl to make an agreement with a
small company different from that which they
gave the Amalgamated Collieries, the Minis-
ter stepped in and said, ''There can be no
two differently worded agreements with two
companies; the agreement made with the big
company must also be given to the smaller
company. " I asked the Minister to-day
whether he had received any notification about
the arbiti-ation agreed upon between the Rail-
way Department and the Premier Company
which is to take place at Collie, In passing
I might refer to the appointment of the arbi-
trator, The gentleman who has been asked to
carry out this duty is the Inspector of Mnhes.
Thousands of pounds are involved in the ques-
tion, and the inspector is appointed without
being asked whether he is agreeable to under-
take the job. No mention is made of pay-
ment for his services, and it may not be out
of place here to state that he is the only In-
spector of 'Mines in the State who has a ticket,
yet he is on the lowest wage rung of the
ladder for inspectors.

The Minister -for Mines: He is a good man,
anyhow.

'Mr. WILSON: And it is about time you
paid him accordingly. He passed a very' stiWf
examination in New South Wale;, an exam-
ination that is harder than any in England.
The Minister gives this officer extra work to
do and does not suggest anything aboat pay-
meat. Another matter I wish the Minister to
look into is the question of paying what is
owing to the Premier Company by the Rail-
way, Department.

The Minister for Mines: Whiat about the
money they owe to the department?

Mr. WILSO.N: If one company can get
£3,250 from the Railway Department, surely
a smaller oompany that d-annot fight a law
ease on account of its resources should. -also
get something in proportion. The, amount is
only a few hundred pounds, and that to an
infant concern might be the means of keeping
it going. I1 desire to say a few words in re-
gard to the deputation I introduced to the
Premier a few weeks back on the subject of
the slackness of trade at Collie. I drewr at-
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tention at that deputation to the face that
men from Collie were threatening to leave the
State, and that the Government should step
in to prevent the depletion of the population
in that district. I pointed out that the total
trade at Collie had been on the decrease for
some time back, and that that was to a greaL.
extent due to the fact that the bunkering
trade' was not coming here. The figures in
this respct for the last three years have
du;indied from 116,000 tons to 99,000 tons and
then to 51,000 tons. The total trade for the
nine months of 1923 amounted to 3361,000
tons, which was a falling off compared wvith
the corresponding nine moaths of last year.
I pointed out, too, that the falling off in the
bunkering in coat alone meant a loss of
£100,000 to the State, and that in round
figures the total loss on this account alone
was about £E160,000. I suggested that some
inquiries should be made into the cause of
this. We should know why we are losing so
much trade. In addition to the loss of 19a.
a ten which is obtained for the coal at the
pit's mouth, the 'Railway Department lose 12.
4d. a ton in freight by the reduced trade.
Then there has to be remembered the loss sus-
tained by the lumapers who handle the coal on
the wharves. There should be a means by
which we could ascertain why this loss is oc-
curring. When the Commissioner of Rail-
ways tells us that the price of coal has in-
creased since 1914 from le, to The. 6d. per
ton at the present time, a difference of prac-
tically 80 per cent., he forgets to state that
he himself has increased freights by over 1100
per cent. That increase is too much. If by
any chance we could get the freights reduced
by Is. or 2a. per ton to the seaport, that would
assist to. restore the industry to some extent
to its former basis. I trust the Minister will
cause some investigation to be made. I was
asked by the Miners' Union at Collie to sub-
mit a motion to the House in the direction of
demanding an inquiry, but if the Minister
says that he will see that one is conducted, I
shall stay my haud. The Minister told us
that in 1923 the avernge price of New South
Wales coal at the pit's mouth was 16s. 7d,"
while in Western Australia it was 19s, The
Minister, however, forgets that the coal he
generally gets from the Eastern States, costs
21s. 9d. per ton and not l6s. 7d. He brings
into his average Lithgow and other cheap
coals in order to inflate the price of Collie
coal. The price of best coal in New South
Wales is 21s. 9id. f.o.b., Newceastle. I got this
figure from the Commissioner yesterday.
Therefore the statement made by the Minister
is only a half-truth. When the Leader of the
Opposition was speaking the other evening,
the member for M.%t. Magnet (11on. M4. F.
Troy) interjected that the Qovernment were
the only consumers of Collie coal. That ise
not so. The position is one of fifty-fifty.
Last year the State took 236,434 tons of Collie
coal'wbile the bunkering trade accounteil for
over 200,000 tons. I regret very much that
the Railway Department did not see 6it to

make provisionL for s9curiug (oal from the
new seams, because it is only' by doing that
that we can hope to get the best results. If
it is not now too late I suggest that the Min-
iqter should give all a chance. There is plenty
of room for nll, even Irwin, where the pros-
pects are said to b- encouraging. if the coal
there is what it is said to be, it should be
given a ehance. Toi my opinion it is the soft
coal iunsures of Collie. At the same time it
is a valuable asset.

The Minister for Mfines: But Irwin cannot
hope to begin to supply wvithin three years,
and they are not certain where they axe yet.

'Mr. WILSON:\ If they had anm incentive,
those connec ted with the enterprise at Irwin
would no doubt go on with their efforts

The MIinister for Mimes: They would have
the whole of the Mfidland Railway to them-
selves.

Mr. WILSON: Wilga is in the same posi-
tion, Then there is the Grifflin Syndicate who
were, working a miiie, and they are tied up
to the extent of some thousands of pounds. A
word or two about ramps. We have heard of
gold and oil ramps; we have also had coal
ramps. I exposed one some years ago in the
Donnybrook district where a man was foolish
enough to drop some NeWCAstle Coal in a
shaft. Any coal miner can tell New-
castle coal by merely looking at it.
This mani-his name was 0O'Grady-brought
the piece of Coal to this Rouser and at that
time 'Mr. Gregory was Minister for Mines.
I was sent for and, of course, we had a
drink--

The Minister for MNines: That was the end
of the chapter.

'Mr. WVILSON: -No, it was the beginning of
it. O'Grady had a couple of bags full of
coal specimens with him and taking out a
piiece said, ''That is nice coal)' Then dip-
10inug into the other bag he remarked, '"I
don1't like this so well.'' ''No,'' I replied,
''hut I wish I had three feet of it; it is
abhut the best piece of Newcastle coal r have
seen.'' The mian went away with a Cslyx
drill and a promise of help from Mfr. Gregory.
I told Mr. G~regory that it was Newcastle
coal, but not to mind my assurance and to
send down a man to inspect the locality. The
officer went down and later reported that the
coal was foreign to the locality it was sup-
posed to have came from. The other day I
wras passing a tailor's shop when I was in-
vited to enter and inspect a sample of coal.
"That 's a nice piece of coal; it came from
Wilga," was the greeting. I replied quickly,
"I'm damned sure it did not' I urged
my friend to take it to Dr. Simpson, but the
reply was, "'I will get another piece' I
said, "No, a piece of this will do." Then I
remarked that I had saved one man from
going to gaol some years before, and I had
no intention of saving anyone else. Lately
the inspector of mines from Collie proceeded
to get some coal from one of these fields and
Mr. Wilson, of the Department, was with him.
A piece of Newcastle coal was put in their
bauid-; as a samnple of what the district was
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producing, That piece of Newcastle coal is
still with the inspector at his office in Collie.
These things should not be permitted.
The inspectors and the department should
see that no analysis is given unless
they first take the coal from a gutter,
cut down the coal seam by themselves, clean
the pavement, and take their own samples.
We know that no oil can be found on a
granite formation.

The Minister for Mines: Or soap factories.

Mr, Wi. JN: Our coal has enough to
fight without having to fight down prejudices
that have arisen against it. I hope the Min-
ister will take into consideration the effect
of what is meant by giving the whole of the
coal contract without any jurisdiction being
permitted to the Commissioner to apportion
some of the supplies to any new mine that
may be discovered. Coal is the essence of
commercial life. If we do not get it in
Collie, we may get it nearer to Fremantle.
I hope the Minister will look into the ques-
tions I have referred to, such as the coveringI
of coal and the mixing of coal, and also that
they will give the people at Wilga a fair
chanco of getting on their feet.

Mr, A. THOMISON (Ratanniug) (5.17]):-
1 congratulate the Railway Department upon
its improved financial position. If I may
say so in all humility, T regret Parliament
dlid not two years ago assist mne, in an en-
deavour to hare the Estimates reduced by 10
per cent. The results have shown that it
was quite possible for the Railway Depart-
ment to haive initiated economies which have
since been brought into existence, and aire
being added to day by day. I sympathise
with the Commissioner of 'Railways. We are
paying himi £2,000 a year for his services.
I do not speak of him in a personal 'way for
I hare a great admiration for him. I believe
he is doing his hest to place the railways on
a sotnd financial basis. We are paying him
this salary to carry out the policy of the
Government anid this cramps him in one way.
on thle other haud, hie is cramped by the
awards of the Arbitration Court. It speaks
volumes for him and his officers that they
have been able to achieve such excellent re-
sults, despite these handicaps. I am not
going to appear as a. carping critic, hut I do
think the Railway Department should not
continue to build island platforms in country
towns. This system was inaugurated by Mr.
J. T. Short. It is inconvenient for the people.
In the country districts people have either
to cross hy an overhead ibridge or go through
a subway in order to reach the island plat-
form, or they have to break the regulations
and cross over the railway line. At Mount
Barker the Government are spending £7,000
in the construction of a station. No Pro-
Vision is made there for means of access
front the business side of the town to the
railwav. The people will in the future, as
in the post, have to walk across the line or
clamber over obstacles at night time in order
to reh the platform. Many people have
fallen into the engine pit whilst doing this.

The same thing happeaed at Katanning until
the Railway Department filled in the pit. I
hope the Railway Department 'will cut out
these island platforms in the country districts.
At Mount Barker the department is erecting
a station on one side only, and there is no
verandah on the opposit.e aide.

The Minister for Mdines: We are doing what
you suggest.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It is still an island
platform.

The Minister for Mines: Mt. Barker has
business people on both sides of the line.

Mr. A. THOMSON: All the business houses
and hotels are on one side, and 90 per cent.
of the people wishing to catch a train have
either to cross the railway or drive round.
The same thing applies at Tambellup, whore
there is an island platform. The bulk of the
business people live on one side and they hate
to cross the line in order to catch a train. At
night time this is a. source of danger to them.
I have had to clamber over trucks in order
to reach the house of accommodation there.
Island platforms in the country towns are a
mistake and must he more expensive to work.

The Minister for M,%ines:. They- are not.
Mr. A. THOMSO-N: At all events, they

arc 'inconvenient for the public. We are en-
deavouving to foster our primary industries
Consideration should. be given to building
them up in the coontry districts. I refer
particularly to flour mills. The Itatanning
miller had to carry on business in the metro-
politan area because that was more adjacent
to the port of export. The Narrogin flour
mills had to do the same thing. It is the
policy of every section of the community to
foster a spirit of decent ralisation. Some eon-
sideration should be paid to the ncees-
sity for giving those who are manufacturing
commodities for export, such as flour,, a
cheaper freight on the railways to enable
them to compete with the town millers. A
large quantity of offal is consumed iii the
country districts. If we could encourage the
gristiug of flour in the country the Govern-
ment would he taking a step in the right
direction. Attention has been drawn by some
of my constituents to the anomalies in the
charges imposed by the Railway Department
on what are called "'smnalls."' If a. person
wishes to send a small parcel to, a country
district he can do so more cheaply by sending
it through the post office. A parcel of ap-
proximately a pound in weight would cost
about Is. 9d. if it were sent through the
Railway Department, but Is. if sent through
the post, railed to its destination, and de-
livered.

Mr. Lathanm -'You can get it down to your
district for 6d. through the post.

Mr. A. THOMISON: I may be erring on
the side of safety.

Mfr. Latham: Small parcels are cheaper
seat through the post than by vrail.

The Mfinister for Mfines: Don't yoit under-
stand why?

Mr. A. THOMSON: One can send par-
rids cheaper hy post than by rail.
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The Minister for 'Mines:?3 You do nt
know whby.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I know it is a fact
that this anomaly exists.

The Minister for Mines: It is not in
:inonielv.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I have here a reeipt
st-nt to uie by one of my constituents. Ile
ha-d killed a calf anti desired to sell the ak-in
through 'Messs. Elder, Smith & Comprony, at
F'remantle. The total weight was 7lbs. l0ots.
lie received 5is. 10d. for the skin. The corn-
miission amounted to 3d., the railage was 3s.

6id, and the cartage 3d., making a total of 4 s.,
leaving a net return of Is. 10d. In the ordin-
ary circumstances this gentleman was lucky
that he did not have to contribute something
more to the Railway Department for freight.

The Minster for Mines:, What are you prov-
ing by that!

Mr. A. THOMSON: I propose to prove
that the charges on "'smalls" ar.- too high al-
together. When the carriage of 7lbs. l0ots.
costs 3s. 6d. to be taken 240 miles,
there is not much encouragement for those
people who live in the country districts to
give effect to that cla-rion call of the present
Administration:- "Go on the land, young
man, and produce!"'

The Minister for Mines: What does he
preduce?

Mr. A. THOMSON:- A calf skin in this
instance.

The Minister for -Mines: You are getting
as bad as Willmott; he brought in a dingo
skin!

Mr. A. THOMSON: T congratulate the
Minister an his hilarity.

The Minister for Mines: Why not get down
to something that counts?

Mr. A. THOMSON: This sort of thing
coun1ts very materiall y with the people con-
crned. If a man is producing an article on,
the land-seeinig that the Minister is so keen
on tplifting straws-surely he will recognise
that the man is worthy of receiving some en-
(-rourageynent, and if he has to despatch an
article worth s. 10d. over the railways and
has to pay 3s. 6d. for that privilege, there
iq not much encouragement for him. If' the
MFinister regards that as encouragement, then

God help the small producer!
The Minister for Mines: Why did he not

sell the akin to a local purchaser.
Mi-. A. THOMSON: I em dealing with the

ease as it is.
Mr. Lutey: Are there local buyers nearer

at handy
Mir. A. THOMSON: Will any hon. member

say that an article that is worth 5s. 10d.
should be charged 3s. Gd. for conveyance over
the railways? That charge snrely is exces-
sive.

Hon. W. C. Aagw.in: Ift might not be ex-
cessive.

Mr. A. THOMS'ON': Well, it is no eneour-
agenient for any man to produce.

Mr. Hughes: If the railways had to handle
pancels of one skin only, it would never pay.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It is astouishing how
metropolitan members fly to arms to de-
fend the Government whenever these anom-
alies are referred to on behalf of the coun-
try people.

The Minister for Mfines: It is not an anom-
aly at all.

Mr. A. THU iI"ON: It is a gross over-
charge.

Mr. Mnun: You are making a bad case.
Mr. A. THOMSON: I am dealing with

facts. God help these men if s. 6d. is to
he charged on an article worth s, 10d, This
is how we are received when we bring up
cases to show how men in the back country
na-e treated by the railways.

The Minister for Mines: Instead of play-
i ng the piccolo, you shoulId play the tronmbonel1

Mr. A. THOMSON: Very well, I will bang
time big drum now. I suppose I will he told,
too, that the next case I ihi refer to is ab-
surd. T suppose the Minister will make a joke
of it.

Hon. P. Collier: Ue does not like it when
yen give him facts.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Evidently that is the
position. I have another case from the same
district.

Hon. P. Collier- They all come from Rat-
antiog! Is it an opossum skin now?

Mr. A. THOMSON: This again shows the
anomalous treatment of people who are en-
deavouring to produce. One gentleman had
1D pigs to despatch from Xwobrup. The rail-
way freight to Midland Junction which was
charged for trucking those pigs was £4 14s.
46. After the train had come five miles
nearer to Perth, two separate men had three
pigs each which were put into the truck with
the other 19 pigs. It will astonish the Com-
mittee to know that the Railway Department
charged those two men £3 3s. 6d. each for their
three pigs, or £1 Is. 2d. for each pig.

Mr. Mann: You could not expect the rail-
ways to take less than half a truck.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I congratulate the
member for Perth (Mr. Mann) on his desire
to protect the Government.

The Minister for Mines: lit is not a ques-
tion of protecting the Government. Suppose
one of these na had desired to truck one
pig.

Mr. Mann: I hare trucked hundreds of
pigs, and I know what I have bad to pay.

Mr. Hughes: You got them through pretty
cheaply, too.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I would like to see
common sense applied to the railway work-
ing, if it is possible to get it. The signifi-
cant part is that if these men had had a
separate truck sent to theta to lift their
three pigs, the Railway Department would
hare charged only £E3 3s. 6d. for the convey-
ance of those animals. Taking into con-
sideration the fact that the truck was
already occupied by 19 pig;, and that the
other consignees had trucked their pigs
from fire miles nearer to Perth along the
line, they should he encouraged and charged
a smaller amount. If the rates charged
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mean that those inen were dealt with fairly,
what hope have they of succeeding?

Mr. Hughes. Do you suggest that the 19
pigs were carried too dearly?

Mr, A. THOMSON: I do not.
Hoin. P. Collier: It may have been that

the 19 were undercharged for.
Mr. A. THOMSON: According to the rate

book the railway officials have to charge
£3 Is. 6id, for a small truck. These mn
had to pay 29. extra as shunting charges
into Mfidland Junction.

The 'Minister for Mines: Where do you
say these pigs were consigned from?

Mr, A. THEOM.NSO.N: Kwobrup, on the
Nyabing line.

The 'Minister for Mi5nes: Why did you
no t bring this matter before my notice?

Mr. A. THOMSON: I did. The depart-
ment turned this matter down, and I took
it up myself. According to the railway
regulations, the officials say they were right.
I sny they were not. What I desire to see
is that in similar circumstances common
sense will be exercised, and that the officials
will not stick strictly to the regulations.

Mr. Pickering: Provisions already exist
to dleal with that.

The Minister for Mines: If we are to do
as you suggest, the railways will have a
nice time!

Mr. A. THOMSON:; There are capable
officers employed in the Railway Depart-
ment, and I have always found them willing
to meet me to the extent that lies within
their power.

Mr. Hughes; Would yon let them fix a
price on each separate consignment?

Mr. A. THOMSON: No, hut where there
is a truck of animals such as I have referred
to, in respect of which the department has
already been paid the full amount, I mnain-
tain that the other two consignees should
not hove been charged more than a third of
the amount for the truck. Instead of that,
they were charged an amount that worked
out at Id. per lb. If this sort of thing is to
go on, what encouragement is 'it fqr people
to go on the land to produce pigs.I

'Mr. Mann: The people you talk about
could have sent 33 pigs for the same amount.

Mr. A. THOMSON: What a brilliant in.
terjection! The poor devils only had three
pigs each to scud to market.

The 'Minister for Mines: Yoa could not
expect the Railway Department t-) send a
truck for every, indlividual pig.

M.\r. A. THOMSON: If they send a truck
for three pigs only, they will charge £3 3s.
6id., so why should there not he a cheaper
rate for the smaller man?

The Minister for Mines: Should the Rail
way Department not be entitled to take all
the other freight they can get?

Mr. A. THOMSON: Just so; but why
pena~ise these smaller men?

The Minister for Mines: They are not
penialised.

Mr. A. THOMSON: They are. We are
spending nillions on a policy of develop-

meat in the South-West, and one part of
the seheme is to encourage dairying and
pig raising. When will the average group
settler he in a position to send forward 33
pigs?

The Minister for Mines: The group can
send the consignment.

Hon, P. Collier: Yes, they can combine
and send the pigs forward.

Mr. A. THOMSON: That is the point;
they are not allowed to do that.

The Minister for Mines: They are.
Mr. A. THOMSON: Excuse me, that is

wrong.
Mr. Pickering: Ye;, that was stopped.
The Mfinister for Mines: Where the mem-

ber for Katanning is referring to, they are
all owed to do it.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Here again is an
anomnaly 1 I am% speaking from facts I have
received from the settlers in the district.
The railways insist that if stock is con-
signed on the railways to markets, they
mnust be the property of the one man. This
debars several people from consigning their
stock forward. in the name of one individutal.
The Commiissioner in such a case has claimed
that it is an evasion of the regulations
when three or four men combine and ay
that the stock belongs to one man. Such an
action is not in accord wvith the regulations,
with the result that they cannot be for-
warded. I am not speaking in an antagon-
istic vein against the 'Railway Department,
but I want to voice my objection to this
mnethod of doing things. Common sense
should prevail instead of officers sticking
strictly to the regulations. Here we are
spending millions of pounds in *developing
group settlements in the South-West, and
yet this is the position that small growers
find themselves in. It has been stated that
the settler con soll his pigs or stock to some
agent. Why should not half a dozen men
vorubine and] forward their stock together
ani a full truck? Why should they be coin-
pelled to sen.l their stork in their own name
as the one consignee andl the sole owner of
the stock?

Mr. Hfarrison: They must be consigned by
the one consignee.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Yes, and the rallways
insist that the stock shall be the property
of the one owner.

The Minister for Works: Who would sort
out the pigs?

Mr. A. THOMSON : The regulations
should be amended so as to assist the group
settlers and encourage stock raising. I will
draw a somewhat odious comparison. When
I was returned to this Chamber in 1914,
certain people in one part of my electorate
wrote to ins and stated that for years they
had been urging the Railway Department to
have a set of scales installed at their siding.
They are in the unfortunate position of hav-
ing to acept the railway weights. The com-
modities are weighed at Fremantle or Albany
ad there is often a considerable discrepancy
between the two.
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The Minister for 'Mlines: We take weights
for our own purposes only.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I understand that, but
on the larger railway stations the department
have provided weighing machines where
Wagons and carts may be weighed.

The Minister for Mines: And we charge
for it.

Mr. A. THOMSON:- Yes.
The Minister for Mines: We have the bus-

inesH there and canl make it pay.
MIr. A. THOMSON: Since 1914 these peo-

pie have been requesting the Commissioner of
Railways to provide a small set of scales, in
order that they might take weights both in
and oat. The department say it is absgolutely
impossible; as a matter of fact they do noti
.nhprove of it.

The Minister for M.%ines: That is absolutely
incorrect. We provide scales i tere the peui-
pie undertake the responsibility.

Mr. A. THO-MSON: Then 1 shall read a
letter to show that ily statemient is not ip-
iorrect:

0th August, 1923, With further refer-
ence to your letter of 3rd July as to plat-
form scales at 'Muraduji, *1 would] be very
pleased to send a set of scales if I could
have found one wvhich I could have sent
without any undue fuss; but I should have
to buy a new set for Muradup and if I did
that I should have to make similar pro-
vision for probably about 200 other nnat.
tended sidings of the same kind. We look
upon the provision of scales at unattended
sidings with very little favour, because
firstly the damage done to them is so ex-
cessive and secondly, the weights are very
nearly always taken away a few days after
they are supplied. I cannot find any reason
why any exception should be made in the
case of this particular siding, though with-
ot doubt your representations would en-
title it to special consiideration if any-
thling would.-H. Pope, Commissioner of
Railways.

The Minister for Mines: At an unattended
siding!

'Mr. A. THOMSON: Broomehill ha been
made an unattended siding and I venture to
say a set of scales way still he found there.
The same applies to Woodanill'ig. The de-
partment hare no money to provide these re-
quirements for people who are developing
the country and providing traffic for the rail-
ways, but they could find £7,000 for new
huildings at the Mt. Barker station.

The Minister for Mines: That is the sore
point.

Mr. A. THOMSO-N: I am merely drawing a
compari-son.

The Minister for Mines: It took you a long
time to eunte to the comparison.

Mr. Johnston:. It would be better to spend
tb' money on weighbridges,

Mr. A. THOM01SON: Facilities ought to be
provided for thn- settlers. The people of the
Katnnninz district consider that the secason
for excursion rates is not suffic-iently long.

The Minister for Mines: Excursion rates
are granted all the year round.

-Mr. A. THOMSON: They are not.
The Minister for Mines: As affecting set-

tiers, they are.
Mr. A. THOMSON: The people desire that

the period of smmner excursions he extended
and I thiak they have a right to ask it.
The request, however, has been refused. The
Minister is not worrying about the future ad-
ministration or what the people in the Albany
district may desire. He is finishing up this
year; he is not troubling. I am pleased that
the department is showing better results.
Deppiti' the Minister 'a hilarity I think my
.suggest ions should receive earnest considers-
tiin. The 'Minister said no reductions would
be mnade except to people outback. We hare
ereted freezing works. at Freman tle, towards
the cost of which the State has advanced

ioe.If we art, going to compete overseas,
weshall hart, to draw supplies not only from

Land adjacent to the works, but from distant
part% ot the ecountry. The oepartment should
considler the question of providing sperL!ial
rates for landis for export.

lion. P. C~ollier: -No other portion of the
State is more fat-ourall situated than the
(Great Southern.

Mr. A. THOMSON: A jirodolcor situated
200 or 300 Miii front Fremantle is in an
inferior position to a uma sitvated at N2or-
thaia.

The Minister for Mfines: Do you suggest a
flat rate?

Mr. A. THOUMSON: Yes, for export lambs.
Hron. P. Collier: Then why not for every

commodity for export?
Mr. A. THOMSON: That practically ap-

pile' to-dlay: we have the zone system for
wheat.

Ron. P. Collier: That is not a fist rate.
Mr. A. THOMSON: If We are going to

foster the production of lambs, growers mast
be put on the same footing. We are not
in a position to establish freezing works at
the ontports, because the country is not pro-
ducing sufficient lambs. T think my sug-
gestions are in the interests oif land settle-
ment and derentralisation.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [5.561:. Some
time ago a deputation representing various
local governing bodies in the metropolitan
area waited on the Minister and requested s
reduction in railway fares. The Minister
listened patiently to what they had to qay,
but stated he could not see his way clear to
recommend any reducetion. He, however, pro-
mnised to consider the question of reducing thle
pnice of w-nrkers' tickets. When the Minister
was introducing his Estimates; he made lin
refe-rence to this matter. The fares at pre-
sent charged on the railways are causini- the
suburbs to be depleted of their best residents.
People are moving into the city; I know of
several cases.

The M.Ninister for Mines: And I know of as
many that hare gone out to the suburbs.

M.Nr. DAVIES: That is due to the increase
in the po0pulation of the, metropolitan area.
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Tine high fares are causing a depletion of
suburban population, hut there is a more
serious aspect, namely, the competition of
muotor buses,

Hfon. P. Collier: There is also the question
of (overerowding the city.

MJr. DAVIES: Yes The railways are sub-
ject to very keen competition by motor buses
for passenger traffic. To reduce the railway
fares in the metropolitan area by' only 10
per cent. would wuean a loss to the depart-
imeat of £20,000 a year.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The general taxpayer
has to maintain the roas for the motors.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes. The department, by
continuing to charge high railway fares, are
encouraging motor traffic to tine detriment of
the roads and the revenue of the local authori-
ties.

Hon, WV. C. Ang~vin: A higher charge
shoulsi be made for motors.

Air. DAVIES: The department should re-
member that the motor buts competition is Dot
likely to diminish; rather is it likely to in-
crease. There is only one way in which the
department can meet this competition.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: To travel from Pre-
mantle to Perth by motor bus is 4d. less than
by rail.I

Mr. * DAVIES: And the motors pick up
people at their doors, whereas one often has
to ivalk half a mile to a railway- station.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: I do not know that
the motors pick up people at their doors.

Mr. DAVIES: The only way in which the
department can compete is by reducing fares.

Mr. Clydesdale; And by extending the
tramway system.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Where there are no
railways.

Mfr. DAVIES: With tramway construction
casting £10,000 a mile, it is not possible to
extend the systeun very much. I only, hope
that the cost of tramaway construction will
come down considerably, so that our tramway
system may be extended. I am looking for-
ward to the construction of tramnways in my
own area. At present, however, there is no
possibility of that. f appeal to the Minister
to go once more into the question of workers'
fares. Many mien -residing in the suburbs
are employed in the city. On the occasion
when a demutation waited on him in this con-
nection, the Minister admitted to the repre-
sentatives of the local governing bodies that
there was some justification for the claims
submitted in behalf of working men. If the
matter has not yet been given consideration, I
hope the Minister will, before leaving office,
go thoroughly into the matter and see whether
some reduction cannot be granted. Through-
out the mnetropolitan area the housing ques-
tion is most serious, and the Government
should do their utmost to encourage families
to reside in the outer suburbs, even if the
bread-winners have to travel into the city.
Should the adoption of this suggestion in-
volve some loss at the present juncture, still,
that loss will be more than repaid by the
assistance rendered towards the solution of
the housing problem.

The Minister for Mines: You sugrgest no-
thing hut losses. You never show how profits
can be made.

Mr. DAVIES: I have no desire to make
any suggestion which would hurt members on
the Cross benches; but as a railway man let
me say that there is only one way of meeting
tho loss from the competition of motor buses
in the metropolitan area, and that is to make
up the loss by increasing rates on traffic which
cannot be carried by motor buses. The rex-
perts in the Railway Department arc good
men at running railways, but I am not sure
that they have taken sufficient notice of the
competition of the motor buses.

Mr, Marshall: Can you n1ame one coudtry
in the world where railways are competing
successfully against motor buses over short
distancesI

Mr. DAVIES:- I cannot.
M'r. Marshall: And you never will be able

to.
Mr. DAVIES: I understand that large

motor buses are now being prepared in the
local garages to run between Perth and Fre-
mantle.

Hon. W. C. Angivin: There are eight al-
ready on the road.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, and larger ones are
being prepared.

Hon. P. Collier: Are not there one or two
motor buses running out to Blelmont and
Enyawater?

Mr. DAVIES: One or two to Bayswater.
Mr. Corboy: The fleet is being increased

every week.
'Mr. Clydesdale: That will be remedied

when the- tramns have been extended.
Mr. DAVIES: I would suggest that the

local governing bodies and the railway auth-
orities should confer for the purpose of watch-
ing the interests of the State enterprise, the
railway system. Once more I urge the Minis-
ter to give consideration to the ease of men
living in the outer suburbs and working in the
city, who are now being charged fares t[Lac
are altogether too heavy.

Mr. CRESSON (Cue) [6.7): I desire to
compliment the Minister, and through him the
Commissioner, on the improvement in this
year'Is railway finances. I had hoped that the
Minister, in introducing his Estimates, would
announce a reduction of freights, especially
for the residents of the remote parts of the
State. Everyone knows that increases in rail-
way freights impose great hardship on the
people outback. Such increases cause demands
on the mining eompanies for higher wages,
and render still heavier the burden on out-
back residents. The Inst time freights were
raised, w-e were told that the reason was the
increases granted to railway employees. Now
that the Arbitration Court has reduced those
rates in the aggregate by £20,000, users of
the railways, especially remnote users, natur-
ally expect some benefit. The Commissioner
reports that the loss on the system for the
last financial year was £62,000. or lower by
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£195,000 than the loss for 1921-22. The
figures prove a fair increase in the revenue
and some decrease in the expenditure. The
expenditure for 1922--23 was less by E118.000
than that for the previous financial year,
and the train mileage last year was smaller
by .59,332 miles than that ran during the pre-
vious year. As there has been a considerable
increase in train loads, the results from rail-
way working have improved. In cost of manin-
tenance a reduction of £44,000 is shown. I
hope that reduction has not been secured at
the expense of the efficipey of the system.
Outback we know that all the railway gangs
are flow using motor trolleys. That fact re-
presents a substantial improvemnent, and
affords an opportunity for the gangs to he
taken to their work anti brought back from
it much more quickly. M1oreover, the use of
trolleys has enabled thie length of li,,: allotted
to each gang to be increased. I repeat that I
hope the reduction in maintenance costs has
not affected the safe ri-ruing of the railways.
I hope also that repairs to rolling stock have
not been starved. Sub~ject to these reserva-
tions, the redaction in maintenance costs is
something to compliment the Commissioner
upon. A reduction in freights outback would
mean greater opportunities for mining com-
panies to develop low-grade propositions. It
would also enable the people outback to
exist. Latterly the population in remote parts
of the State has been declining, chiefly for
the reason that under existing conditions it
is impossible to work low-grade mines. In-
crensed railway freights have been n burden
to the workers outback as well as to the nin-
ing companies Mining machinery, and espe-
cily such machinery as is used for develop-
ment purposes, should he carried at the same
rate as superphosphate. Superphosphate is
necessary' for th, farmer, and mining mach-
inery is necessary for mniningr companie%. We
know that in many eases a mining company a
only chance of obtaining up to date plant is
represented by a reduction in railway frei'hts.
Wilmna, i-e are told, requires £300.000 worth
of mining machinery. A reduction in rail-
way freights would therefore represent some-
thing considerable to Wiluna. I have always
looked upon our railway' system an an instru-
ment of development. The people outback
must be encouraged to produce in order that
the people in the metropolitan district may
live. The people outback should be enabled
to bring their products to market as cheaply
as possible. No doubt a reduction in freights
will mean a deficiency on the running of the
railways. I have always been an advocate of
a tax on the unimproved value of laud, and
I have urged that the products of such a tax
should be earmarked for the benefit of the
Railway Department. In that way railway
freights could be reduced and the people out-
back benefited. Under existing conditions, the
further out one goes, the more one is penal-
ised. Alongside our existing railways there
arc huge areas utterly unased. I would tax
people bolding land merely for speculative

purposes. Indeed, I would tax then, out of
existence. They are of no use to the State.
The result of a tax on the unimproved value
of land would be to bring an enormous addi-
tional area under cultivation, and consequently
an enormous increase in the goods traffic of
the Railway Department, which would thus
be made a payable proposition. At present
the city dwellers pay practieally nothing by
way of railway freights towards the upkeep
of the railway system. Practically all im-
ported goods are landed at Freinantle, awl
then brought up to Pert), hyv motor lorry.
The impor-ters sell the goods to the c-ountry
.storekeepers, ,n In pay. the ril freight and
pass it on to the ouitback consmer-. Thus
the outback consumer is the mn who prac-
tically pays for the upkeep of the railwa 'y
system. The imposition of -a tax on the un-
imu1 roved value of land would mean that the
iuh oe Of Our l)Vc-olml would1 vo"tribute tnwti rlq
that upkeep.

Sitting sne d front 6.15 to ?.3v j'dia.

Mr. CRLESSON: Before the tea adjourn-
ment I was complaining about the heavy im.
posts on the people outback owing *to the
chairges lox' letd by the Hailway Department
antd i;aI :,dvocatig a s ' -sen, of land valules
taxation under which a proportion would be
earmarked as a contribution towards railway
earnings, thus reducing the ft-eight chargeable
to the users of the railways. Under such a
syiten. the people of the metropolitan area
would pay a proportion of the cost of I-un-
ning the railways, and thus help to relieve the
burn on the people in the remote areas. As
it is at present, we know that those who use
the railways have to pay for them. This
matter has been before the House on several
occasions and there is no need for me to stress
it further. Regarding the freight on stock,
the producers in the Murchison should receive
greater consideration, particularly during the
atuthmner months. If a through. tri-a were pro-
xidcdl, so that stock could be travelled direct
from the Murchison to the metropolitan mar-
ket without any stoppages except for water,
it would be a humane move. In addition it
would give the producers an opportunity to
avail themselves of the early market. At the
present time delays along the line mean that
that market is lost to the growers. If that inat-
ter were attended to it would hb- of advantage
to the people despatching the stock and to
those who purchase it here. There is another
matter I regard as pure vandalism on the
part of the Railway Department. At vat-iou4
stations in the 'Murchison district we find that
the iron roofs of stations and buildings-
they are built of atone-have been removed,
together with doors and windows, thus leaving
the buildings exposed to the weather. At Lake
Austin the whole of the sheds have been
stripped and the same applies to the dwell-
ings. At Day Dawn, too, the buildings have
been treated in a similar way, although no
difficulty would be found in letting them, as
plenty oif tenants are available. An enoriaus
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aiL4Juat of material has been freighted fromn
ilay Dawn, and about 12_ mloniths ago thle
seziles wvere shifted trom. the station. in con-
sequence niany disputes have arisen in con-
aition with manterial seat through to Owalia,
where aining developments have taken place.
An enormous amount has been freighted downto Fremantle, too, but theie is no opportunity
for the people to weigh their goods. This has
inhaAnt that disputes have arisen and matters8
have hail to be adjusted. This was a mis-
take. Although the station is now an un-
attended siding, there has been more material
shifted from Day Dawn than from most other
centres up there, and nearly as niuch as from
Cue. Much has been said regarding the Collie
coal contract. It seems extraordinary that
the Commissioner should take it upon himself
to arrange such a c-ontract without consulting
the Minister. The contract was fixed up for
a period of three years, despite the fact that
there is every indication that there will he a
fall iii the price of coal before that period
expires. I take it the Commissioner is an or-
dinary human being who desires to get on
with his Minister. In view of that fact,
it is strange that he took this action without
consulting his Ministerial head. There should
be some explanation from the Commissioner
as to why he committed the department to the
contract. There is the probability that good
coat mines will be developed at Wilga and at
Irwia. Fn the 'Mur chisoa district we are in-
terested in the development of the Irwin field,
for it will mean much to our part of the
State. One bore was put down and fairly
large scams of coal were cot. One bore will
not prove a scant. I have had a good deal
of experience in connection with coal mining
and I know it is possible to put down a bore
and strike a fault where the coal -is of a low
calorific value. Sometimes when 'three or four
seams are struck, one TMy be good and the
others may be poorer or better. Tlhi develop-
mnt of a good coal find at Irwin would be
of great advantage to the State and to the
ralwys I compliment the Commissioner muid
the Minister n the improvement in the rail-
way finances. I hopie that in the near future
this will lead to a reduction in passenger fares
and ordinary freights, particularly where the
more remote parts of the State are concerned.

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) [7.41); 1 con-
gratulate the -Minister onl the improvement
in the railway finances. I would like to re-
mind him that when I asked him a question
last year regarding the railway crossing at
Melbourne -road, his answer was that when the
finances improved something might be rlone.
I amn wrlndering if it i's possible for hint to
say whether we are getting towards the staze
witen something will be done.

The Mfinister for Mines: I cannot give any
promise now as I would be eomnittint MY
successor.

Mrs. COWAN: The crossing there is a par-
ticularly dangerous one and it would he a
matter of satisfaction to the puhlic, even
though the Minister intends to retire from

politics, i-f he would give an assurance that
something will be done.

The Minister for Works: The money was
voted and the land resumed years ago, se why
has not something been done?

Mrs. COWAN: I was glad to bear the Min-
ister announce that a reduction had been made
in the freights for fruit. That is a wise
move. I am sure an advantage will be reaped
by the Commissioner as well as by the people
in the metropolitan area. Cheap fruit is
necessary for the children in particular and
f or the publie in general during the summer
months and I commtend the Commissioner and
the Minister for this relief.

Mr. MIARSHALL (Murehison) [7.433:
After listening to previous speakers, I venture
to voice the grievances of my district with
some degree of fear. We have heard a good
deal concerning the harsh treatment certain
people have received from the Railway De-
partment adid no doubt those grievances are
justified. -Perhaps those matters were rather
small!I I was almost prompted to make a sug-
gestion to the 'Minister to avoid aUl future
anomalies in connection with our railway sys-
tell. It has been proposed that we should do'
away with steam power and replace it with
electricity. The present Minister may yet be
Minister for Railways to see this reform even-
tuate. I have a suggestion to make to him.
It is that when lie instals electricity on
the railways he will create a large number of
miniature railways and give every man in
the State a little line of his own, That
would overcome all existing anomalies an('
Freclulde all further complaints. Almost
every speaker has complimented the Coat-
mnissioner on the improvement in the railway
finances. With all credit to the Commis-
sioner for having done his best, I cannot say
the economies effected appear to me to be
ailtogether good. Pront the Commissioner 'a
report we find that £43,301 has been saved
in the maintenance of the system. That
appears to be very good; but immediately
after-wards the Commissioner turns to be.
lated repairs. I rather think the Comm is-
sioner has been stndying the Labour Party's
platform.

Mr. Lathanm: He mtnst have a lot of time
onl his hands.

Mr. MARSHALL: Not nearly so much s
the hon. member has. If the Commissioner
hais been studying- the Labour Party's piat-
forat lie will have noticed that it contains
a plank entitled "1Ministerial control" and,
like sn many, others, anticipating a change
njext March he is keeping that plank in
view. The C'ommissioner in his report says
that re-ballaisting of the main line betweeni
Ciidlows and Northami, and Perth and Bun-
bury is neceqsary, the original ironstone
ballast hoaving become Powdered and dirty.
Then he says that re-fishplating betweea
Spencer's Brook and Beverley is also- neces-
sary, the worn fishplates leading to rough
and uneven running and so injuring the rail
joints. He adds that during the year tl.o
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nine miles of track between Donnybrook
and Bridgetowvn, which was the worst, has
been attended to. So the whole of the be-
lated repair. attended to in 12 months do
not average one mtile per month! The Coinl-
mimsioner says he has been late in doing cer-
tain classes of repairs, and he sets out those
classes, and the amount of wu.rk he has
done, lie 'laiaia to have achieved a great
deal in that hie has saved £43,301. But if
he has economised at the expense of the
system, it is not good economy.

'rhe Minister for Railways:, He hss not
dlone that.

Mr. MNARSHALL: But his own report
proves it. He says these belated repairs
should have been attended to, hut that he
has neglected them and so savedt £43,301.
That is carefully set out in the Comrmis-
sioner's report. Some invention for re-
dogging, I hope a good one, has been
adopted. A compound discovered by an
enigineer in the railway system is used for
filling up thle old dog hole, so permitting of
re-dogging'in the same hole withiout shifting
the sleeper. If that compound proves to be
good, the department and the taxpayers owit
tin' discoverer a great deal; because it will
go fqjr towards economising in the mainten-
ance of the system. However, we notice
from the report that it has not had a very
long trial. Probably in March next the
Labour Party will be again in the same un-
fortunate position as it was in 1911, when
it had to find half a million of money in
order to bring the rollig stoek and railway
system generally up to standard. I am
taking the Commissioner's own statement
when I say the permanent way is sorely in
need of repair as the result of the ('ommis;-
sioner 's so-called economies. I do not pro-
lePss to i' competent to give a decision a
to whether a railway track is safe for traffic,
but I am prepared to take the Commission-
er's own words when hie says that duiag
jim year Ilie hat, attended to only- nine miles
of track, isr less than' one mile pier month. I
will reserv ' my~i congratulations to the Coml-
mjissioner for a future date. Should things
pan out as predicted by tile Mfinister when
introducing the Estimates, I will be per-
fectly tIling to congratulate, not only thle
Commtissioner, but all his officers. First of
all, however, 1 want to see that the econo-
mies practised have been valid, and will not
lead to additional expense. We have coot-
petent officers looking after the mainten-
ance, but I really believe that if the road
were as bad .as some critics say, it would
have been attended to.

Mr. Davies: What does the Comimiss;ioner
sayi abont the road generally?

Mr. MARSHALL: That does not matter.
Ile has referred to certain repairs that ought
to have been effected. I notice also fromt
rhe report that the Commissioner has got
through the year with .335 men fewer than
he had last year. Yet I understand the
traffic has been as great this year as it was
in the previous year. Therefore, if it took

a given number of men to maintainl the
system in 1922, the same niiuber of men
should have beeni required last 'year. It is
apparent that the retrenchbment has been
made amongst the imen employed in the
maintenanc-e of the permanent way.

Mr. Davies: Oh, no.
M.%r, MARSHALL: If the hon. member

peruses the Commuissioner's report he will
find thar the salaried officers have had in-
creases to tim- extent Of C6,000'.

The 'Minister for Mines : Am T have
already explained, that was hecause we
transferred a number of ina from the
wages staff to the salaried staff.

Mr. M.%ARSHLALL: On the other band thle
wages men have been cut down by £122,673.
The only itien to stiffer by retrenchment
have been the wages inon, those men who
have been employed principally in main-
tamning the roadIs. It bears out the cIonten-
tion. that the Commissioner has econom'ised
at the cost of thle permanent way, and so
his economnies are not so valuable as some
lhon, members think. If, after all, the
Counuissioner's neglect of the belated
repairs does not bring trouble on the
railway system, and if in the end the
belatedl repairs van he attended to with-
out increase -in cost, then the Comn-
mnissioner wvill deserve our congratulations
Recently there was a shortage of rolling stock
for transporting cattle from NMeekatharra to
Midland Junc4-tiOn. Wires were sent to tier-
aldtou in the hope that sufficient trucks would
be available. I admiit there was much stock
in transit at the time, nd probably the
whole of tme trucks n-eve in use. Anyhow one
party had to send his stock overland to ina-
ginewv. This does nut speak well for the de-
partinent, although I admit there was a heavy
(leniand for trucks at thme time. The rattle
had be'en luoutizht frum the North-West nd
for only a pveentage could the departoteni
suppily trucks. The poorer aniatals had to
;;e culled out aH1l overlanded. We liave been
told that econotnies are being effeeted in the
deliarbulenlt, lint if thiey 'Ire to be Made at thlo
expense of customners and of the taxpayers,
T for one shall hb- char~y about compliment-
ing the department. It mneans a heavy handi-
cap to growers when stock, on reachingf the
railhead, cannot he accommodated and hlas to
be sent on byv road.

Mr. Underwood: There are on)lr certain
times of the y ear when they can travel their
livestock.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is sn. The
drovers told me they hadl lost two or three
weeks waiting for th~e depanrtment to furrish
s-ufflcient trucks to transport portion of the
stock. I shall appreciate economy in the dmv-
partoicot whien it comes.

The Minister for Mines: B3nt it is here.
Mr. 2IAPSHALL: I shalt reqluire- a prac-

tical demonstration of it before T sAll lie
satisfied. Thle Minister should endeavour to
facilitate the transportation cf stock froni
'Meekatharnira. I ndierstand it i,; the practice
to rili one ('nvile from NYortharn to Mullewa
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(or even furthier. The s.stem, known as pool-
ig, enLists of sending the engine right
through the journey, but tinder various reliefs
0? 'c nginemeai, and it necessitates longer stops

h, n.:- of the need for cleaning the fires.
WVhere these long stops are made, there are
no facilities fcr uintruekiug stock. At Koala-
;inooka it was found that two head of cattle
had fallen in the trucks. At the next stop
the nian in charge tried to get the beasts on
their feet. There were no facilities available
and, when hie opened the door, two bullocks
leaped out. There was no hope of re-trucking
thlem even if they could have been caught, and
this. represented a dead loss to the owner. The
department should endlea-vour to provide cat-
tie races along the line so that, when cattle
-11 down, facilities might be available to got

them on their feet again. The dumb animal
is entitled to sonic consideration and the doe-
partnient should show some concern for the
interests of stock raisers. By so doing they
would be studying the interests of the people
of the metropolita-n area.

Mr. Underwood-. They are the ones to be
wainly studied!

Mr. MARSHALL: All sections of the comn-
mwnity deserve fair consideration. We cannot
expect people to engage in stock raising 700
niles or more inland if the department mis-
handle their stock on the way to market, 1
believe that eventually the greater proportion
of beef and mutton produced in the State will
be grown in the North-West.

Mfr. Pickering: That is not so to-day.
Mr. MARSHALL: No. All the land of

v-alue in the South-West will ultimately be re-
qutzired for closer settlement purposes.

Mr. ]Pickering: But settlers in the South-
West will run sheep.

Mr. M.%ARSHTALL: Only in a small way.
I doubt whether they will run sufficient to
sup~ply the local market. I would remind the
member for Sussex, however, that the wool
and mneat growers of the 'Murchison enjoy
no cheap freights for windmills, tanks,
troutghing and wire-netting.

M.Nr. Pickering: Due to the fact that the
railways have to halul empty trucks so fan.

Mr. MIARSHEALL: It is due to the fact
that certain pe 'plc are holding up vast areas
of land unjustly, areas that they cannot work.

MTr. Mtoney: There is plenty vacant, is there
not?

Mr. MARSHALL: Land is not the only
thing that is vacant,

Mr. Moaey, Timie will falsify your pro-
phecy.

Mr. 3t ARSHAL- Then I shall not feel
annoyed. A matter that calls for attention
at the hands of the Commissioner of 'Railways
is the more humane treatment in the trains-
portation. of stock. M.%uch has been achieved
during the lost 12 months in the way that
stock from Meekatbarra to the metropolitan
area has been handled. I asked certain ques-
tions about this matter, and anm pleased to
ay that the answers show an improvement In
the position. The length of time occupied in
bringing a stock train from itfeekatharra. to

Midland Junction has been reduced by six
or eight hours. The Minister states that a
special stock train from Mfeekatharra to Nor-
tham now takes 41V2, hours on the average to
reach the latter place. That is not bad. I
cannot, however, see why Stock cannot be
brought through as rapidly as the passenger
trains travel. I understand the chief reason
for this is the grades and the tonnage Wxauled
on the special train. Is that correct?1

The Minister for Mines: I am not doubting
it.

Mr. MARSHALL: The travelling time has
been reduced six or eight hours within 12
months, and that in itself is a substantial
reform. Some years ago it took a train 50
hours to travel from Meekatharra. to Midland
Junction. I congratulate the railways upon
their energy and efficiency, but they cannot
afford to mark-time in this respect or they
may retrogress. The chief difficulty in the
way of more rapid transit of stock is the lack
of haulage power. A special train is made
up to the full tonnage, and could not drag
more stock over the existing grades. Except
for the expense, there is nothing to prevent
the department from attaching more power
to the special trains. This might cost £1,500
or £2,000 a year, but would quicken up the
time now occupied in bringing stock to the
metropolitan area. If one section of the
community can receive concessions at the
hands of the department it is not too much
to ask it to give increased power on the special
stock trains for the benefit of another section
of the community. If the member for Katan-
ning was Justified in asking for a rebate on
one calf skin, I am quite justified in asking
for this concession, which would give the
metropolitan area cheaper beef and mutton,
and the outback growers a greater opportun-
ity to get more remuneration from their stock.
It has. been suggested that people in the metro-
politan area should be blessed with a fur-
ther reduction in fares. I would like to know
the diffeyrnce between the privileges given
to the holder of a quarterly season ticket and
those given to the holder of a workers' ticket.
Is the holder of the latter entitled to travel
to other than the station that takes him to his
work?

NTr. Davies: No.
Mr. MNARSHALL: Then there is a distinc-

tion between them. If anyone should get
the concession of reduced freights and fares,
it should not he the metropolitan people.

Mr. Underwood: Why?
Mr. MARSHALL; For several reasons.
The Minister for Mines: One will do.
Mr. 'MARSHALL: If the people of the

metropolitan area were awake to their own
welfare they would realise that the giving
of cheap freights and fares to those engawed
in our primary industries would beneficially
affect the city. The member for Guildford
complains about the exorbitant railway fares
In the metropolitan area and suggests a re-
duction. He argued that these exorbitant
fares were driving people into the country.

Mr. Davies: Not encouraging them to go
to the suburbs.
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Mr. MARSHALL: If cheap fares and vari-
ouis form of recreation are provided in the
city, that is an inducement for people in
the country to come here. If the railways can
afford any reduction in freights or fares, they
should be given to country poopls.

The .Minister for Mines: Our executive will
endorse your candidature.

.Mr. Clydesdale: Nearly everybody in the
country has a motor car.

Mr, 31ARSHALL: People who live in glass
houses should not throw stones. The Minister
has but a brief political career before him,
and should whisper into the ear of his prob-
able successor that if anyone should get con-
cessions on the railways it should be the
country people.

The Minister for Mlines: Why not take it
on yourself?

Mr. MARSHALL: I have no desire to
speak disparagingly of the city people, hut
it is only humian nature for people to flock
to where they can get the most comforts. I
agee that the workers in the metropolitan
area should have cheap tickets. I wonder if
the Minister has given any further conisidera-
tion to the proposal to enable the relatives of
the patients in the Wooroloo Sanatorium to
get cheap raiway fares to that place.

The M2\inister for Mines: The member for
Kalgoorlie knows all about it.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister should have
given us somte information on the point.
However, he overlooked the matter. Perhaps
he may refer to it in replying. The necessity
for adopting the suggestion is obvious. The
bread-winner of a goldflelds family, who is
suffering from a hopeless complaint, must
leave his home and is separated from his
people by hundreds of miles. Because of the
distance of Wooroloo from the goldfields, the
wife and children are unable to visit him. A
convrt-,-don in this respect has already been
granted to metropolitan friends of Woorolco
patients. I protest against the railway
freights on mining requisites, such1 for in-
stance, as are used by prospectors. Members
opposite who support the Government are
able to extract fromi the Cabinet of the day
many concessions on the plea of assisting the
struggling pioneer. I do not disparage that
idea. The struggling farmer or the struggling
pastoralist or the struggling miner will alike
have my assistance. But if one section of
pioneers get concessions, other sections should
get them.

Mr. Underwood: How much railway freight
is there on a prospector's outfits

Mr. MARSHALL: A. very mean sum.
Mr. Underwdod: If you abolish the freight,

that would not count for much.
Mr- MARSHALL: No.
Mr. Underwood: It would not help the

prospector.
Mr. MARSHALL: But it would encourage

the prospector. I can quote instances where
the railway freight on pumps and donkey
boilers has been so exorbitant that the pros-
pector has let his show go rather than pay
the freight. The cost of moving a boiler to
the point where the prospector is working

often amounts to mare than the cost of the
holler itself. We do not know how much the
State 10888 from this cause. Every section of
Pioneers should be treated alike in the matter
of concessions. There are struggling pioneers
on the pastoral areas in my electorate.
Settlers in the South-West, subject to giving
six months' notice, can get special railway
rates on troughing, windmills, wire, wire
netting, and similar commodities for the de-
velopment of their holdings. But no such
concession is obtainable for the settler 500
or 600 miles inland who requires those com.
mnodities. I do not argue that the concession
should be taken away from the south-western
settler, but I do contend that it should be
granted to all pioneers. The Minister for
Agriculture is in favour of my suggestion-
I don't think. I understand that the Min-
ister for Railways will submit the Tramway
Estimates separately, and therefore I reserve
my remarks on the all-important tramway
system of the metropolitan area- In sweet
anticipation I shall continue to look forwardi
to the realisation of the efficient and economi-
cal Working of our railway system, as f ore-
shadowed in the Commissioner's report, until
it is proved beyond doubt that no risk is
being run.

The Minister for Mines: Why not take my
assurance in advance?

Mr. MARSHALL: I know of one party
who took the Minister 's assurance and has
been somewhat disappointed. I shall wait to
see how the anticipations in the Comumis-
sioner'a report work out in actual results.

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [8.39): I
greatly regret that my colleague from Meeka-
tharra (Mr. Marshall) should join with the
Pi-errian guards oni the cross-beriches in ant
attack on the metropolitan area. A reference
to the railway rate book shows that the capi-
tal of the electorate which is fortunate enough
to return the hon. member is distant from
Perth, by one route, 624 miles, and that the
fsre per mile is 1.2d. The rate from East
Perth to Perth, however, is 3d. per mile. On
those figures fares in the metropolitan area
are three times as high as fares in the back
country. I do not complain about fares in
the metropolitan area. If people. want a
railway service, they should pay the cost of
it. All Government services, economically
run, should have a small working margin of
profit. No section of the community should
kick up a row about paying a reasonable fee
for services rendered. However, in the matter
of railway fares the member for Murehison
has no grievance. It is gratifying to those
who pay such high railway fares to know that
we are approaching a time when the railway
-revenue will come somewhere near the railway
expenditure. I do not agree, however, that
the 'Railway Department should not show a
handsome profit. On railway working for the
last financial year there was a gross profit of
2675,000. The interest bill was £766.000, and
sinking fund mopped up £126,000. Thus in-
terest and sinking fund together absorbed
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f892,000. These charges resulted in a deficit
on railway working of £216,000--more than
half the deficit of the State. Obviously, when
the revenue of a concern is not meeting the
expenditure, either the expenditure is too high
or the revenue is too low. An analysis of the
revenue figures of the Railway Department
clearly indicates that railway rates are too
low. The department are being obliged to
perform services for which they do not re-
ceive adequate remuneration. According to
the Commissioner 's tabulated list of ton-
mileage for the last financial year, the average
freight per ton per mile is 2.02d. The rate
for superphosphate is .53d. or 25 per cent. of
the average rate. The railways were com-
pelled to carry 15,132,837 ton-miles of super-
phosphate at a loss, on normal freight, of
£98,000.

Mr. 'Money: 1n New Zealand superphos-
jphate is carried free. It makes the wheat ton-
nage ten times heavier.

Mr. Clydesdale: In South Australia the
farmers have to pay more for the carriage
of wheat.

'Mr. HUGHES. This Rouse is not con-
cerned about the railway system of New
Zealand. Many of us worry about what is
going on in Eussia, China, or New ZealandPwhile deficit records are being established here.
We have enough to do with worrying about
our own railways, which are asked to carry
Dearly 16 million ton-miles of superphosphate
at 25 per ent. of the average rate.

Mr. Harrison: It is easy to see you do not
get your living fromn the soil, thoughyou are
fat.

Mr. HUGOHlS: I~t is very easy to see the
]lon. member interjecting has done, very well
out of the soil and cheap railway freights.

Mr. Harrison: We deserve to do better,
too.

Mr. HUGrIKMS: Probably the hon. member
thinks his freight should be carried for no-
thing, and even then lie would have the
audacity to conic to this House and complain
ahout the Railway Department showing a de-
ficit.

Mr. Pickering: Do you favouir cheaper rail-
way fares for the city?

Mr. 11110 HES: No. I believe the residents
of the metropolitan area should pay, and are
willing to pay, for the public services they
receive. That is the only maxim on which
such services can lie rendered. But here we
have an instance in which the ]Railway De-
p~artment have had to givv the farmers a
concession of £98,000 in one year on super-
phosphate alone.

Hon. P. Collier: And at that time they
were getting a record price.

Mr. HUGOHES: A perusal of the charges
that the railwavs received shows that the next
lowest item refers to wheat, which stands at
1.12d. There was a concession of -50 per.
cent- allowed for the carriage of n-heat, which
means that the Railway Department received
only 50 per cent, of the average rate for
the wheat they carried. Last year the wheat
railed represented 40,000,000 ton nmiles,
which means that the concession to the

farmers amounted to £135,000 or, taking
superphosphates into consideration as well, a
total of £233,000. That aunm represents
£C17,000 more than' the total railway deficit!
If the railways are conipelled to give such
a concession to the farmers in one year, I
ask members sitting on the Cross benches how
they can expect the railways to pay? It may
be said that it is necessary to farmers. I
agree with that.

Mr. Harrison: You don't know much about
railway running I

Hon. P. (Collier: That is a very wise inter-
jection!
- The Minister for Mines: But is this an
announcement of your railway policy?

Hon. P. Collier: The member for Avon
will have a chance to reply.

Mr. HUGHffES: I am prepaired to go before
my constituents and stand or fall by the
statements I am making.

The M1inister for Mines: That is not enogh.
If you are going to force the Government
to do this, you will come a crash.

MAr. HUGHES: I will invite the hon. mem-
ber to come to my constituency as his own
seat is not too safe.

Mr. Pickering: No chance!
Mr. HUGHES: The member frSse

(Mr. Pickering) is pretty groggy in his elee-
terate, so lie can come to East Perth, too' , if
hie thinks it is a soft gnap. Let him come
and tell the railway mYen they have to work
for so much less.

The CRA~FWIAX: 'What has this to do
with the railways?

Mr. UVGHES: If the member for Avon
(Mr. Harrison) disputes my statements, he
can show w'here iny figuLres are not correct.
Ft will be generally conceded that it is neces-
sary to assist the farmers. We want to in-
erease agricultural production in Western
Australia, and no Governmuent has done so
much for the farmers as the Labour Party.
'When times were had and when the State
was s~mraring front drought, the Labour
Party enlarged the scope of the Agricultural
'Bank, established the Industries Assistance
Board, and sav-ed the agricultural industry.
No concession the State can grant to the
struggling farmner is too much. I have no
objection to the railways carrying superphos-
phmate free for the struggling farmers, but I
object to a concession that applies to rich
and poor alike. The wealthy farmer with an
enormous income is allowed the same consid-
eration as the struggling farmer. It is usual
for Country Party members to contend that
all farmers are struggling. The figures pre-
pared hy the Commissioner of Taxation make
interesting reading on this point. In 1922
the average taxable income earned by the
farmers was 1488, or over Z9 per week. On
the other hand, the average taxable iacbm&
earned by the salaried and wages men was
£232. Thus the average taxable income earned
by the fanner was twice as much as the
average income of the salaried and wages
men. In 1923 the average taxable income of
the salaried and wages, men had been de-
creased by £5 per year, making the average
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income £224. What was the position with
the farmer? Was his average income de-
creased? We find that the average income
of the farmer had increased to £650.

The Minister f or Mines: Moral, become a
farmer!1

Mr. HUGHES: If the Minister will throw
open some land I will go on it.

The Minister for Mines: I would throw up
enough for you to go oIL

Mr. H[TGHES: What it paltry reply! After
putting up a case for concessions to the far-
mene, and it is shown that there is no neces-
sityv for that concession, the obvious reply
is: ''Become a farmer'' Someone will say?,
''Become a motor saema.

Tire 'Minister for Mines: We cannot all do
that.

Mr. HUGHES: Hut we can all be farmers.
The Minister for Mines: I doa not suggest

that you could.
Mr. HUGHES: It is obvious that the Min-

ister did not think that he could.
The Mfinister for Mines: Quite true. That

is the difference between us. I know my own
liumitations.

Mr. HITOHES: There is no difference be-
tween us. I realise your limitations as well
as; you do. In 12 months the average income
of the farmer increasted by £162, or an in1-
crease of nearly E3 per week, while the other
section I referred to had decreased by £8 per
year.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do those
figures refer to all farmers, or to pastoralists
as well I

Mr. HUGHES: I am speaking of the far-
mers only.

Hon. P. Collier: The pastoralists are at
the top of the list.

Mr. HUGHES: The average taxable in-
come of the pastoralist was £3,177. I have
shown, therefore, that the average taxable us-
come of the farmers is over £12 10s. per week.

Mr. Money: That is all for the benefit of
the State. If you did not have taxable in-
comes, where would the tax come from?

Hon. P. Collier: But it shows that the far-
mers are not hard up.

Mr. HUGHES: Does the member for Bun-
bury (Mr. Money' ) suggest that it would be
beneficial to the State to give people whose
average incomue is £12 10s. per week further
concessions in connection with railway
freights.

3%fr. Money: But you give it under the head-
ing of ''A,'' and take it back under the
beading of "'B.''

Mr. HUGHES: We do not take too much
when there is an income of £12 10s. per week
aind an increase of £3 in one year. I do not
contend that all farmers are wealthy or even
well off, but when the average taxable income
is so high, there must be a large number of
wealthy farmers in Western Australia. When
the State has assisted mnan over the struggling
period, provided railway concessions and the
advantages of the Agricultural Bank, the In-

dustries Assistance Board and the thousand
and one other considerations, until the strug-
gling stage is passed, it is only fair to the
rest of the State that the farmers should pay
a reasonable and fair railway freight on their
goods. I believe that the wealthy farmer who
has become fairly established, would be wil-
ling to accept his share of the railway our-
den confronting the State.

The 'Minister for Mfines: Would you pro-
vide a sliding scale to apply to each farmer'.
income?

Mr. HUGHES: I would not. The Minister
would very easily get over this difficulty if he
desired to do so. There is another point to
be considered. The bigger the fannu, the more
superphosphate is required and the bigger
bevomes the concession.

Mr. Harrimon: And mnore produce for the
next year.

The Minister for Mines: And more freight.
Mr. HUGHES: And the bigger the profit.
Ron. P. Collier: And the bigger the loss to

the railways.

Mr. HUGHES: The concession to the small
farmer is only a small one, but the man who
is farming in a big way gets a big conces-
sion. This means that the policy we are ad-
opting to-day in connection with the agricul-
tural industry is one to help the big farmer
iuder the guise of assisting the small man.
It will he sngg, sted that there is no "way out
of it. There are a dozen and one ways out
of it. I would make these people pay a legiti-
utoots freight and give the struggling farmer
a bonus. Let them pay a reasonable freight
on their supe-r. and wheat and give the strug-
gling farmer a honus to make up for it. That
would be one way of getting over the diffi-
culty, particularly as the small struggling
farmer could receive still further asistane
through the Industries Assistance Board. By
this means we would obviate assistance, at the
expense of every section of the community. to
the properous agriculturist. The time has
arrived when there should be a reconsidera-
tion of the policy' regarding railway conces-
sions to farmers. [If the same concession had
been given to the mining industry, it would
he in a more prosperous condition to-day. If
soume of the concessions were diverted fromt
the farmers and given to the mining areas in
the forni of cheaper freights, it would re-
dorund much to the benefit of Western Aus-
tralia. But, no; these concessions must go to
the farmers! Why? Because members of the
Country Party hold the key to power. They
have it in their power to say whether or not
the Government shall remain in office. In the
old days the Fractorian Guards smashed the
eon Empire. They- placed in power the

Emperor who would give them the most, and
when that Emperor failed to satisfy their de-
simad, they murdered him and elected an-
other Emaperor in his stead. The Country
Party represent the Praetorian Guards of to-
dlay. They hold the pistol at the head of the
Government all the time. If the Government
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do not grant concesious, theyv ill be mur-
dered avid another Government will be in-
stalled. To-day those hon. members are bring-
ing about their own downfall and the sooner
they go the whole hog, the better.

The 'Minister for Mines: Hear, hear!
Mr. IlUOHES: I am glad to hear that the

Minister for Railways agrees with me.
Hon. F. T. Broun: How long has the con-

cession regarding superphosphates been in
forceI

Hon. P. Collier: For about 12 or 13 years.
Eton. F. T. Broun: It was brought in dur-

ing the Labour Government 'a r6gime.
Mr. HUGHES: Of~ course, thle Labour Gov-

ernment had a sound policy of assistance in
the interests of tile farmier.

Hon. P. T. Broun: How can you say that
we hold the pistol to the head of the Govern-
ment seeing that the Labour Government
granted the concession?

Mr. HUGHES: That was whien thle farmers
were struggling.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You held the pistol
at the heads of the Government as soon as
you had the chance and fired it.

The Minister for 'Mines: But it was only
a blank cartridge.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It was net blank. It
took effect.

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member wants to
know why the Labour Government gave the
concession. It was because they wanted to
foster the agricultural industry. But in 1911
the farmers w-ere struggling.

The Minister for Agriculture: They -ire
struggling to-day.

'Mr. HUGHES: Ohl, yes! Those on f12 10s.
per week are struggling.

The Minister fur Agriculture: In what pro-
portion are they?

Mr. Piesse: Ilow manyv returned soldiers
are among them?

Nion. P. Collier: One question at a time,
please.

Mr. HUGHES: On the number of assess-
ments so far completed, there are 1,500 ant
of 3,200.

The Minister for Agriculture: Why, there
are in the State 8,000 wheat growers alone!

Mr. HUGHES: The Miinister knows the
assessments are not complete. However, the
Labour Government, in raking the concession,
were laying the foundations of the prosperity
the farmers are enjoying to-day.

Mr. 'Money: They did-it because it would
be of advantage to the State.

Mr. HUGHES: I will accept that. The hon.
member wanted to know why the Labour
Government did not take away the concession.
The answer is because the farmers were strug-
gling, whereas to-day they are not.

Mr. Harrison: If it was good business then,
it is good business now.

M.%r. HUGHES: Consider the variation there
has been in the price of wheat.

Hon. P. T. Bramn: You could not grow
wheat at the price it is to-day.

Mr- HUGHES: But others can. In 1914
the farmers 'were getting 3s. per bushel for

their wheat. In war time the price rose to 9s.
In consequence of that, the farmers are now
enjoying great prosperity. The Premier him-
self said that 1,100 clients of the Industries
Assistance Board had cleared their assets, es-
tablished farms and had money in the bank;
that although they had been down and out
during the dIrought period, they were now
made men. As the member for Canning (Mr.
Clydesdale) points out, they have gradually
improved their holdings, and in effect are now
well established on their feet. I say they are
ungrateful if they refuse to pay reasonable
freight for the carriage of their goods over
the railways. If any indication of the general
agricultural prosperity were wanting, it is to
to he found us the number of inoter cars
possessed by the farmers.

Hon. P. Collier: The country roads are
blocked with then.

Mr. HUGHES: I ant pleased to see the
fariners with motor cars. But it is bad policy
for a Man to show his prosperity in the form
of a motor car, and then plead for sliecial
concessions on the railways. At a recent
assembly of farmers at Bruce Rock, of the
46 who attended, 44 ecame in tuotor cars.

Hon. F. T. Broun: They deserve ears
after working 24 hours a day for years.

Hon. P. Collier: They look healthy onl it.
Hon. F. T. Broun: The hon. member

woul~d not like to do it.
Thle Minister for Agriculture: No, he would

not like to go back to the old days.
Mir. H1TGHES: No one denies that the

farmers deserve their prosperity. We a re
pleased to see them prosperous, even if we are
not prosperous ourselves;, tint when they, are
prosperous they should be willing to bear their
fair share of the cost of maintaining the rail-
ways.

Hon. F. T. Broun: They pay their fair
share. Cut out the country railways, and you
will -e how the others are Paying.

Hon. P. Collier: We would cut out our
railway losses if we did.

Mr. HUGHES:- Of course the country would
not be of any use at alt without railways.
If we were to cut out the country railways
the farmer could not get his necessities, nor
could he cart his produce to the city. I do
not wish to set cit ainst country, for the
two interests aire dovetailed. It is good for
the country that there should be pros-
perity in the city, and it is good f or
tha city to have prosperity in the country.
But both should accept a reasonable share
of the cost of maintaining the public services
of thle State. The time is arriving
when we .shalt require a different
railway policy. Miles and miles of our
railways run through splendid land that has
never felt the plough. Yet while we have
alongside existing railways thousands of acres
of land suitable for cultivation, we propose to
spend nearly a million of money in building
a new line in the South-West to open up land
for settlers. As soon as a railway comes
near it, every acre of unimproved land in-
creases 10 or 12 times in value, and in cone-
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quence land speculators simply sit bath to
win the unearned increment. The report of
the Taxation Commissioner shows that the un-
improved value of the lends of Western Aus-
tralia represents 21 millions of money, and
that a tax of Is. in the pound on the unimn-
proved value would bring in revenue of over
a million, and would entirely pay interest and
sinking fund on our railways and leave some-
thing to spare.

Mr. A. Thomson: It is a grand thing to
tax the other fellow.

MNr. HUGHES: The land speculator ought
to be taxed.

Mr. A. Thomson: But Is. in the pound is
fairly high.

Hon. P. Collier: The city mien would have
to pay half of it.

Mfr, HrGHES,: yes, i should like to see
unimp~roved values taxation in the city. lU-
improved values taxation would -redound to
the benefit of the farming community, as well
as to every other section, and would bring
into operation the unemployed lands of the
State. Last year the railways gave to pros-
perous9 farmers concessions valued at £233,000.
If £E100,000 of that had heen given to the as-
sistance of secondary industries, it would have
been of great advantage to the State.

"Mr. A. Thomson: You know that the Corn-
mon wealth will not allow us to differentiate
as between our own idustries and those of the
Eastern States.

Mfr. HTJOBES: The hion. member does not
know what he is talking about. This is the
Sort Of thing we are doing with our railway
freights: Local timber 2.27d. per ton mile;
imported timber 4.059d. per to mile. Yet the
hon. member says we cannot give preference
to local manufactures.

M.%r. A. Thomson: 'Not as against those of
the Eastern States.

'Mr. HUGHES: floes the hon. member con-
tend that we could not give a lump sum for the
development of our industries?

Mr. A. Thomson: Not in bonuses.
Mr. HUGHES: Yet the Government are

advancing to certain industries money that
they will never get back. What is the dif-
ference between that and the giving of bon-
uses ?

Mr. Teesdale: You need niot rub) it in to
them about not getting it back.

Hon. P. Collier: The indtistries are for-
getting that they owe it.

Mr. HUTGHEIS: I am satisfied that we shall
have to give assistance to secondary indus-
tries. The only way to find the money is to
divert Some Of thle conlessions from prosperouls
agriculturists. As a rule I am not parochial.
I forbear A good deal in respect of railway
rates in the metropolitan area and the very badl
treatment we get at the hands of the rail-
way' administration. IPnt I must say a word
Sbout the lack of railway fscilities in the
metropolitan area. At Melbourne-road. at
Pier-street, and at Claisebrook-road we have
level crossing gates. At any time during work-
ing hours it is not unnsual to see a long queue
of vehicles carrying merchandise and held up

hy the closed gates. If the Minister would
send a clerk to ('laisebrook- road, and let him
tally thle number of waiting vehicles and cal-
culate the loss to the community in couse-
quence of the lack of overhead bridges, the
result would astonish hint. Yet we can get
no assistance for railway bridges. I believe
rjans for the Claisebrook-road bridge have
been in existence for ten years. Yet any day'
whole queuies of vehicles ma-'y he seen wasting
valuable time, hindering the business of the
community, because they cannot cross the
line. It is time Our friends in the country
gave us some consideration.

'Mr. A. Thomson: We are giving you all
1)ossible consideration; you are living ont us.

Hion, W, C. Angwin: Take no notice of
him.

Mr, H17G1HES: Such a sillv statcrent one
would expect from no other mn in the earn-
munity.

'Mr. A. Thomson: It is absolutely true. all
the same.

'Mr. HUTGH ES: On whom is the bon. muem-
her livingf

M.Nr, Teesdale: He does not show the con,
dition you do.

Hon. P. Collier: He is not working
Mr. HUGHES: Of course not. He tried

his hand at erecting churches, developing the
potentialities of the next world.

The CH'TAIRM.AN: That has nothing to do
with the vote.

M.HUGHES: It is time our friends in
time country eave us some consideration and
allowed thle Government to place money at the
dlisroqall of the metropolitan area for those
three niecessary bridges. The Minister should
adaopt my sueestion to have a tally made of
the rphicles held uip andI the tim, lost daily
at ouch of the crossines.

Haem. P. Collier: If lie will not do so. or-
ganise a bunsy bee.

Thme 'Minister for Mines: What about tak-
iag a dlay off, and doing it yourselfI

M.Nr. HUGHES: I have told the Minister
that thousands of pounds are lost every da -
The 'Minister should verify it for himself.
Surely' the business of the metropolitan area
is not so unimportirnt to the Government that
they are above making a test to ascertain thet
loss. Tt worild astonish the Mfinister and mem-
bers generally if they bad particulars of the
lost. plans for the, Claisebrook-road bridge
have been in existence for ten years.

Han. P. Collier: T approved of the bridge
rhen I was in office.

Mr. HUGHES: And nothing has been done
since. When the Government treat the grow-
ing interests of the metropolitan area so flip-
pantly year after year and show no coni-
sideration for its needs, we are justified in
concluding they have a total disregard for the
welfare of the metropolis. The pi7oportion of
first class to second class carriages in the
metropolitan area is too great. To-day r
hoarded a train at Mt. Lawley, and the peo-
ple in the second class compartments were
standing on one another, though there was
plenty of room in the first class coarvrt-
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meats. The result is that people with second
class tickets use first class carriages and ren-
der themselves liable to prosecution for a
breach of the regulations. I travel three or
four times a day and invariably the second
class carriages are crowded while there is
plenty of room in the first cla-ts, If the Min-
ister is not prepared to cut out the first class
entirely, a larger proportion of second class
carriages should be provided. The first class
coaches are not bringing ia additional rev-
enue, because people with second class tickets
are riding in them. If the department are
short of second class rolling stock, some of
the first class coaches should be reduced to
second class. It is a crying shame that
women and children joining trains at Midland
.Yunction and at the stations nearer to Perth
cnn nevwer get a seat. Often the3 ' are lucky if
they can get standing room. The service has
been reduced to a minimum and the trains
are always crowded. The service must be
paying handsomely.

Mr. CUTNTNGHAM (Kalgoorlie) (9.21]:-
On the 12th September I submitted a motion
to get an expression of opinion on the ques-
tion of granting reduced fares to relatives of
inmates of the Wooroloo Sanatorium. The
Minister gave an assu-rance that the matter
would he inquired into, and that he would
make a statement when the Railway Esti-
mates *vere being considered. On that aestir-
anee I withdrew the motion. Since then I
met the Minister at his suggestion in confer-
ence with the Commissioner of ]Railways, and
it was agrreed that a 50 per ent. reduction
of fares should he ranted to relatives travel-
liug to visit their friends in the sanatorium.
I understand the Minister intends to make a
statement when replying to this debate. I
would like to know whether the matter has
been finalised and what is being done to give
effect to the suggestion. A considerable time
has elapsed. Many of the people concerned
are in indigent circumstances, and are pre-
eluded from visiting their friends owing to
the fact that railway fares are so high.

uMr. Stubbs took the Chair.]

gait. F. T. BEOUK (Beverley) [9.23]: 1
would nb)t have spoken on this vote hut for
the fact that the member for East Perth
(Mnr Hughes) made certain statements re-
garding the carriage of goods for the farmners.
I do not wish to make any disparaging re-
marks regarding the city. I entertain a-q
good feelings ton ards the people of the city
as towards those in the country. The least
we can do is to agree that the one cannot do
without the other. The hon. member inferred
that a considerable tonnage of produce from
the country was carried at a loss. That is
not a fact. It is true that superphosphate is
carried at a very low rate, but this policy
redounds to the advantage of the State.

Mr. Hrglies: Do you a~ tmy figures are
wroag!Y

7nit. F. T. BROUN: No; but the statement
the lbon. member mz'de tnipht lead the public

to believe that the railways are varrying mtost
of the country's produce at a loss. That is
not correct. The policy of carrying super-
phosphate at a very low rate has been in
force for mnany years, and it was adopted for
a very grood rca son. Though the rate is .S3d.
practically the lowest rate on the schedule, it
was adopted in order to encourage farmers
to put an increased acreage under crop. The
increased production thus secured benefits the
State generally. The lion, member said the
railways were carrying wheat at a very low
rate, and I understood him to infer that it
"as being carried at a loss.

'Mr. Hughes: I said you had a concespion
of £195,000 a rear.

lin. F. T. BII1OUN: flow is it that our rail-
NaysV S1110W L11 OCtoal ibrofit only during the
mn, of January, February and March, when
the bulk of the wheat is beina carried over the
railways I If the hon. member obtains the
figures from the Commissioner, be will find
that his argument is knocked clean out.
'Wheat is being carried at a considerable
profit to the railways. On the schedule
of paying traffic wheat is shown as1.2,
a figure much below the -rate at which many
other commodities are cardied. Bat it
must be borne in mind that the railways
are able to carry wheat at a much greater
p~rofit, in spite of the rate being low in
contrast to that charged for other corn-
inodities. Every truck can be loaded
to its fullest capacity and full train-
loads can be made up. This does not
apply, to other commodities. It is impossible
to load a 12-tomi truck to anything like its
full capacity with chaff, but it is possible
to ovcrloaul with wheat. Thus it is that
-wheat ein be carried at a cheaper rate and.
dluring the threc mionths it is carried the rail-
ways show a profit.

Mr. Hughes: A profit, or an excess of
re-ene over expenditure?

Hon. F. T. BROUN: A profit.
'Mr. Hughes: You are wrong.
HRon. F. T. BROUN: I have seen

the figurest, and I know I am right.
The hon. member was not fair in the
statements lie made regarding the farm-
ers9. He shoUIld take into consideration
not only the produce the farmers send
away, but also the commodities they
use. The rate on livestock is very high;,
2,62d.

The 'Minister for Mines : There is no
backlonding, as there is with wheat.

Hon. F. T. Bli UN: Tht- re is a certain
amount of back loading. The Commissioner is
receiving considerable freight from graziers
who buy up stare sheep and retruck them.
At the last sale 2,000 were purchased and
r-eteked. Later on they will have to be
railed buck to the metropolitan area. The
Commissioner gets the freight several timies
ove r.

Hon. P. Collier: Most of that loading is
only one way.

Hron. F. T. BIROUN: I Admit that.
The Minister for Mineq: Trucks are used.

that cannot he used for any other purpose.
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Ron. P. Collier: And the journeys are
long.

Hon. F. TF. BBO'N:- The average haulage of
sheep last year was 136 miles, of wheat 125
miles, of chaff and oats 122 miles, and of
wool, on which there is a high freight of
5.13d, it was 140 miles.

Hon. P. Collier: And cattle?
Hon. V. TF. BROUN: For stock one has to

pay for a full truck or half a truck, large or
small as the case may be. Then there are the
commodities used on the tarni. Take
vehicles of all descriptions. A large propor-
tion of these is made in the metropolitan
area, ad has to be trucked by rail. These
come under the third class rate, which is a
high one, and they work out at 8,96d., the
highest on the schedule. Then take the
commodities we use in our homes. Most of
these are carried under the first and second
class rates, which are high. They work out
at 5.55d. and 7.44d. respectively. Because
superphosphate is carried at a low rate the
hon. member should not infer that farmers
are getting commodities over the railways
at too cheap a rate.

Hon. P. Collier: They are not paying
sufficient for the services rendered to them.

Han, F. T, BROUN: They are paying
more than sufficient. Take wool and stock,
for instance.

Hon. P. Coller: Taking them all in all,
they are only paying for the services rend-
ered to them.

Ron. F. TF. BROIJN: If superphusphates are
included and everything is worked out, the
producer will be found to be paying more
than he should be paying for the services
rendered to him.

Hon. P. Collier: The rates are fixed to
cover the cost of the services rendered.

Hon. F. T. ]BROUN: More than the cost,
otherwise where would the profit come in?

'Hon. P. Collier: We do0 not get any.
]-Ioii. F. T'. BROUN : There is a

small profit. The various commodities
used on the farm and in the home
in everyday life, and used on the gold-
fields, are paid f or by the people there.
Dwellers in the metropolitan area, have
to pay none of that freight. Nine-tenths
of the commodities imported into the
city are brought here by boat to Fremantle
and taken to the city by motor lorry or by
river transport. In most cases no railway
freight is paid upon them.

Mr. Hughes: What about meatl Do we
not pay you back the freight on stock in
the high prices we pay for meat?

Hon. P. TF. BROllY: Part of that mnright
be paid.

Mr. Hughes: Do you supply our meat at
a loss!

Hon. P. TF. BROUN: What would the peo-
ple do if the farmers did not produce it?

Mr. Hughes: What would the farmer do
if we did not eat it?

Hon. F. T. BROUN: We would soon find
someone else to eat it.

Hon. P. Collier: You could not get an
overseas market for it.

Hon. F. TF. BEOUN: The member for East
Perth referred to the price of wheat. The
average farmer to-day cannot produce wheat
at 4s. and make a profit.

Mr. Hughes: Where does lie get his ini-
come!7

Hon. F. TF. BROUN: In this State a large
number of farmers will not get a greater
average than 10 bushels to the acre. On that
basis they cannot make a profit at 4s. a
bushel.

Mr. Hughes: How do they get their in-
come? The average income of a large per-
centage of them is £650 a year.

Hon. F. T. BROUN: Some of thenm may
average that income. - The hon. member would
not care to work under the conditions they
have worked for the last 15 or 20 years and
finish up with an income of £650.

-Mr. Hughes: Many people have worked
longer than that without reaching that salary.

Hon. P. Collier: People in the city have
worked just as bard as the farmer and have
not a. shilling.

Hon. P. TF. BROllY: Why did they not go
on. the land?

Hon. P. Collier: Everyone cannot go on the
land.

The Minister for Mines: A fair percentage
of these people have also produced wool and
obtained a high price for it.

Hon. F. T. BROLTN:t We cannot afford to
have our freights increased.

Hon. P. Collier: You want them reduced.
Ron. F. T. BROUN: It is not possible to

redue them. If we take tho working ax-
pienses per head of the population and the rate
per head of the population, we find that on
tie average we ate paying more for our com-
miodities than is heing paid in the Eastern
States.

'Ar. Clydesdale: Not for superphosph ate
and wheat. What is the price in South Aus-
tralia?

Hon. F. T. BROUN: It pays them to entry
superphos3phate for nothing. Cut out the
superphosphate and tell the farmers not to
take any more. What would become of the
railways? That is a futile argument. The
Labour Government dlid not think fit. to in-
crease the freight on superphosphate.

Hon. F. Collier: Because the farmers were
struggling.

Hon. F. T,. BIROUN: There are just as many
struggling farmers on the land to-day as there
were then. Because the Commissioner of
Taxation shows that a few farmers are mak-
ing £650 a year, exception is taken to this.
The unfortunate farmer has worked 20 years
at 24 hours a day.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a slight era ggera-
tion.

Hots, F. TF. BROllY: I admit it. On the
average they have worked over 12 hours a day
and in the summer they often work 16 hours
a day.
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Ur. Hfughtes: Hundreds of men in the
mectropolitan area work harder than they do.

lion. F. T. BROUN:. The farmner is en-
titled to all he gets.

'Mr. Hughes:- No one says bve is not, but be
shoald pay a reasonable freight on his goods.

lRon. F. TF. BROUNX: He is payitnz "lore
than that, ii comparison with what the friends
of the hen. member are paving. I do not say
they should pay any more, neither do I want
to ereate any ill-feeling as between the city
and the country. TFlit would be one of the
won't things ire could do. We are already
divided as between State%, nd wre do not
want to be divided amongst ourselves in West-
ern Australia.

lion. P. Collier: You are divided politic.
ally. WhV do yOuI not join with the city
Party politically i

The 'Minister for 'Mines: Judging by what
has been said to-night they are no more at
variance than you are over there.

Hon. P. Collier:- You are in two different
camps. There is a passage-way between you.

Hon. IF. T. BiIOUN : Reference has been
miade to the lar'ge estates along the railway,

Ron. P. Collier: That is a fact.
Han. F. T. BROITN: There are not as

miany a5 the lion, mnember imagiaes. It is
suggested that because of these large estates
the railways are not paying. To some extent
it is so, but as time goes on the position will
lie altered.

Hon. P. Colihr: It is becoming worse. The
last census of 10 years shows that the older
settled districts such as Northamn, Tooday,
Piagelly, and York are going back in papIT.
hstion.

Hon. P. T. BROUN: I cannot understand
that.

Hon. P. Collier: The census figures show
it to be so.

Halon. P. T. BIIOUN: In all these districts
large families have been growing up and the
estates have not been increasedI to any extent.
Many of the big holdings have heen divided
up, because the sons are now in a. position to
take them over. One estate I know of has
been divided amonest seven boys, and there is
net a big area. left. That will occur in the
case of other estates.

lion. P. Collier: Take that good stretch of
country along the Avon Valleyv as far as Pin-.
gelly and Beverley.

laon. F. T. BR011TY: There are very few
large estates around Beverley.

Hon. P. Collier:. There are plenty near Pin-
gelly but the popunlation has net increased
during the last 10) years.

Mr. MeCallum: These districts have not
maintained the natural increases.

11r. Clydesdale: They have lost mort im-
migrants than any- other part of thle State.

Hon. F. T. BEOL'N:T. MoVst of the immi-
grants have remained in the city. A decrease
in population in the country districts would
show that the conditions there in comparison
with those in the city are of such a nature as
to cause people to come to town.

lion. P. Collier: It proves that tand is not
available for people in those districts.

Hon. F. T. BROITN: Nothing of the kind.
The facilities for enjoyment are better in te
city for young people, and they go there in
consequence.

The CHAIRMAN: The lion. member must
deal with the railways.

lion. F. T. BROUNg: There is a method of
dealing with lurge estates so that they can he
brolught intoi use and he made to help it
brininig revenue to the railways.

Mlr. fHughes: In wihat weyl
Hon. F. T. BROLJN: By imposing a tax to

Cbittliel the owners to iipiov their laud.
Mr. Hughes:- That is *hat we are aiming

at.
lion. F. T. lIROVIN: I have always advo-

cated that.
Hon. P. Collier: All farmers are not as

good. as you are.
Han. F. TF. BROUN: I would sooner be in

we- iy rrking on a salary of £i00 or £400
a yer, am ladthe financial position of our

railways has improved. The position with re-
spect to our agricultural lines must improve
as time goes on. Many of our railways have
been run out practically through virgin land.
The acreage under cultivation will gradually
increase, production ivill be greater, and there
wvill be wore profits accruing to the railways.
Another point I wish to bring to the Min-
ister's attention is the necessity for sending
out clean livestock trucks to the country.
I have mentioned the matter to The Cuommis-
sioner more than once, and I think he is do-
ing his best with regard to it. Only recently
I imported from the Eastern States five valua-
ble rams. They arrived by the "Ratoomba"
and were put in a small truck at Frenmantle
and despatched to me. Unfortunately it
rained during the whole night of transit,
which made matters worse; but when the
rams arrived they were in a filthy state, and
up to their hocks in manure. I would not
have eared so much if they had been ordinary
stock, but I consider that every precaution
should he taken as regards trucks for the
coaveynce of prize or valuable stock. The
trucks. should be cleaned. In this case the
truck could easily have been washed out at
Fremantle before the stock were loaded. On
arrival the rams wcro not fit to look at- I
hope metropolitan members will give some
consideration to the needs of country resi-
dents, and that they will believe we have -no
ill-feeling at all towards any of the metro-
politan people. We want unanimity betwe
the country and the metropolis.

Mr. PI7ESSE (Toodyaty) [9.481; T, too,
hare a hardy annual to bring under notice.
The use of Collie coal on our railways is a
matter which needs the gravest consideration
by the railway anthorities.

The Mfinister for Ralways: It has got that
consideration. We are going to use 100 per
cent. of Collie coal.

Mr. PTRSSE: That will probably mean
burning 100 per cent, of the country.
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The Minister far Mlincs: Nothing of the
sort.

Mr. PIESSE: The member for Collie (Mr,
Wilsont) said to-day that there was such a
thing as the mixing of coal, and that that
was the right to to do. Some Collie coal
creates far more sparks from the locomotive
funnel than other Collie coal.

Mr. Wilson: Yes; hot the former coal is
not burnt in the wheat belt.

M r. PIESSE: I have seen it used there my.
self.

The Minister for Mines: Last year,
Mr. PIESSE: Year after year. I have

counted the fires caused by it. On one occa-
Sion the railway line fromn Wilkrforce siding
up to the rise was set on fire in 17 places.

The Minister for Mines: That does not
matter.

Mr. PIESSE: But the fires ran over into
the adjoining fields.

The Minister for M ines:- No.
Mr. PIESSE: The member for Collie will

bear me out that there is coal taken from a
mine at Collie known as the Premier.

MAr. Wilson: But that is not burnt in the
country districts.

Mr. PIESS9E: There is a Collie coal now
obtained which does not spark nearly so much
as other Collie coal. I may mention yet an-
other hardy annual, the complaint of the
drivers and firemen at being compelled to use
this inerior coal. Two or three years ago
they said that if they were permitted to use
the better class of Collie coal, there would
not be so much of a grievance. If the Rail-
way Department obtain from Collie, coal that
will not spark, then that coal should be used
in the country districts during the hot months-
Again and again have I seen fires caused by
sparks from locomotives, and therefore I hope
the Minister will seriously consider that
trouble, which during this year is likely to
cause very heavy loss. Never in the history
of the Sooth-West have we bad such abund-
ance of grass us exists there to-day. If one
spark should ignite the adjoining country on
a suitable day, there will instantly ha miles
in flames. I speak from an intimate know-
ledge of what fires can do. Other members
are well aware of the danger of ignition dur-
ing the 2oming summer. In fairness to the
officers of the Railway Department I must
say that they give the farmers as much con-
sideration as possible in this matter. I hope
the Railway Department will be permitted to
use a hetter class of Collie coal in the agricul-
tural districts during the hot months, thus
avoiding what will be a disaster unless ade-
quatte precautions are taken.

Hon. W. C. ANGW*VN (North-East Pre-
Fremntlte) (9.54:]1 The last speaker must
be fully aware that during the war and sinc
the war nearly 100 per cent. of Collie coal has
been used by the Railway Department. There
are now about 1,100 farmers under the Indus-
tries Assistance Board. Last year those far-
rnons paid a total of £.2.3,943 is. 7d. for insur-
ance of crops against fire and hail.

Mr. Piesse: They dto not come within the
inflammable area.

Hlon. W. C. ANGWIN; The total of the
losses paid amounted to only £6,102 I5s. 8d.

Mr. Piesse: Grass is not insured.
Hion. W. C. ANGWIN: The Industries As-

sistance Board came into existence during
19.16, and from that time up to the end of
last March the total of the premiums paid for
insurance of crops--and Collie coal has been
used during almost the whole of that period-
was £166,105. Yet the insurance companies
have paid in respect of losses from both fire
and hail a total of only £53,644.

Mr. Piesse: That is in the distant wheat
belt.

Rion. W. C. ANGW IN: Collie coal is said to
be worse at a distance than near at hand.

The Premier: This has nothing to do with
the railways.

lion. W. C. ANGWIN: It has, as showing
that fires do not occur so frequently as the
member for Toodyay (Mr. Piesse) has sug-
gested. Now T wish to reply shortly to some
statements of the member for Beverley (lon.
F. T. Broun). From that lion. member's
speech-and he is generally very fair-one
would think that the member for East Perth
(Mr. Hughes) had argued against low rates
being charged for the carriage of the far-
mer's produce and fertiliser. The member
for East Perth did nothing of the kind, What
he did say was that those farmers who are
prosperous, who have been many years on the
land and are so thoroughly established as to
he making large incomnes, should pay rates
which will reimburse the Rilway Department
for the carriage of their goods. The member
for Beverley said that the farmer's wheat is
taken in train loads. So; is local timber taken
in trainloadbz. During the last financial year
the earnings per ton-mile hare been 2.2 Vd.,
while fertiliser has been charged only .53d.
Again, w-heat in trainloada pays 1ISM2., as
againsct 2.27d. paid by timber in trainloads.
Hay, straw, chaff, which the member for B~v-
erley said could not be conveyved in the same
mnanner as wheat, are charged 1.39d. In the
matter of train loads, therefore, the farmers
have a preference over other local industries.
The member for Beverley pointed out that the
Labour Party, when in office, did not alter
this state of affairs. There was an interjec-
tion to the effect that the farmers were not so
prosperous then as they are to-day. The
Labour Government took office in 1911, and
that very year there was a partial drought,
which meant ruin to a large number of far-
mners. At the time, therefore, the farmers
could not afford to pay any increased charges;.
Io 1914 there was another drought. We dlid
raise the rate on fertiliser a little. One of the
conditions which were presented to us like a
pistol ponted at our heads-and let mep add
that the pistol was fired-n-ast that the Gov-
ernment must remit to the farmers £60,000
per annum. That was one of the conditions
on which the National Government took office.
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Honl. P. Collier, 'Yes, a Present Of £00,000
to the farmers.

Halt. W. C. ANGWtN: As a. result,
ill July, 19161, at the first meeting of
the House, the Labour Party were shot
out of office, simply because they would
not agree to all tile leinands of the
Cuuntry Party. We were unfortunate en-
ough to lose the Roebourne seat, thus find-
ing our-selv-es in a minority of one instead of
a -majority of one. go we were shot out of
office beenue we would not agree to the Coun-
try Party's demands, That is an actual tact.With all duec respect t the Premier, I wish
to say that in agreeing to the Country Party's
demands the National Government did more
harin to this State than had ever been done
previonsly. It will be many yea-rs before thle
damage can be repaired.

The Premier: It is the first time I have
heard that.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: It has been ruled
that the question of large estates has nothing
to do with the Railway Estimates, but per-
haps I may make a reference to it. The mnem-
ber for Beverley has said that there are no
large estates in this country. Bat he was a
member of at Cabinet which brought in a Bill
for the subdivision of large estates.

Hoa. P. Collier: The Bill was passed
through this House twice.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The Premier him-
self has recognised that there are large es-
tates in Western Australia by endeavouring
on two occasions to pass through Parliament
a Bill for their subdivision. I anm pleased to
remember that this side of the House saved
the face of the Government by helping to
carry the Bill, while members on the cross
benches including the present M1inister for
Agriculture and deputy Premier, voted against
the Bill.

The Minister for Agriculture: Wil~l you
not agree that the large land owners of this
State are doing more than any otber sec-
tion?

Hlon. W. C2. AN.%GWIN:. T am not arguing
tbat point. We cannot do without the fanni-
ers, hut I do not want a wrong impression
to get abroad. Ri is wrong to say that the
member for East Perth (Mr. Hlughes) sng-
gested increasing the rates. He said that
we should keep the rates down and vtssist
the poor farmers, but that those large
far mers who were making big incomes
should pay their fair share towards the cost
of running the railways.

The Minister for Agriculture: Don't you
agree that the landholders are doing more
here than the landholders in any other part
of Australia?

Hon. W. C. ANGWT: I do not know! T
am not taking that point. There must be
no misrepresentation in this matter. In his
first financial statement in this Housfe, the
Premier painted ont that the fertiliser car-
ried for the farmers in that year was
£:80,000 below the necessary cost entailed in
c-arting it for them. Hon. members can

look up the statement for theu's'ives in
"Hansard. "

The Minister for Agriculture:- T do not
think anyone will dispute it, but this is a
matter of polity.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister must
realise that what I em saying is correct.
The member for Beverley (Hon. F. T.
Broon) said that the fertilisers were carried
for a halfpenny per mile and showed a
profit.

Mr. A. Thomson:. He admitted that pos-
sihly there was a loss.

Hon. W. r. ANCGWJN: He said there was
a profit. Hon. members must reiuenber that
during that period there was a considerable
increase in the cost of running the railways.
J am not such a fool as to say that the farm-
ing community has done no good for the
Sitate. They have, and we require them,
and still more of them. If the Premier
brought forward his Bill this session to deal
with the large holdings, hc would get the
support of the Labour Party, but the Coun-
try Party would not support it.

Hon. P. Collier: No fear.
Rion. W. C. ANOWIN: That is because

th~ere are big landholders controlling their
movement, and the small man's interests
are not conserved. I have nothing more to
say on the Estimates and I would not have
spoken had it not been necessary to reply
to the member for Beverley.

Mr. RICKMOTT (Pingelty) (10.4]: 1 do
not intend to say anything about the car-
riage of wheat and superphosphates, but I
desire to draw attention to a few local re-
quirements along the tireat Southern rail-
way. I1 do not intend to find fault with thle
Minister for spending money At Mt. Barker.

lion. 1'. Collier: That was a terrible thing.
Mr. 2Marshall: What about the calf skin?
Mr. EICICMOTT:- I do not think one

placte should he singled ont and alt tte;s
neglected. We have another important sta-
tion along the line which is a junction for
other lines. 13etween £300 and £400 line
becnt spent on buildings there, but the con-
ditions the men are working tinder now-
we have a night and a day station-master,
showing that there is work to be done there
-are absolutely unfit for them. Something
should be done to remove the existing dis-
ability. We have a dangerous railway
c-tossing, and the Minister knows that there
have been two or three accidents there.
There was one death, a lady's leg was
broken, and a youth injured. When the
train is in the station it extends beyond the
crossing. It is a dangerous crossring and
some attention should begie toi
Ever since the line was frst constructed,
and the existing buildings erected by the
-ontractor, nothing has been done beyond
some slight improvements. These two sta-
tions are important places, and should re-
ceive some attention. The officers there-
should be Ov'en better facilities for carry-
ing out their work. I do not wish to delay
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the Committe 1)' s tressinv the ne&essitv
for low ftigbts in connection With wheat
or fertiliser. We know that wheat is Par-
ried in trainloads more rapidly than any
other coiniority. and the traffie along th~e
line niakei it 4fit* of tle busiest and most
profitable to the :Strte. At Popanyiinng
there is4 comparatively little business, hut
titer.' i"; a flue pdutforni and brick stalion.
At tlirse ottn-c centrvs, the housnig aecoi-
modittion tar the staiff is poor indeed.,
trust the Miniister will. look into the-se
mtatters4.

(Mr. Angelato okl the Chair.)

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [10.81: 1 want
to draw attention to, the disparity between
the trains running north and south a against
those wanning east and west. I do this be-
cause I notice a decision has been arrived at
to duplicate the line from east to west. It
would be well to analyse the existing condi-
tions regarding the line from east to west, to
see how it is working and how it is paying.
This is not the time when any Government
can play with making promises or do any-
thing in the way of railway construction,
unless there ia & fair chance of the line be-
coming remunerative within a reasonable
time. Some years ago the Government de-
cided to construct a line connecting the Great
Southern centres of Narrogin, Williams, and
other places to the eastward with the nearest
port. It is interesting to know what arrange-
ments were mnade for the travelling public
along the line from east to west. Strange
though it may appear to hion, members, tbere
is only one day in the week that we emn get
from Bunbury to -Narrogin, and the train
travels at the enormous speed of fromn seven
to eight miles per hour.

Hon. P. Collier: It has plenty of time to
do the journey.

The Minister for Mines: And you can
take the samne train back in the next week.

Mr. MONEY: The difficulty is that one
cannot get back at all.

Mr. Hughes: The train actually exhausts
itself.

Mr. MONESY: It is the most astoaisbing
railway arrangement one can imagine.

Hon. P. Collier: It must be.
Mr. MONEY: There is only one day in

the weik you can go there and no Amy in the
week to get back! There is nothing s
strarge as that which is true.

Hon. P. Collier:- Which line is thntt
Mr. MONEY: The Narrogin-Collic-Bua-

bury line.
Hon. P. Collier: It is a conspiracy to keep

the people there.
Mr. MONEY: I have made representations

to the department and the answer I have re-
ceived is: "How many passengers 'will there
be; there cre not enough to warrant a
through train." How can the passengers get
thercY It Is too absurd.

Hon- P. Collier: flow can the train go
without people?

The Minister for Mines: We will provide
trains every hour of the day if you guarantee
the traffic.

Mr. MONEY: This is a trunk line east
and west and a direct line from that part
of the State to the nearest port. I am sorry
the member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) is not in his seat. I do not
know what interests have been at work, which
result in the country service running at the
rate of seven miles an hour while the city and
suburban service over a similar line and with
similar engines, runs at 25 miles an hour.
There is no answer to it. I found that one
train arrived at Collie half an hour after an-
other train left that centre. I asked why
one- train could not be delayed or the other
speeded up so as to junction with the other
train, and so as to enable people to get
through in oop? day.

'Mr. A. Thomson: Of course that could not
be done.

Mr. MONEY: The answer I received was,
that it Could not be done, because at the
other end a shbift bad to be worked of eight
hours. In consequence of the award provid-
ing for that shift, I was told the train could
not start a l1ittle earlier so as to make the
junction. If that is the position, either the
railway should be shifted, or the union.

Ron. W. C. Angwin:. Yoa know that Fre-
tnantle is the natural port for 'Narrogin and
the surrounding districts?

Mr. MON-EY: It is not, but it will be so
long as you people control the railways. So
long as that continues, the metropolitan trains
are likely to continue at 25 miles an hour
while the country trains proceed at seven
miles an hour. This is a matter of centraliza-
tion, concerning which we talk so much and
do so little to alter.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But Fremntle is the
natural port.

The Premier: You would contend that Frve-
mantle is the natural port for all districts.

Mr. MONEY:. I do not know how it is
possible for these arrangements to obtain on
such a line in the country, when with the same
rolling stock it is possible to have a service
running at 25 wriles an hour in the metro-
politan area.

Hon. P. Collier: How do you account for
it?

The Minister for Mines: -. 1 must go into
the matter.

Mr. MONEFY: It is a question of central-
isation in Perth and Frenmantle.

Hon. P. Collier: Well, join up with the
Country Party executive and you will get it
changed!

Mr. MVO2EY: On this Matter I am speak-
iug from experience. T desired to go across
to Narrogin, and that was. the result. I made
Inquiries from the heads of the departments,
but the result was the same.

H~on. P. Collier:. You can take a boat to
Freinantle, sad get round that way.

Mfr. ?%fONI!Y: People a-re comingZ to Perth
120 miles. and szoin . down to Narrogia 227
miles, instead of making that journey of 130
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Miles along the natural route. The sooner
this is remedied the better f or Western Aus-
tralia, because people cannot afford to travel
three times the distance when there is a dir-
ect railway. At present, as I have shown, it
saves time to take the round-about route. No
dlearer example of unreasonable train ar-
rangemenits could be instanced. I was not
here when the Minister introduced his Esti-
mates.

The Minister for Mines: That wan your
loss.

Mr. MONEY: Probably it was. But I
should like to know whether any serious at-
tempt has been made to acknowledge the ter-
rible state of the railway grades in the South-
West, impossible grades in lines carrying a
huge timber traffic, a huge coal traffic, and a
hugc wheat traffic? Has anything been done
in the uuatter of providing electrical power
from Collie for the railways of the South-
West? It is of no use going on in the old
way, with the building of railways just as
they were built 15 or 20 years ago, notwith-
standing that other countries acknowledge
the necessity for electrical transport. Again,
I wonder whether, in the light of the probable
unification of the railways in Australia, we
are going to continue building lines on the
old gauge, thus rendering it more difficult
to bring about standardisation. I have heard
nothing from the Minister on the subject,
but I say that reform is necessary.

The Minister for Mines: I agree.
Mr. MONEY: If Australia is to be a

nation, we must standardise our railways, for
we require economic transport just as do
other parts of the world.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [10.20]: There is
a new develoment near to Westonia where
certain facilities have been asked for. The
fencing of the railway yard has been pro-
mised by the Commissioner, and I should be
glad if the Minister could speed up this fa-
cility. I am hopeful that a further develop-
ment will take place in mining in that centre.
A gentleman there is frying to do what he an
to get out alluvial with the object of using
the money earned to re-establish mining in
Westonia. In spending that money there he
is not only doing a service to the agricultural
interet, but also, I hope, to mining. A little
further west we come to Walgoolan. There
will be a heavy development there. It is
one of the finest belts of country in the
district. It runs right through to the
Mt. Marfsall railway, constituting a mag-
nificent belt. That being so, we should not
hang back in giving railway facilities to
thst area. In his first year up, there one of
the settlers has 700 acres under crop. I hope
something will be done to provide the settlers
with transport facilities. I then come on
past Burracoppin to Merredin where, owing
to its geographical position, nearly all the
main trains run through between 11 p.m. and
3 a.m. In the new waiting room the ac-
commodation for the passengers is unsatis-
factory, hut 0Ie refreshment room is a dis-
grace. There is a fine signs] box, but up to

the present about 20 dog boxes have to do
duty as offices. As Narrogin is the running
centre for the Great Southern, so Merredin is
bound to be the running centre for the East-
ern line through the agricultural belt. As
I say, the refreshment room at the station is
a disgrace, and I trust a serviceable building
will be erected in the near future. At Tam.
mini a few months ago the Premier received
a deputation and gave a definite promise that
he would use his influence with the Commis-
sioner and the Minister to have a platform
put in.

The Minister for Mines: Who, the Premier?
He has no influence.

The Premier: Thank God I haven't.
Mr. HARRISON: At all events, I under-

stand the Premier gave a definite promise that
this nmatter would be taken in hand. Tammin
ieally oughtiato have a platform.

The Prmir I agree.
Mr. HARRISON: No other centre up there

has contributed as much wheat traffi as bas
Tammin.

The Minister for Mines: They don't use a
platform for wheat.

Mr. HARRISON: But why penalise Tam-
min when platforms are given to other cen-
tres9 Tammnin is the oldest centre on the
road.

Hon. P. Collier: I do not admit that.
Mr. HARRISON: You were Minister for

Railways yourself, so do not say too much.
Hon. P. Collier: And. you never once asked

me for a platform.
Mr. HARRISON: Certain facilities are re-

quired at Woes], facilities necessary to
health. They ought to be provided. At
Meckering a truck of gravel and a few
sleepers would give them all they want. Why
not let them have iT It would be of great
advantage to people travelling. Two roads
converge almost to a point, and just a small
ramp requires to be thrown up outside for
loading.

Hon. P. Collier: A couple of farmers could
do it before breakfast.

Mr. HARRISON: Meckering is an old-
established district with a lot of traffic, and
this facility would be of advantage, not only
to the farms, but to the traders in the town.
I trust the Minister will take note of the
''H1ansard'' report-because I do not see him
making any notes himself-and put this mat-
ter in hand at once. I will not enter into
any controversy over traffic rates for wheat
or su,-er, becaase the member for Beverley
(Hon. F. T. Broun) has ably defended the
farmers in that respect. I trust the Minister
will supply these several necessary facilities.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES AND RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. J. Seaddan-Albany-in re-
reply) [10.27]: 1 had proposed to detain the
Committee for some time in order that 1
might reply to the criticisms aimed at the
department and me by lion, members, but in
view of the lateness of the hour I now pro-
pose to be as brief ns possible. I want to tell
the hon. member who has just resumned his
seat that I a fully aware of the election
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next March and that, therefore, this is an
occasion when grievances of an appropriate
nature should be duly brought forward.

Mr. Harrison, You cn cut that out. 1
am not thinking about the election.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As I will
not he here next sessien, if the ba,. member
is prepared to accept my promise that he
shall have a platform, I am quite prepared to
give it.

Ilaon. P. Collier: Brit it will not be bind-
ing o your successor.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, of
course not. It reminds me of a request once
nmade to me for an overhead bridge at M~i-
Iewa. To-those asking for it I said we had
(-ertain funds available, and that so far as
Ave could use them in the direction of aiding
thme earning capacity of the railways Ave wert!
prepared to do so. I told them also that
when at some future time we had sufficient
money to go right round, they weuld get their
overhead bridge. I said to them, ''I will
promise you that when funds are made avail-
able for such purposes you shall have your
overhead] bridgze at Mallewa'

lon. P. Collier: That was definite enough.
The 'M INISTER FOR 'MITNES: Yes, wasn't

it On my return to Perth, the member for
Guildford (Mr. Davies) introduced a depu-
tation asking for an overhead bridge at West
Guildfor-d. I gave to them precisely the same
reply. It appeared in the newspapers, and on
the same day I received an indignant wire
from Mullewa-" Have you forgotten your
promise?"' I wired back that I had not for-
gotten it, that I had merely repeated it, and
asked them what more did they want. After
all, it is one thing to make request for the
expenditure of money, and another to decide
how best to spend the strictly limited amount
available. Under existing conditions, the
many demands made for important reqlu ire-
ineats should be conceded rather than that we
should ST end money in making it easy to cross
over a railway line. We are justified in ask-
ing th't these thin zs wait while we overcome
the difliculties resultant on the war conditions,

sshcnt material was not available and money
vtas scarce andi dear. The most important
matter wag that mentioned by the Leader of
the Oppositicit regarding the Collie coal con-
tract. I repeat I had no knowledge of the
recent contract until it was completed. I have
asked the Commissioner for an explanation
in order that his position may not be mis-
understood. The Leader of the Op'ositin
said if the Commissioner had made a definite
agreement while he w-ne Minister, there would
not hove been room in the department for
the Commissioner and himself. I do not think
the hon. member would say that if be under-
stood the position. The questior. of fixing a
price for coal from Collie is uite not of the
hi-'d, of the Commnissioner. Tt is fixed hbv a
tribunal over which neither the Commissioner,
the coal company, nor the Government has
ainy control. The tribunal was areinted in
the first instance under the War P,-eca,,tions
Acet and afterwards it carried on under an Act

that took the place of the former statute. The
tribunal is still in exstence and we cannot
interlere with the price of coal for consump-
tion on the railways. There was no question
of policy affecting the price. It was merely a
tpuestioni of arriving at the basis of the price
frr the varying grades of coal from the Collie
district. T he other questioa. was from what
taines the coal should be obtained and what
proportion should be taken from each mine.
In view ef the fact that in 1920 the Comuis-
sioner of Railways had submitted that ques-
tion to the Government for a decision, and had
obtained a definite decision from the Govern-
ment, he elaims-and I think rightly-there
was no necessity for him to resubmit the mat-
ter to the Government, because the conditions
meanwhile bad not changed. I have a minute
dated the 29th November, 1920, containing
no allocation of the quantities of Coal from
the different mines. On an assumed basis of
60,000 tons per annum, the distribution fav-

nored by the Commissioner was:-Cardiff, 10
per cent., 26,000 tons; Co-operative, 42 per
ccit, 108,000 tons; Proprietary, 38 Per Cent.,
100,000 tonms; Westralia, 10 per cent., 26,000
tons. Paragraph 3 of the minute readst-

You will note that this omits any supply
from the Premier mine which, of course,
is the worst coal, in addition to the mine
being very awkwardly situated, viz., eight
miles from Collie on the Collie-Narrogin
railway. However, the Government may
consider it desirable to give the Premier
Company a proportion of the order with a
view to keeping the mine alive. It does no
other business, the department taking all
that it can produce, which really is not much
argument for keeping it alive. In view of
this consideration, I suggest the following
alternative allocation of order:-Cardiff,
10 per cent., 26,000 tons; Co-operative, 38
per cent., 100,000 tons; Proprietary, 33 per
cent., P8,000 tons; Westralia, 10 per cent.,
26,C00 tons: Premier, 9 per cent., 20,000
tons.

The Commissioner adds that these allotments
are in conformity with the steaming value of
the coals demonstrated by tests carried out
by the last Royal Commission on the Collie
coal industry' . I minuted to that ''Approved
on the basis of paragraph 3,"' laying down
that the Premier mine was to get a propor-
tion. It was essential that we should keep
open a mine that was not embraceed within
the one company operating at Collie, and it
was nece'sary to fate the possibility of obtain.
inV coal of a similar nature to' give us a
field on which to or-erate in years to come.
The member for Collie (Mr. Wilson) knows
that right along the line I have held that if
we could vet the engine-drivers up to the point
where, subject to the allocation being satis-
factory, they would use all local coal, we
would burn 1('0 per cent, of Collie coal. At
the first conference, when the representa-
tives of the mine owvners, the miners and
the engine-drivers met-

Rod. P. Collier: When I was Minister I
broke down their opposition by deciding off
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my own bat that they would have to use Collie
coal %hether they liked it or not.

The MINiSTER FOR MINES: I admit
that. Although a Mlinister may decide on a
certain course of action, it the engine-drivers
using the coal tuke suet a firm stand as they
proposed to do-they almost threatened to
strike--

in. P1. Collier: They were threatening me
all the time I1 was there because they wanted
to take no coal at nll tram a couple of mines.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber jar Collie knows I insisted that those
mines should receive fair treatment, s~ibject to
an agreement being arrived at between the
intere-ted jparties. The whole of the parties
interested came to an agreement. The Comi-missioner said when he noticed the letter
from the Crown Solicitor on the question of
policy, his attention was directed to the min-
ute from which I have just quoted. The
position, however, has not altered in the
slightest degree, except as regards the basis
upon which the values of the coal from the
respective mines shin Id he arrived at. Under
the agreement, in the event of the tribunal
reducing the price of Collie coal, the price to
the Railway Department is automatically re-
duced. If the Arbitration Court reduces the
wages of the men _ n the coal industry, the
price of coal to the department is automati-
cally reduced. We liave retained the alloca-
tion of coal to the different mines on the
lame basis as previously, a basis to which
the interested parties have agreed, and there
is no change, except that the Commissioner
has made a three-years' contract in order
to have coal availahle to the railways
without any question whatsoever.

Mfr. Wilson: The miners* wages are based
on a sliding scale according to the price of
coal.

H1on. P. Collier:- The point is th'tt if the
price of coal comes down, then 'vages come
down. That is not qiiite the same thing.

The MnISTER FOR MINES: It is the
same as regards the agreement.

lion. P. Collier: No, it is not.
The MINISTER FOR MTINES: Yes, un-

der the agreement made by the Commissioner
it is clearly stated that in the event of the
cost of production being reduced, either by
the tribunal or by other me'kns, the reduction
shall apply under the agreement. The State
will get the fell benefit. Every penny red--c-
tion in the price of Collie COal works out at a
saving of £1,000 per annum to the depnrtm,2nt.
The ('ommissioner of Railways elaims that
under the conditions of this agreement he will
be able to overcome the many difft-ulties that
arose 1 reviously, and there will he a difference
in the price of coal representing a savin-' of
£3,000 annually to the depart-vent. There
may be differences of opinion on that, but the
Commissioner is quiite satisfied, from the
opinions of those in a j osition to technically
advise him, that that result will be attained,
because of' the system of arrivine at the b~t.u.
value of the coals from the different mines
and the basis upon which they will be paid
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f or. The price, however, is definitely fixed
by the coal tribunal.

Hon. P. Collier: The file does not show that
any officer advised him, It shows that the
CommL'-sioetr worked it out.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I think
Mr. Evans and Mr. Backshall, as well as the
Commissioner, dealt with it, Mr. Evans being
advised on the technical side by Mr. Lumb.
The Commissioner assures me he has arrived
at his conclusions on the opinions of the ex-
pert officers of his department. I wish to
make this point because of the rumiours in
eirci~latiOnl concerning me. The "Worker''
newspap~er thought it had discovered some-
thing of tremendous moment. I admit the
whole argument was purely political and on
political matters I am not sufficiently
thin-skinned to worry very much. It
was suggested that the statement say-
oured of libel. That does not matter.
These are the facts, as disclosed in the files.
I never discussed this question with the
Commissioner either by telephone or by
minute to a greater extent than has already
been stated by the member for Collie (Mfr.
Wilson). I ha~d no idea that a contract for
the supply of coal had been made by the
Comminssioner until the Leader of the
Opposition asked the question.

Honi. P. Collier : I accepted that state-
ment.

The MKINISTER FOR MINES:- I know
that, and so did the editor of the
"'Worker." He offered to make that dcfi-
ruite statement when another party to the
agreement drew attention to the actual
facts, but lie has niot yet dune it. What-
ever our ideas on political questions may be,
we ought to realise that for too long we
have been adopting the attitude of trying
to obtain a party advantage by endeavour-
ing to damage the personal character of the
individual. It does not reflect well on mem-
bers and Others that they should adopt that
attitude. That -aufortunately is what has
Arisen on this debate.

Uohi. P. Collier: Not on this debate.
The MIN_-ISTPR FOR MAINES: Yes. Some

members opposite kept on asking questions
that had] a particular inference. It was
strange, they said, that the Commissioner
should adapt this at-titude; it required sonho
explanation. The inference was that I must
have had a hand in the matter irrespective
of mny declaration to the contrary. I am
glad to say the Leader of the Opposition
adopted ant entirely different attitude. I
give this out to whoever likes to hear it.
Any of my political actions, either as Mfin-
ister or as a member, in connection with
any of these matters on which I have been
scandalised, is open to the fullest investiga-
t'ion the moment it is asked for. I have
heard all sorts of rumours. When the Pre-
ier announced that I was retiring from

Cabinet to take up another position, 'the
first thing I heard was that I had gone into
the sandalwood business. The next thing
-was that I was going to take over the Collie
mines. Then I was said to be cumbinileg
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the two things. In the West Australian
Club it was said I had combined sandalwood
with the Collie mines and was in the thick
of a beautiful ramp. The facts are that I
am to be paid a salary under agreement,
which is available for inspection by any
member.

Mr. Hughes: The West Australian Club
is not associated with us.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
Bay it is. I have drawn attention to the
attitude of the "Worker,'' of which I am a
shareholder.

Hon. P. Collier: There are no workers in
the West Australian Club.

The 'MINISTER FOR MIXES: That is
recognised as a scandalmoagering place, and
what is said there does not affect me. We
ought to be careful what we say for the
purpose of making inferences and trying to
impart those inferences to the public against
any public man. All sorts of statements
have been circulated, the outcome of infer-
ences, and Royal Commissions have been
appointed to inquire into them. When the
Conmmissioners have brought in their find-
ings it has been shown that there was
nothing 'in the statements made. I had
nothing to do with the Collie coal contract.
Prom the point of view of the State the
Commissioner did the right thing. My
acceptance of a position with the Westra-
lisa Motors Company has nothing to do
either with the conclusion or the considera-
tion of the agreement made by the Commis-
sioner on behalf of the Governmenmt. Now
I come to other matters that count. The
Leader of the Opposition referred to the
astonishing fact that wages had decreased
while salaries bad increased. That is not
quite correct.

Mr. McCalum: You made that statement,
and the Leader of the Opposition tripped
you up on it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : The
Leader of the Opposition made it by way
of interjection.

Mr. McCallum. He picked you up.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. He

can answer for himself. The average wage
paid has not decreased in spite of the re-
duction in the basic wage of from 13s. 4d.
to 12s. l0d. On the 30th June, 1922, there
were 6.230 wages men employed in the rail-
ways, earning at the rate of £1,410,794 per
annum, giving an average of £222 179. 64.
per man per year.

Mr. Hughes: Is that inclusive of over-
time?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is the
average rate paid. On the 30th June, 1923,
there were 6,259 men employed, earning
£1,395.113. an average of £222 i7s. lid, per
man per year. The increase is only 5d. per
man per year, but it is an increase and not
a decrease.

Mr. Hughes. Due to overtime through
retrenchment.

lion. P. Collier: Is that for the wages
staff9I

The MINISTER FOR M1INES: Yet.
Hnn. P. Collier: But the wages have been

reduoed.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The aver-

age salary to the 30th June, 1922, for the
salaried staff was 2386 s. lu 1923 it was
£E287 19s. 8d., an increase of £1. l6s. 8d. for
the salaried n. The main reason why
there are no decreasesi, although the basic
wage has been decreased, is because there
is such a small proportion of the men in the
service on the basic wage; nearly all arc
above it. The effect has not been along the
lines members have indicated, namely, that
be~cause the basic wagae has been reduced
the men in the service have been redueed
proportionately.

Mr. Hughes: There has been a lot of
overtime consequent upon retrenchment.

The MINISTER FOR MI1NES: I am
speaking of the average earnings of the
men in the Railway Department.

Mr. Hughes: They had to work overtime
to get it.

The 'MINISTER FOR NWIfNES: The reduc-
tion that was accepted voluntarily by men
in the service was 6d. a day. A similar
amount was accepted voluntarily by the
salaried staff.

Mr. McCallum. It was not accepted volun-
tarily. It was given by the Arbitration
Court award so far as the Amalgamated
Society was concerned.

The MIWNISTER FOR MINES: No. Even
up to the Chief Mechanical Engineer a re-
duction of 6d. a day was accepted volun-
tarily by the salaried men in the same way
as was done by the wages men.

Mr. McCallum: It was started by the de-
eision of the Arbitration Court in the case of
the Amalgamated Society. The salaried men
generally were not reduced.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:- The sal-
aried men accepted a voluntary reduction in
the same -ratio as was the case with the wages
men.

Hon. P. Collier: That section of the sal-
aried staff, who did not have their salaries
compulsorily reduced-

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There was
no compulsory reduction in the salaried staff.
The compulsory reduction by the Arbitration
Court of 6d. a day applied to the wages men,
and the salaried men accepted voluntarily a
similar reduction.

Mr. McCallum: As an alternative to going
to the court.

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: I am not
saying why they did so.

Hon. P. Collier: My point did not relate to
that. You were indicating where salaries
have been increased, and I wondered why that
was so when the basic wage had been de-
creased.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The basic
wage has been reduced, but not the average
wage. That is an entirely different thing.

Hon. P. Collier- No.
The MINISTER FOR MINES. Only about

230 men on the 44-hour week earning 14a. a
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day and 325 men on the 48-hour week earning
12s. 10d. a day were on the basic wage, This
is less than 10 per cent. of the employees on
wages, the remainder being junior workers
'irho are below the basic wage for adults1 or
the superior class of workers who receive
more than the basic wage. The reduction of
the basic wage did not have a serious eiffect
in reducing the average wage paid to the men
in the service.

Mr. McCallum.- That is a misleading state-
ment. How many employees are there on the
basic wage? There is a basic wage for all the
different classes of work in the railways, and
there was a reduction in each ease. You are
taking the basic wage at 13s. 8d.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I said 14s.
The Commissioner says there are only 280
men on the 44-hour week earning 14s. a day
and 325 on the 48-hour week earning 12s. 10d.
a day.

Mr. McCallum: There are so mauy different
basic wages. You are quotinv them at 14s.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: What I
havc said shows that the average wage paid
to the men in the service has not been re-
duced during the last 12 months.

Mr. Hfughes: What about the overtime?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not

care about that.
Mr. Hughes: Why not tell the whole of the

truthI
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot

argue with the hon. member. A railway sys-
tem operating to the extent which ours does
is bound to have anomalies. If the depart-
ment remove one anomaly, they create another.
If they adjust the matter of freight on a
pig from one point to another point, some-
body else forwarding a calf skin will have a
complaint. It suggests itself to me that the
man mentioned by the member for Xatanning
(Mr. A. Thomson) as forwarding the calf
akin, must have stolen the calf and killed it,
and then sent away the skin so that nothing
could be traced. Imagine a man in Katan-
ning doing as we are told when he could have
simply sold the calf skin to a meirchiant I
These tliines have nothing to do with railway
administration. Again, there is the question
of scales. The member for Ratanning knows
that the type of scales he speaks of is the
Avery typ, which can be moved in a cart
without difficulty; or else the weights can be
token away, the scale thus being rendered use-
less. What is the use of putting a scale of
that sort at a siding?

Mr. A. Thomson: The settlers will guaran-
tee to look after the scale.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The set-
tlers will guarantee anything without finan-
cial responsibilty. However, duiring recent
months the Railway Department have evolved
a policy for providing scales where the traffic
justifies it. If an association of settlers, or
the local branch of the Primary Producers'
Association, will undertake to purchase scales
on a tine payment basis, the department will
provide a set at the oinel siding. The

association or branch can operate the
scales and collect all the fees, and pay the
department back as they get the money.
Fronm the hon. member's complaint it is evi-
dent that somebody got a pound of tea fromt
town and was not certain he was receiving the
proper weight, and therefore wanted scales to
weigh the pound of tea-after which he would
probably get away with the scales. It is not
a respousibility of the Railway Decpartment to
weigh commodities for the purpose of com-
inercial sale.

Mr. A. Thomson: I never said so.
The MINISTER FOR MIINES: But that

is what the hon. memher wants us to do.
Mr. A. Thomson: 'Why do you have scales

at other stations?
The MINISTER FOR MINES:. Because

there is someone in attendance at them.
Mr. Mann: 'You cannot have scales at un-

attended sidings.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Both the

sidings which have been mentioned had some-
one in charge when the scales were put there.
The member for Guildlford (Mr. Davies) and
other members suggested the reduction of
fares end freights. After all, it is one thing
to make suggestions which are popular, and
it is another thing to apply those sug-
gestions and at the same time justify their
application. It would be simple and popular
and easy to say, "We will make a reduction
of 10 per cent. in fares, and a similar reduc-
tion in freights.'' But when, at the end of
the year, the Treasurer brought down a
budget with a huge deficit, everybody would
say, ''What sort of humbug is this?" Men-
hers may be able to curry favour by suggest-
iag all these reductions, but they forget, at
all events for the moment, that they are
equally responsible with the Treasurer for
seeing that as far as practicable, without in-
jury being done to our industries, the railway
ledger is wade to balance. The time has not
yet arrived when we can make substantial
reductions. A concession of 10 per cent.
might be granted in respect of workers'
tickets or fares in the metropolitan area, but
it would never be noticed. The amnonnl of
the reduction would be so small, relatively
to the fares now being charged, that the
individual would never know he bad had the
benefit of it. Nothing less than a reduction
of 25 or 33 per cent. would be appreciable;
and then the Government would lose £27,000
in a direction where they could ill afford the
loss. Before any- reduction is made in re-
spect of a twopenny or sixpenny railway
ticket, the man outback 'Who has to carry his
goods hundreds of miles over the railways and
then anything from 50 up to a couple of hun-
dred miles by team in order to carry on an
industry essential to the very life of this
community, should receive consideration. The
member for Guildford (Mr. Davies) suggests
that if we do not reduce suburban fares, the
motor buses will take all the metropolitan
traffic away from the railways. If the motors
can run in competition with the railways and
give a better service at a cheaper rate, the
workers have nothing to complain about. Let
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them use the motors. But the Railway De-
partmnent cannot pay a living wage to its
employees and work the railways and main-
tain the system if a substanktial reduction is
-made.

Mr. Heron: There should be a, higher tax
on motors,

The MINISTER FOR "MINES: We must
ask the users of the railways to pay a reason-
able return for the service rendered. All
the Australian railway systems are in the same
position as regards motor competition.

Mr. Marshall: No railway system in any
part of the world can compete with motors
over a short distance.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
propose to discuss the matter further? except
to add that a lot could be done if we had
unimited funds available. Under the con-
ditions prevailing we can do ao more than
see the financial year out. If at the end of
-the current financial year we balance the rail-
way ledger, then we ought to consider the
question of reductions in charges. In the
meantime, I am afraid, the existing state of
affairs must continue.

Item, Chief Traffic Manager, £576:
Hon. P. COLLIER: The general discussion

having closed, I have a few words to offer in
connection with the traffic branch. I do
not wish to pursue at length the question of
the Commissioner's action with regard to the
new coal agi cement. I have listened to the
Commissioner's explanation as just delivered
by the Minister, and I read what I took to
be an explanation from the Commissioner in
the leading article published by the '"West
Australian"' this morning. Notwithstanding
what has been stated I see no reason what-
ever to alter or withdraw one word of what
I uttered on Tuesday evening.

The 'Minister for Mlines: I would not ex-
pect you to do that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If a case could be put
uip I would be prepared to alter my state-
ments. However, Tassert that nothing has
been Maid by the Minister, and that, in spite
of this morning's leading article, nothing has
been printed which Would call for the
alteration of any man's opinion as ex-
Dressed two days ago in this Chamber.
It is true that on two points there was no
change of policy. The question of 'wages
could not be affected or altered by the Com-
missioner or the Minister. The question of
the allocation of orders amongst the various
companies was determined at a conference
three years ago, and it was generally ac-
cepted by all concerned. There was no de-
sire to slter that arrangement either on the
part of the Railway Department or the others
concerned.

The Minister for Mines: It was reviewed
in August of this year.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Notwithstanding that,
the Commissioner had no right to sign the
contract without reference to the -Minister.
For that reason alone, irrespective of
the question of policy, he should not

have done so. Tbe-e n-ere two ituportanL
alterations in the agreement as compared
with the one submitted to the Minister,
and approved three years ago. I re-
gret that the clause which provides for
three months'I notice in the event of the can-
cellation of the agreement, was omitted, far
that clause wag most vital and important.

The Minister for Mines: It does not apply
to both.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It was ixf the agree-
ment made three years ago, and it gave the
right to either side to cancel the agreement
after three month 's notice. The Commis-
sioner has omitted that clause and he should
have consulted the Minister on that point.
In signing up the agreement without that
clause the Commissioner failed to protect the
interests of the State.

The Minister for Mines. I do not think so.
Ron. P. COLLIER: The "West Austra-

lian" this morning claimed that the old
agreement had given rise to much trouble,
and assumed that the new agreement was
perfect. They also assumed that the Com-
missioner had really protected the interests
of the State, inasmuch as he had assured for
the ralwaya a safe supply of coal for the
next three years. The suggestion was that
the Commissioner had tied the companies up
by assuring the three years' supply under an
agreement from which the company could not
escape. That is absurd. It is the Commnis-
sioner who has tied himself up, and not the
company.

The Minister for Mines: Nothing of the
sort. The Commissioner has not tied himself
uip.

Ron. P. COLLIER: Thero was no need to
make an agreement with the company. The
Railway Department is really in a position to
dictate terms to the company at any time.

The Minister for Mines: No it is not.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Sixty per cent, of the

output is distributed through the Railway
Department. What justification hag the Coin-
missioner for assuming that experience will
not develop similar, or other difficulties, with
regard to the new agreement? It has been
said that the old agreement was unsatisfac-
tory to both parties, and that it has been con-
stantly referred to daring two and a half
years. What justification th~ere is for that
I do not know, nor what justification there is
for the assumption that the Commissioner has
now secured an agreement regarding which
no fault whatever can be found. What is
the basis for the essumption, so far as his
general knowledge, ability and judgment are
concerned regarding the handling of contracts
of this kind, that it will be faultless for the
next three years? Yet theta will be no
escape from it. Experience of years gone by
shows that there has been grumbling and
continual disagreement.

The Minister for Mines: There is provision
made in the event of any difficulty arising
in connection with the agreement.

Hon. P. COLLIER: For what?
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The Minister for 'Mines: For reference to
an arbitrator, who is named.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They always had that
-clause. Under the old agreement there was
-provision for the settlement of disputes by
arbitration, and the only alteration is to sub-
stitute the Inspector of M-%ines at Collie
for the ftimer arbitrator. Talk about
the Commissioner assuring a, supply Of COal
for the next three years His supply is as-
sured even if there were no agreement at all.
The department carried on from 2161 to 1920
without any agreement.

The Minister for Mines: They did not.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, they did.
The Minister for Mines: It was by mutual

arrangemnent.
Hon, P, COLLIER: There were timies. when

Mr. Short, as Commissioner for Railways, did
not desire to have any agreement. He wanted
to be free to negotiate with the companies
from month to month, or from year to year,
-according to the alterations necessary for the
working of the department. Now, no matter
Low harmful or disadvantageous this agree-
meat may prove to be during the next three
years, the Commissioner is tied down to it.

The Minister for Mlines: It will not he
harmful. Why do you assume it will be?

Hon. P. COLLIER: From past experience.
The Minister knows perfectly well that there
-has been continual friction in connection with
other agreements with the Railway Depart-
meat. This matter was a source of infinite
worry to me when I was in charge of the
Railway Department. Matters connected with
Collie coal and the contracts were constantly
cropping up. Despite the experience of the
past few years, we are now told that this is
a perfect agreement.

The Minister for Mines: They do not say
that.

[Mir. ifunste took the Chai$r.)

Hon. P. COLLIER: When the agreement
was drawn up three years ago, the expert
opinion available in the department was
brought to bear in framing it. They con-
sidered it was satisfactory from the depart-
mental point of view. The department
drafted it without much consultation with
the company ait the time. It was submitted
subsequently to the Government and later oin
to the Company. Mr. Lynn; in accepting it,
said he was doubtful about it. He did not
discuss it very much, but at the time he said
he was doubtful whether it could be carried
out. Both parties now say that that agree-
ment was unsatisfactory and did not work
amoothly at all. After that experience dur-
ing the three-year period, what justification
has the Commissioner for urging that perfee-
dion has been reached in this agreement1

From the standpoint of ordinary business
precaution he should have retained that sav-
ing clause regarding the notice of termination
,of the agreement, because anything may de-
velop within six months, a year, or two years.
No harm could come from making provision

as I have suggested. If the contractor exer-
cised his right under the agreement and canw
celled it, the Commissioner would have three
months in which to negotiate a new agree-
ment with the Company. If at any time the
contractor decided to do that, the Com-
missioner would not be at a disadvantage.
and therefore in this respect 'he would hold
the key to the situation, in that the
companies would be compelled, by force
of circumstances, to yield largely to
his wishes in the matter because derpend-
ent on him for the disposal of at
least 00 per cent, of their coal. From a
business point of view there is no justification
for the omnission of that clause. Three years
ago the Commissioner, in a minute instruct-
ing the Chief Mcharrical Engineer to prepare
a clraft,specially directed that provision should
be made for 20 per cent. of our requirements
being left out of the contract. In the event
of new mines being discovered, and having
regard to the possibility of briquetting and of
pulverised coal, he deiired to have the
margin of 20 per cent, so that lie might
allocate that percentage to anything that
mighit develop. Since thea the Mines De-
partment has spent £3,816 in boring on the
Irwin field.

The 'Minister for Mlines: What have they
gotI

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know the quality ot
the coal is not very promising, but the mcii
at work there happen to be constituents of
mine, four miners from Boulder.

The Minister for Mines: They, certainly
cannot produce much coal during the next
three years.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Possibly not, hut a six
months' option has been taken over it by a
man associated with the management of one
of the Kalgoorlie mines. He is cndeavouring
to raise capital in Melbourne.

The Minister for Bailwvays: Anyhow, they
will have a ready market in the Midland Rail-
way Company.

Hon, P. COLLIER:- I do not know. They
inight easily turn out more Coal than the
Midland Company would want to take from
them. However, I am not saying that the
appearance of the Irwin field at present in-
dientels that they 'will be raising coal during
the currency of the agreement. But on the
Wilga field the Mines Department have spent
over £8,000 in boring for coal. There is on
the file a newspaper clipping showing the
result of the boring, and that promising seams
have been cut. The report is dated the 2nad
August, 1923. According to it, they were
about to float a company to open up tbe mines.
If they should be able to do that, it would not
take three years. for the mines could he
opened up in 12 'months.

The 'Minister for 'Mines; No, ask the mem-
ber f or Collie.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I believe he will agree
with me. A tremendous amouint of work can
be done in 12 months. Suppose a coal sup-
erior to Collie coal were to be found in the
'leraldton district. Under the terms of the
agreement the department would still have to

1431



[ASSEMBLY.]

haul the inferior coal oil the way from Collie
right op to Oeraldton. It is only a business
precaution that the Commissioner should be
protected in that respect. If a now coalfield
were discovered it would put the Railway De-
partment in a better position to 'negotiate
with the old firms;, so it would have been only
au ordinary business precaution to have ob-
Served that 20 per cent. margin. The Com-
missioner himself thought so three years ago,
and the prospects of finding a new field are
brighter to-clay than they were then.

The Minister for Mines: Except at Wilga,
there is no advantage in opening up new
liines of the Salle class of Coal.

Hon. 11. COLLIER: There might be con-
siderable advantage to the Railway Depart-
ment1 because it might mean getting coal Is. a
ton cheaper.

The Mfinister for Mines: That cannot be
dlone, for the price is already fixed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But if the new com-
pany were willing to take les.

The Minister for -Mines! It would not mat-
ter. Ask the member for Collie ngain.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The coal tribunal can
say, " IYou have to pay a certain price for the
coal"; that is what they have done. But if
a company say, ''We do not want that; we
will take Is. less," the tribunal could not
compel the company to accept the extra Is,

The Minister for Mines: No, but the men
at Collie would not permit of any reduction.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister, surely,
does not hold that there is no advantage in
thu opening up of morn coalfields!

The Mfinister for Mines: There is no ad-
vantage in opening up more fields in the same
place.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, even in the same
place, of course it is an advantage. The Min-
ister known that the price of coal has been
forced up since there has been a monopoly.'

The Minister for Mines: I like that! After
the mnember for Collie has taken credit for
having brought about an increase in price,
-you are now blaming the comipany.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The company were as-
%ociated in it. The directors went to Mel-'
bourne.

The Minister for Mines: The member for
Collie knows what happened.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know the company
were keen on getting the increase.

The Mtinister for Mlines: The men got it
just the same.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The campany got, an
increase, and the men got an increase. Do0es
the Minister say that a body established be-
cause of conditions arising out of the war can
keep going for ever? I should like to know
w-hy that body is still in existence.

The Minister for Mines: It is nothing to do
with mie.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, but I ask whby
there should still be in existence a
body appointed because of war conditions?
Ts it to remain a permanent institution? Whyv
have we not got back to tendering in open
competition, as before the war? 'Why are the

coal owners, both here and in the Eastern
States, protected by regulations issued to
mneet war necessities?

The Minister for Mines: The men are pro-
ttected, by that tribunal just as much as are
the coal companies.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I agree.
The 'Minister for Mines: Well, say it that

wany. Don't half say it.
lion. P. COLLIER: I am not. Why are

the companies and the men not back to pre-
w'ar conditions?

Mr. Wilson: Why not the gold miners in
the same way?

Hon. P. COLLIER: They have never had
the same protection.

3Mr. Wilson: They got an increase in wages.
flon. P. COLLIER: From the Arbitration

(Court; but this is a tribunal that fixes the
price of coal.

The Minister for Mines: On which the
wages of the men are fixed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know.
The Minister for Mines: There is not so

niuch protection for the company as there is
for the men.

Hon. P. COLLI ER: Probably they are
fifty-fifty in it. We know perfectly well that
if the wage earner can get an increase of
nwages or a coal owner an increase for his
commodity, he will get it. That Is only
human nature.

The 'Minister for Mines: I know the coal
miniers well enough to say they will not permit
an increase in any other circumstances.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If that is the attitude
it is of no use opening up aL new: field, Why
is tine 'Minister throwing away £ 5,800 of Gov-
einent funds in looking for a new field?-
AVNbat advantage will it be to the State to
open up a new field'?

The Minister fur Mines: We are looking
for better coal.

lien. P. COLLIER: And the M1inister has
not found it yet. He does not know
whether a better coal will be struck in
the next three years. Suppose coal was
struck of a quality equal to Newcastle,
the Commissioner for Railways would
not he permitted to take a ton. of
it. The Commissioner is not justified in as-
suining there is no better coal in the State-
If at Wilga coal were struck equal to the,
quality of 'Newcastle coal, the Conunissioner
would he helpless. Hle is committed to this
agreement for three years and can take noth-
ing elSe.

The 'Minister for Mines: You are looking
at poasibilties

Hon. P. COLLIER: Any man making a.
contract must look at the possibilities. Even
a man running a little shop must consider all
the possibilities and protect himself in the
event of the unlikely happening. Mfore par-
ticularly nwould he protect himself when he
had nothing at all to gain by agreeing to that
provision. The Commissioner had nothing to
gain by agreeing to that provision.

The Minister for Mines:- He thinks he bad-
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Hen. P. COLLIER: Hie has failed to show
it and the article in this morning's newspaper
fails to show it.

The Minister for Mines: He is losing noth-
ing and your proposal would make it difficult
with the miners at Collie.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Nobody can say
whether he is losing anything, but there is a&
poss~oility of his losing something. 'WVhat non-
sense it is to say that coal superior to Collie
coal will not be discovered in Western Aus-
tralia in the nest three years! That is what
the Commissioner is banking on.

The Minister for Mines: It is equally non-
sense to say a better coal will be discovered
in three years.

Hon, P. COLLIER: -Nothing of the kind.
'Until the results of the boring at Wilga were
known, the Minister had no idea whether the
quality of the coal was iaferior or superior
to that of Collie coal.

The Minister for Mines: We know now.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister does not

know that better coal will not be struck. The
Commissioner had nothing to gain by agree-
ing to that provision. Hle did not benefit one
iota. Hle has taken considerable risk by omit-
ting a clause providing for the cancellation of
the agreement. There is not oue word in the
eyewash appearing in the "West Australian'
this morning to justify the omission of a
clause to terminate the agreement. To insist
upon such a clause was an ordinary business
precaution that any man should have taken.
Seeing that two alterations were inade in the
contract, it was the duty of the Commissioner
to consult the Minister. Even though the
agreement was largely on the lines of the
previous agreement in other resp(-ets, it is not
an. unimportanit mtter to sign up a contract
involving an expenditure of £230,000 a year
for three years. Surely suceh a contract was
worthy ef a telephone message to the "Miu-
ister!I

The Minister for Mines: He had to get the
coal whether he made a contract to spend the
money or not. The amount of mioney is not
involved.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Commissioner
might have kept the Minister ifornued of
what was going on. The fact of the Coin-
missionter having acted otherwise does not
indicate a proper relationship between him
and the Minister. The M1inister should have
heard ef the new contract before it
was mentioned in this House. The Corn-
missioner should not have placed his
'Minister in the position of being told
by a man in the street of something
affecting his own department.

The Minister for Mines: You got hold of
it before I did; that is all, and it is not an
unusual thing.

lion. P. COLLIER: I did not get hold of it
until three weeks after the agreement was
completed.

The -Minister for 'Mines: You got held of
it before I did.

Hon. P, COLLIER: lint the 'Minister should
bare known of this contract before it was

completed. Three years ago he was consulted
at every stage of the agreement.

The Mlinister for 'Mines: No, I was not,
Hon. P. COLIER: The Minister was.
The Mlinister for Mines:. Not on the ques-

tion of policy.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, the Minister knew

everything. This year the Commissioner ig-,
nored him. Hie has signed up a contract, and
it will be miraculous if it works smoothly and
without giving rise to complaint for three
years, seeing that the previous agreement gave
rise to so much controversy. Thme old agree-
nient was responsible for a claim against the
department for £12,000, which -was ultimately
compromised and settled by the payment of
£32,250. As a result of the difference between
the department and the company, notice -was
given to cancel the agreement. Yet the Corn-
missioner now assumes he has reached the very
acme of knowledge in the drawing up of
agreements. Nothing of the kind will oeccur
again. This agreement is perfection itself.
It will -work smoothly. There can be no pea-
aible reason for either him or the company de-
siring to cancel it. That is the attitude he is
assuming. If he was given some genuine ad-
vantage to compensate for the omission of
that clause, he might be justified.

The Minister for Mines: He claims that he
is-

Hon. P. COLLTIER: But there is neot one
scrap of proof of that.

The Minister for 'Mines: That is only your
opinion. His opinion differs.

lon. P. COLLIER: I am as capable as is
the Commissioner of judging the worth of an
argument. The best case that has been put
up for the Comnmissioner was that set out in
the ''West Australian" this morning.

The Minister for Mines: I do not know
that he is responsible, for it.

lHon. P. COLLI.ER: I think he must have
been. Tt is almost word for word with the
case cited by the Minister. I say nothing
about that. The "'West Australian" heard
my side and, after having peruised the files,
would be justifiedI in getting the views of the
other side. Having got the views of the Corn-
missioner, they were justified in working Lip
the best possible case. But there is not one
word in the argument that justifies the omis-
sion of a clause giving power to cancel the
contract. The "West Australian" says the
Commissioner has made a good deal, in that he
is sure of a constant supply of coal for the
next three years. Anyone -with a knowledge
of the industry knows that is merely eyewash
for the benefit of the public, because there
can be no doubt in an-y circumstances what-
soever as to the security of the departmnt in
obtaining coal for the next three years or
even the next 30 years. Wbat else coula 1ic
companies do but supply coal? The Comnise-
sioner could get his coal at any time. If the
clause had been included, andl the contract
was cancelled six or 12 months hence, the
companies would not close down their mines,
but -would neg~otiate for a new agreement.
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The department could not suffer by the taking
of precautions in the making of this contract.
On these two point. the Commissioner has
failed lamentably to justify his action and
protect the interests of the State.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: My deflit
oplinion in that the Comissioner of Railways
has not failed.

H~on. P. Collier: That is your opinion.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, and

the hon. member is entitled to hold his.
After careful consideration I take the view
that the Commissioner has not failed' He
has made an agreement that will serve well
the department he is administering, and
for which he is answerable to Parliament.
If it does not have this effect, he will still
have to answer for it.

Ho,,. P. Collier: It will be too late then.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is all

bun ku m.
Hon. P. Collier: It is not.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Too manyv

people want to pre-judge a man, instead of
giving him an opportunity to prove hsis
worth. The Leader of the Opposition has
waxced eloquent and wrathful over somse-
thing he does not thoroughly understand.

Bon. P. Collier: It is only an ordinary
--ness precaution, and I have the past

three years' experience to guide ale.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The bon.

member can have the past 30 years' experi-
ence behind him, When the matter is final-
ised and the Commissioner can answer for
what he has done, I am sure the Leader of
thle Opposition will find he has been wrong
in pre-judging him in this matter.

Ron. P. Collier : But it is an ordinary
business precaution.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Thle Coin-
miissioner has stated definitely that onl the
advice of men who ought to know all about
the details, he has made an agreement sati,-
factory to the department.

Hon. P. C'ollier: The file does not shlow
tlhat anyone advised him on this question.

The MINITSTER FOR MINES: I do not
care what the file shows. That is what the
Commissioner told me.

Ron. P. Collier: The minute on the file
says he has made a favourable agreement
in regard to price.

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES : The
Leader of the Opposition has his oinion,
and I have mine. We differ, that is all.
He contends that the Commissioner should
never have mande a contract for three years.

Hon. P. Collier: I did not say that.
The MINISTER FOR MINES : At all

events, without consulting his Minister.
Hon. P. Collier: Or with this clause in the

agreement.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the

Commissioner had consulted me, I should
probably have taken the matter to Cabinet
to ascertain their views as to whether it
was desirable, in the face of the knowledge
we have, to make a three years' agreement.

But the Conmmissioner made the agreement,
and must carry the responsibility for doing
so. He is being paid £2,000 a year to carry
this responsibility. If it is proved at the
end of 12 months that what he anticipated
has not happened, it will show that he has
either been badly advised by those officers
who are Paid to advise him, or that he has
m~isjudged the position. It is not fair, how-
ever, to continually pre-judge a man, who is
holding so responsible a position as he is.

Hon. P. Collier: This is not pre-judging
him. I an, judging him by the past.

Tile MINISTER FOR MINES: The con-
ditions of the past agreem~ent are entirely
diffe, eat.

lion. P'. Collier: I al' judging by what
he has done, not by what he may do.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
me~mber is pre-judging him on the new
agreemenit.

lion. P. Collier: How call I? T am eriti-
cisig the new agreement, but that is not
ire-judging him. This is what has been
done under the new agreemrent.

TIhe MINISTER FOR MINES: This was
prepared on the advice of the men who
ought to he able to tell him something of
the matter. He made this new arrangement
for the fixing of the basis on which he shall
pay for his coals, and their relative values
in the mines. He may be right or wrong.

lon. P. Collier: The files do not show
that lie obtained any such advice.

The MI,1NISTER FOR MINES: The agree-
ment provides-

The above price is based on the mining
rate and conditions now current at Collie,
and any increase or decrease in the
present cost of production due to changes
made by Governmecnt or other competent
authority, of whatever kind, which enters
into the cost of production or preparation
of the said coal shall he added to or de-
ducted from the price herein fixed.
Hon. P. Collier: That is all in regard to

the price.
The MINISTER FOR MINES : That

surely affects the position of the three
years' contract. '-Who knows,'' said the
Lender of the Opposition, ''whether there
will not he the same troubles under this
agreement as occurred under the old agree-
nient ? " If this is not definite enough I do
not know what is, for the agreement says-

If any questin or difference shall arise
betweeni the parties hereto or their respec-
tive representatives touching these pre-
sents or the construction thereof or as
to the rights, duties, or obligations of any
person thereunder, or as to any other
matter in anywise arising out of or con-
nected with the subject matter of these
presents, the same shall be referred to the
arbitration of the Inspector of Mines at
Collie whosc decision, interim or final,
shall be binding on all parties.
Hon. P. Collier: There was exactly the

same paragraph in the last agreement, and
yet the company found it necessary to can-
eel it.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for Collie (Mr. Wi~lson) can tell the
Leader of the Opposition about that. It did
not have the same definite wording in re-
gard to arriving at the calorific -value of
tbe coal.

Hon. P. Collier: It is precisely the same
wording as to arbitration. Any matters in
dispute were to be referred to arbitration.
Notwithstanding that, the company found
it necessary to cancel the agreement.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They were
within the'r rights in doing so.

Hon. P. Collier: In the interests of the
company.

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES : On this
matter I am entirely in disagreement with
the Leader of the Opposition. The Commis-
sioner has made a bargain that is satisfac-
tory to all parties. The Leader of the
Opposition must remember it is not a ques-
tion of the railways or the companies alone;
it is a question of the men engaged In the
industry as wvell. I challenge him, in the
presence of the member for Collie, to quote
a single instance, since I have been In Par-
liament, when I have not always guarded
the interests of the men engaged in the
industry.

Hon. P. Collier: That is apart from my
point. It htas nothing to do with the agree-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It has
a lot to do with the agreement. I suggest
the Leader of the Opposition should discuss
this question with the miners' union at Collie
and see what they think.

lion. P. Collier: The miners' union did not
ask for the elimination of the clause I am
dealing with.

The MINISTER FORt MINES: I warn
the hon. member hie will find they will ap-
prov-e of it.

Hon. P. Collier: They do not care whether
it is in or out.

Mlr. Lutey: No fear.
The 'MINISTER FOR MIINES: I am not

fearing anything. I know the temper of
the men A Collie. They will prefer to be
on a substantial basis with three years' work
ahead of them. When dealing with the
-traffic question I omitted to mention the mat-
ter referred to by the member for Kalgoor-
lie, following upon the motion he moved but
withdrew, in connection with the Wooroloo
Sanatorium. This deals with concessions to
relatives of patients in the Wooroloo Sana-
torium. In respect to persons travelling from
the country to the Wooroloo Sanatorium,,
arrangements have been made whereby the
husband, wife, parent, or child of any patient
may travel to Perth (there being no accom-
modation at Wooroloo) by paying ordinary
single fare, and, on production of certificate
signed by the Medical Officer at the Sana-
torium, a return ticket will be granted free of
cost. This concession will he allowed only
once per quarter except in the ease of the
serious illness of a patient, when a certificate
may be issued at the discretion of medical
officer. This means that the relatives of any

inmate in the Woorolon Sanatorium in the
person of the husband, wife, parent, or child
may travel from any point on the railway
system to Wooroloo by paying the ordinary
single fare. At Wooroloo they will require
to get a certificate from the doctor that they
have visited the patient or relative, and, on
that certificate being presented to the Rail-
way Deparement, a free pass will be granted
to enable them to return to their homes. This
will he given once a quarter. In the case of
a serious illness, or the patient being in a dan-
gerous condlition, and these people being called
upon to go to the Sanatorium by order of
the medical officer, sinmilar conditions will pre-
rail, although they may have had such a eon-
ession given to them only the week before.

Hon. P. Collier: That means n return jour-
ney for a single fare?

The MINISTER FOR MVINES: Yes.

Han. W. C. ANGWIN: I hardly think the
Minister dealt fully with the question touched
upon by the Leader of the Opposition.

The Minister for 'Mines: Oh, very well!
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I know something

of what took place. I spent a little time in
Collie and endenvoured to find out how the
position stood there. The objection of the
Leader of the Opposition to the ngreenment
deals with the question of the cancellation of
the contract. He says there is no oppor-
tunity, if any new coal mine is opened up,
of the Railway Department taking supplies
from it -or from any other mines than those
mentioned lin the agreement. It has been
the custom for some time for Cabinet to deal
with a matter of this kind. If hon. members
look at the file they will see that the first
draft ngreement sent to the Commissioner of
Railways contemplates cancellation.

The 'Minister for Mines: The Commissioner
admits that.

Hon. P. Collier: That shiould have justified
his communicating with you.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I hold that the can-
ellotion clause should have remained. Either
party might find occasion to cancel the con-
tract. The Commissioner may eventually find
himself in such circumstances as will render
it necessary to cancel the contract. I admnit
that conditions, now are somewhat different
from the conditions of a few years ago, when
there were six companies operating at Collie.
To-day ther-e arc only two. If another mine
is discovered there w-ill be no possibility of
the Government assisting that mine by taking
supplies from it, as might be to the advantage
of the department. I feel sure that if the
Minister were out of his present chair, either
on this side of the House or the opposite side,
hie would hold the view I am now expressing,
that the contract should contain a clause per-
mitting cancellation if necessary.

The Miniqter for Mines, If it is necessary
to cancel the contract, that will be done.

Hon. W. C. ANGtWIN: The omission in
question should not have been made.
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Mr. WILSON: Perhiaps I can throw a little
light on tine matter of the allocation. A con-
ference was hield at Perth as I1 have previ-
ously mentioned. At that conference there
wer-e three union representatives who were in-
terested in a coal mine at Collie, and how it
came about that those men did not safeguard
their interests I amn quite unable to under-
stand. You, 'Mr. Mnsie, were presenit at that
vepnferenee. Tine three men in question,
Messrs. Close, Mt-C ulloch, and Whittaker, had
an interest in the eon] mnine owned by the
Griffin S 1yndicate, and yet they, either deliber-
ately or unconsciously, have cut that mine out
for three years.

LHon. W. U. Angwin: Tihey had nothing to
do with the taking of the agreement.

Mr. WILSON: But they hurl to do with the
luakinL of the allocation

The Ifiister for Mines: That is the point.
It affects very seriouly) the men working in
the minies, from tine as9pect of stahility. That
is why they insist on the allocation to the
Premier mine.

Ron. W. C. Ang-wiu: I put in two days dis.
cussing the matter with the men. Timer are
concerned only about the percentage each
mine should have.

The 'Minister f or 'Mines: It affects themn
seriously because of the nother of years they
have been working in those mines.

Mr. WILSON: I have here minutes of a
conference held on the 17th August last and
presided over by Mr. MIunsie, MJJ.A. On
page 16 of the minutes I find the. foallow-
ing:;

The Commissioner: How would this be, to
leave the Premier at 13p Cardiff 14, two
20's and a 33t

Mr. Lowry: The Commissioner 's sugges-
tion would not be a bad one.

The Commissioner: I think everybody
understands that. Is that acceptable to the
minersf

What I cannot understand is that the miners
agreed to this while they themselves had a
mnine open for working. I do not know who
is to blame in the matter, but I do not think
it was eyer intended that the 20 per cent.
clause should be omitted. The present position
as has already been pointed out, is that a new
mine has no chance. There is asi much differ-
enee between opening a coal mine and open-
ing a gold mine as there is between chalk and
cheese. I would guarantee to open a coal mine
in Collie to produce 100 or 200 tons per day
withip six months. The coal at Collie and at
Wilgam comes practically up to the surface.
Thirty feet from the surface one gets coal.
The Griffin Syndicate could produce coat in
six. months. iloiver, as these men did not
look after their own interests, they can hardly
blame anybody but themselves.

The Minister for Mines: Prom a miner's
point of view, what would be the value of
opening a pew mine at Collie?

'Mr. WILSON: The 20 per cent. clause
should have been left in. One never knows

what is going to happen. One of the existing
mines might be lost.

Mr. HUGHES: On the question of traffi,
the Minister read a statement which purported
to show thnt although there had been a de-
crease in the basic wage, there had been an
increase in the earnings of the men. 'We
know as a fact that because of retrenchment
in the railway service during the early part of
the year, it was necessary to put men on over-
time during the latter part of the year.

The Minister for Mines: That always ap-
plies. The position this year is not different
front the position in any other year.

Mr. HUGHES:- I say the position is dif-
ferent. The Minister knows that boilermakers;
were put off in the shops and that recently
boilermakers have been put on overtime to
catch up with the work left undone because
of the retrenchment.

The Minister for Mines: I do not know any-
thing of the sort. You are talking moonshine.

Mr. HUGHES, I know the men were work-
ing overtime, because we have had complaint-s
from the unions on that score.

The Minister for Mines: Bgecause there were
no other boilermakers to employ.

Mr. HUGHES: The boilermakers were re-
trenched in the early part of the year.

The Minister for Mines: We had mere work
in the boilermakers' shop last year then ever
bef ore.

Mr. HUGHES: And as a -result of the re-
trench ment, the boilermakers now in the ser-
vice are working overtime. A statement was
mnade to me by a boee, man who had been re-
trenched, and he pointed out that as a result
of his dismissal the Government had had to
engage own and pay them the away-from-
home allowance and overtime to perform work
that lie usually did. T, asvefain if there
was any truth in the representations made to
mne, I had a return laid on the Table of the
House showing what away-from-home allow-
ances and overtime had been paid by the
Railway Department. We find one mao, in
addition to his ordinary pay, earned £30 in
overtime and away-from-homie allowances in
two months.

The Minister for 'Mines: In isolated eases
that may be so.

Mr. HUGHES: It is true that the man re-
ferred to was on an engine that had been
hired to someone else but that £30 is taken
into acecount in the Minister's figures as the
earnings of that man so as to ascertain his
average wage. That is not an isolated case.
There are seven or eight sheets of foolscap
paper dealing with mnen earning front £E20
downwards. There are nearly 600 instances.
This means that all these ore rtime and away-
from-home payments have been taken into
account in the Minister's figures. 1 asked hint
definitely, by way of interjection, whether
they were included but he would net answer
me. The only inference to be drawn is that
they are included. What is the use, there-
fore, of saying that although the basic wage
decreased, the earnings of the railway em-
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ployces have not decreased. Taken literally,
Of eourse, the statement is true, but what is
the inference that goes out to the pulici
It is that the wages of thu, men have not really
been reduced. On the other hand, if all these
'men have had to work overtime and receive
away-from-home allowances in order to make
up for the effects of the retrenchment, it
means that they have really suffered a reduc-
tion. That is not sound retrenchment. It
may be replied that the overtime and allowv-
one is a complicated matter and that a lay-

ni cannot understand it without having a
close knowledge of this particular calling. De-
spite that fact, it seems to mne as a layman,
that the number of men who have to do this
work is unduly high. I at willing to be cor-
rected on that point if I am wrong. The
fact that seven or eight sheets of foolscap are
taken lip with the record of these payments
showvs that the retrenchment was not war-
ranted. There is another point to be con-
sidered; wvasbawnys occurred and some of the
loco. drivers and firemen had to be paid big
sums for overtime. Those paymnents also
have gone to swel, the Minister 's figures. It
is not correct, therefore, for the Minister to
say that though the basic wage has been re-
duced there has been no reduction in the
mc~ wages. There must be a reduction in
these circumstances.

The Minister for Mines: You are talking
a lot of tripe. I will show you later on.

Mr. HUGHES: You always talk tripe.
There must be a reduction, if there is a re-
duction in the basic wvage. I doubt very
much whether the Minister con show that that
is not so.

The Mfinister for Mines: Sit down and .1
will show you.

Mr. HIUHES: I will sit down when I am
ready.

The Minister for Mines: Very well, then,
I will not show you; you can find out for
yourself.

Air. HUGHES: You can please yourself,
but you cannot ram that statement down my
throat.

The Minister for 'Mines: I want to show
you, but you will not sit down.

'Mr. HUGHES: You can do so when I do
sit down. The Minister's statement was only
partially true and his figures apparently in-
eluded these amounts for overtime and away-
from-borne allowance.

The -Minister for -Mines: You know all
about it.

Mir. HUGJHES: The Minister has not a
monoroly of knowledge. The deficit proves
that.

The Minister for Mines: I know a lot about
some other things.

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister has not had
all the knowledge andl the State is paying
for it now.

The Minister for Mines: I know something
about a sweep and what they paid for your
knowledge.

Mr. HT'OHES: That sweep paid well and
if the Minister is making an insinuation it is
a lie.

The Minister for Mines: It is so much.
like what comes from you.

Mr. HUGHES: It is a contemptible in-
sinuation to come from a man w-ho has had
such a rotten career as the Minister.

The Minister for Mine,: Not so rotten as
your own.

Mr. HUGHES: There is nothing in the
State to compare with the Minister's.

The Minister for Mines, Not by a long
way!

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister's career is
one series of these things since 1910, and he
has been charged with them.

Hon. P. Collier: M,%ostly by his own as.
sociates.

Mr. HUGHES: They camne from the Weld
Club and from other places. Now he in-
dulges in the same sort of thing.

The Minister for Mines: It matters not
where they came from.

.Mr. HUGHES: Yes, it does.
The Minister for Mfines: I have somne know-

ledge of that sweep anyhow.
M-%r. HUGHES: Now the Minister is in-

dulging in insinuations. What does he mean?
The Minister for Mines: I nam talking of

the expenses in connection with that sweep.
Mr. HUGHES: What do you mean? What

do you know?
The Minister for 'Mines: A lot.
Mr. HUGHES: What did it costl
The Minister for Mines: It cost £300 and

they got £90.
Mr. HUGHES: And they paid £200 in

prizes.
The Minister for -Mines: flow much did the

hail get?
Mr. HUGHES: Nearly £100. Try to be

honest for once! Tt is damned hard for von,
I know.

The Minister for Mines: That is good,
comng from you!

.%r. HUGHES: I have watched your
career for 20 years.

The Minister for "Mines: What of that?
.Mr. HUGHES: I have watched you all

right.
The Minister for Mines: You keep on

watching. It will be mutual.
Mir. HUGHES: Here is the Minister n-ho

has made assertions against his own col-
leagues; made rotten insinuations about them.

The Mfinister for Mines: There was no rot-
ten insinuation.

Mr. HUGHES: Notwithstanding that the
Minister hnd the signed balance-sheet in his
office, signed by an official auditor under the
head of his department, he can make that in-
sinuation and he knows it is a lie, Hie wanted
a rotten inference to be drawn.

The Minister for Mines: I merely stated
facts. I say it cost a lot to get a little money.

Mr. HUGHES: Why don't you tell thie
truth?

The Minister for Mines: Is that not the
truth?

Mr. HUGHES: There is no doubt about
what the Minister suggested. He suggested
that I ran a sweep and got something out of
it.
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The Minister for Mines: I give You my
absolute assurance that I did nothing of the
sort. I know different from that.

Mr. HUGHES: What do you say'
The Minister for Alines: I say that it cost

a lot to run the sweep and that they got
little out of it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I cannot allow
a discussion of this kind. We are dealing
with the Railway Estimates. T hope members
wrill remember that. I cannot let the member
for East Pe r oed along these lines.

Mr. HUHS:Ithink You ought to.
The CHAIRMAN: I will'not allow it any

longer, either by the 'Minister or by the meem-
ber for East Perth. I will block any further
discussion. If the member for East Perth
continues along these lines I will rule him out
of order and I will rule the Minister out of
,order if hie continues to interject.

Mfr. HUGHES: The Minister is not going
to get away wi4th any such statement as lie
has made. I will Dot have him saying that
sort of thing without having a chance to re-
plv to him. We know what he said. I heard
whtat lie said about the late Prank Wilson. I
was in the gallery and heard him.

The CHA[BMAN: Order! This must not
continue.

Mir. HUGHES: I heard him call the Mint-
ister for Works a sudagr7

The CHAIR'MAN: Order! I must asi the
lion., member to discuss the Estimates.

The Minister for 'Mine: I did not do any
such thing.

Mr. HUGHES: You can too): in "Han-
-ard. " I heard you classify the Mfinister for
Works as a "tailige, and lie is one of

The cw colleagues in the Ministry now.
Th Minister for Works: What has this to

do with the Estixnates3
Mr8UGE: WhVen a Minister has the

signed audited balance-sheet in his office and
is low enough to make such an insinuation,
nothing can he too bad to make use of when
replying to him.

The Minister for Mfines: I say I never
cast any insinuation against you. I said it
cost a lot of money to get a little. 'With the
knowledge I have, I would not make such an
insinuation. It was never in my mind.

Mr. IHUGHES: If the Minister makes his
statement outside, I can prove the position to
him.

The 'Minister for Mines: I know that. 1
lhave the balance-sheet.

Mr. HUGHES: Why did you say that, see-
ing that you had the balance-sheet; and had
proof concerning the sweep?

The Minister for MAines: I have told you.
Mfr. HUGOHES: You spoke about the

same thing to-day, about people impugning
the honour of others.

The Minister for Mines: I am not charg-
ing you nith dishonesty, either. I give my
assurance of that.

Mr. HUGHES: Well I will accept the as-
surance. It ought to be clearly defined
whether these figures include overtime.

The Minister for Mines: I will tell you if
you give me a chance.

12 O'clock midnight.

Mr. HUGHES: I wish to refer to the
statement made by the member for Beverley
(Hon. F. T. Broun) respecting the traffi
during three months of the year. Because
there is heavy traffie at that -eason, the rev-
enue exceeds the expenditure. But that is
no indication of the true state of affairs.
The maintenance loas to go on over the
twelve months. Simply because during
certain months the earnings are in ex-
cess of expenditure, we are told the rail-
ways are making a profit and so, actually,
ano concessions are given to the farmers. The
lion. member said there was a heavy freight
on wool. But the Wyool industry is well able
to stand it, the incomes of the pastoralists
averaging over £3,000. When the Minister
says that those who can pay should pay, 1
agree with him. That principle should be
applied every time.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the
lion, member reads the annual report of the
Railways for 1923 he will find these figures:
Wages staff, 1922, average per man per an-
anm £222 17s. 6d. In 1923, £222 17s. lid.
A footnote reads, ''Exclusive of overtime and
Sunday time.'" That is what the lion. mem-
ber was asking for.

Mr. LUTEY: Some time ago complaints
w-ere made regarding the time table on
the Brown Hill loop' line. It was im-
practicable to ran a sufficient number of
trains, but a suggestion was made that petrol
coaches should be installed. We were in-
formed that experiments were being tried in
the South-West with those coaches, and that
if they proved satisfactory more coaches
would be secured sufficiently powerful to haul
a trailer and be used on the Brown Hill loop
line. I should like to know lbowv the experi-
ments have turned out.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I agree
with the hion. member that if any place lends
itself especially to the running of motor
coaches, it is the Brown Hill loop line. But
we obtained only three coaches, and after a
little time discovered that we could not pos-
sibly keep the three on traffic continuously;
that if anything happened one we required
to replace it. So wve have to keep on as a
standby. In view of that, -we require half a
dozen of them. On that basis the overhead
charge of one standing idle would be spread
over six instead of three. We propose to get
more of them, and when they are obtained
they will he tried on the Brown Hill loop
line.

Mir. 'MARSHALL: In my op~iniont the pool-
ing of engines on the system is not the best
policy. From asnual conversations with driv-
ers and firemen I have found that there is no
proper supervision of the engine. An engine
starting from, say, Northamn and running to
the first change point has to run without at-
tention to little, repairs, the attitude of the
crew being, "So long as we can get her
through our s~ction, it is all right.'' So,
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when the engine is banded over to the next
crew, it is in want of attention. But the next
crew treat it in exactly the onme way, each
sectional crew passing on the repairs to the
next. So, too, the waits at the end of each
section for raking fires, taking in water, coal-

ing and the like, mean considerable delays.
All this might be economical to the depart-
ment, but in my opinion it does not Lend to
the good working of the system. The old
system of each party bating their own engine
was the better one.

The Minister for Works: The present sys-
tem is best of all. I myself introduced it,
and it has proved all right.

Mr. MARiSHALL: The Minister is a
human encyclopsedia. The present system
does not tend to give economical and efficient
service. When I first started travelling over
the railways a different system was in force.
So, even if the Minister did introduce the
present one, it was tried and discredited,
and has only been brought in again quite
recently. It does not give satisfaction to
even the men.

The Minister for Works: Do not the mnen.
do their dutyI

Mr. MARSHALL: Yea, but one engine
running a long journey is under a great
strain. Moreover it cannot get the atten-
tion it would if it stopped with the driver
and fireman at the end of the section. It is
not their own engine; it is nobody's engine
in particular. The Minister baa been Com-
missioner of Railways, but he has never been
a driver.

The- Minister for Works: I drove before
you were horn, or your parents either.

Mr. MARSHALL: Ton have been driving
all your life perhaps, but there is one you
can never drive, and it is me.

The Minister for Works: I should like to
drive you.

The MNISTER FOR 'MINES: I am not
in a. position to deal with a matter of that
kind, hiut f shall ask the Commissioner to
obtain from the officer in charge of the de-
part meat the reason for that system.

Mr, Heron: It has been adopted only re-
cently.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Trrnti'ys, £2'18,000:
-The -MINISTER FOR M.I'NES AND RAIL-

WAYS (Hon. X1. Scaddan-Albany) (12.11):
I do not wish to be discourteous, hut there is
really nothing fresh to mention regarding
tramways. The question of extensions and
improvements to the system can be dealt
with under the Loan Estimates where the
mnoney will be provided.

Hen. W.i C. ANO'WIN (North-East Ere.
mantle) [12.12): The Minister should give
attention to the tramwny system of Perth,
because it appears to me a fair number of
dead trains are being run. I cannot under-
stand why the Perth system should cost any
more to run than does that at Fremantle. in
Perth, after paying interest without sinking

fund, the tramns last year showed a surplus
of £15,895. The amount of working expendi-
ture includes £7,553, payment to the local
authorities in accordance with Section 8 of
the Tranmways Purchase Act. Therefore the
surplus was £8,342. 1 realise that on the capi-
til expenditure, a vecry small amount of sink-
ing fund is provided, approximately half per
cent. If the Fremantle trains had the same
capital expenditure that Perth has, instead
of their showing a surplus of £15,895, the
amount would be £59,250. No depreciation
is provided for the Perth trains.

Mr. McCallumn: No wonder we have worn
out tramns.

The Minister for Mines: The rolling stock
is in much better condition than it ever has
been.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is being main-
tained; all tramway systems have to do that.
Per cAr mile working expenses in Perth are
04d. heavier than at Framantle, and the Fre-
mantle Board pay their men 6d. per day more
than the men in Perth receive. That shows
there is a good deal of deadl running in Perth.
I know the difficulty, and that is why I am
asking the Mfinister to look into the matter.

'Mr. McCallum: Do you pay more, for cur-
rent at Fremantle?

Hop. W. C. A.NOWIN: No, we pay less,
but we are paying more than the difference on
maintenance. Last year Perth spent 3312d.
per ear mile on maintenance, whereas Fre-
mantle spent 4.58d., so that one would bal-
ance the other- The total working expenses
of the Perth trains was 18.53d., while the
total working expenses at Fremantle was
17.783d. That difference can be acc!ounted for
only by dead running.

The Minister for Mines: I do not think
you have the big traffic at Fremantle that
we have in Perth.

]ron. W. C. ANG-WIN: And having that,
there should not be the dead running that
occurs on a smaller system. 'More people
travel into the city continually than would
travel into a smaller town. Tn addition the
men at Fremantle are paid 6d. a, day more
than are those in Perth. I wish to warn the
Minister to he careful about running trains
where there is a railway near at hand, merely
to provide additional means of communica-
tion. If he does that, the working expenses
will mount considerably higher than they are
at present. I know of no better comparison
than Fremantle offers. -North Fremantle has
a railway; East Fremantle has no railway.
During the 12 months the number of passen-
gers carried on the North Fremantle line
was only 426,696, hecause a large number of
people used the railway. On the East Fre-
mantle line the number of passengers carried
was 1,961,574, or nearly five times as many.

The Minister for Mines: Naturally the rail-
4iray would Carry Some.

Hon. W. C. ANGWfI:- I think the experi-
ence at Claremont will be the same.

The Minister for Mines: I do not think
we shall get heavy traffic on the tramns from
Claremont into Perth.
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Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: There will be a
good deal of dead running.

The 'Minister for M.\ines. 'No there will
nlot.

Hon. W. V ' ANOWI'N: The tramns will he
running with very few passengers, or if they
carry passengers, they will be robbing thle
railway.

The Minister for 'Mines, Where we shall
gain at Claremont will be in carrying passen-
gers fromn the station to Bay View-terrace.

H~on. W. C. AX( WIN: It will pay the
Government much better to run tramns where
there are no trains. Even if the traffic
'is not great, the increase will be
considerable, because the tramns will
carry the whole of the traffic, instead of
baving to divide it with a railway.
If trains are run in c-onjunction or almost
side by side with railways, the same thing
will happen as has happened 'in FPreiantle.
People will take the railway in preference
to the tram. Onl the railways they get
monthly workers' tickets ani c-an travel
more cheaply. For single journeys the
trains are cheaper, but in Fremantle the
vost is approximately the samet. A person
can go from North to South Fremnantle for
the same fare as it costs to go to town by
train. In Eas.t Fremantle the nmnber of
people who travel by tram is five times more
than the number who use the railways, and
the population is approximately the same.
There are two tramlines there, one on the
south side and on the north side. On the
south side where there is no railway
1,340,799 passengers, mostly from Bieton
nod Palntyra, were carried last year. I hope
the Minister will impress the point upon his
officers that it is better to extend tramways
into areas where there is3 no railway corn-
municatiun instead of extending themn into
areas close to our railways.

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES (Hlon. ..
Scaddan-Albany--in reply) [12.22]: The
point raised by the member for North-East
Fremnantle (Hon. W. C. Augwin) will be noted.
it is not fair to compare the Fremantle
tramnways with the Perth tramways. In the
ease of the Perth tramways we have bad
conditions which unquestionably ought to be
adjusted, but which require the expenditure
of a large sum of money. There is the diffi-
culty in operating the system in the north-
ern suburbs throughi the narrow neck over
the Beaufort-street bridge. That makes the
system an expensive one to work. The
difficolty could be largely overcome if one
of the lines in Beanifort-street could bc run
oiei the Horseshoe Bridge into 'Newcastle-
street and onwards. The line running into
Beauifort-strect is an expensive one to
operate. When we took over the trains the
condition of the track and the rolling stock
was such that we had to incur heavy ex-
penditure in order to provide rolling stock
for the tremendously increased traffic. I
could have given members a few astounding
facts concerning the tramns since they were

taken over by the Covernient, fats which
would show what improvement has been
effected. I do not piropose to lah.our the
quesitionn of tramway extensions. In and
aroun~d the citv of Perth the suburbs are
."rowing, no0t Mierely alongside the railway
lines, but extending from them. These
suburbs arc suffering greatly from lack of
commnunication. The northern side of the
railway line at Leederrille is almost a city,
but the peole there have no tramway facili-
ties of any fdescription. The Maylands sec-
tion from the Cuildford-road, where it
.ro~ses the M1t. Lawley station, down to the
Peninsula is prattirnily isolated. The same
thing applies to Belont where there is no
railway.

flon. W. C, Angin: There is no great
poopulation at the Peninsula.

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES : On the
southern side there is a big population, sn~l
the distance to the railway is too far to ask
workint to walk twice a day.

Mr. Hughes : They aire maintaining a
motor service at Belniont.

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES : I think
there are two. We cannot suc-essfully
operate an isolated traniway system. We
cannot have tramiways running ilk Claremont
and operated economically as a separate
system, because the rolling stock would not
he available for rush periods, If it were,
it would be lying idle at other times. When
the system is connected ulp, although a great
aian%- tramns nil] nkor be i-un along the main
line between the centre of Perth end the
centre of Claremont, the trains can'be rua
as feeders from the Claremont station into
the centre of Clar-nmont. The samie thing
could apply in the ease of Leederville. We
(-mild also do the same at Ma;-lands. That
is the only meansi of serving the people and
making the tramways payable.

Unn. 'W. C. Angwin: That would have a
had effect upon the railways to 'Midland
Junction.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
think so. At present People Who have to
go to Guildford or Midland Junction by
train are often in such crowded carriages
that they have to stand all the way. It
wo~uld, therefore, he better for the p~eople'
as a whole if the tramnwauys could be pro-
vided to overt-nine rthe crowding in the
trains. I do not think it would injure the
Treasury, nor would it detrimentally affect
the people of Guildford and M1idland Junc-
tion if tramway facilities were provided.
They have had to lint up with a great deal
of inconvenience in going to and from their
work.

Mr. ('hesson: Seeing that the tramline has
been laid down to Claremont, why has the
route not been opened? Is it because there
is no rolling stock available?

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: The rails
have been laid only part of the way. When
we started it was pointed out that the
material we had in our possession was suit-
able only for side roiad traction. So much
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as we had was put into the Claremont
line. From the point where the line
must come into the centre of the road,
there is a big depression alongside the
road, and the buildings are below the level
of the street. If we ran the trains akngside
-the road they would be above the level of
the fences. We must, therefore, adopt the
Centre road construction and must have
Centre road material. This is expected to
arrive at any time and when it comes we
shall get on with the job. It is not worth
while operating the portion of the system
that is now laid down.

Mr. Chesson: It is not due to shortage of
rolling stock?

The Minister for Mines: No.

Mr. MARSHALL (Murchison) [12.28):
An obligation is cast 'upon the officials of the
Tramway Department to sea that those lines
that are already in existence and are carry-
ing a good deal of traffic are kept in a fit
state of repair. The section between New-
castle and Walcott streets is in a bad condi-
tion.

The Minister f or Mines: We are only wait-
ing for the material.

Mr. MARSHALL: I have seen two trains
off the line in that section. This is very in-
convenient to the public. I will take the
Minister's word as to the shortage of mater-
ial. There is rauch injustice with regard to
the issue of tic~kets by Conductors and with
regard to the responsibility placed en them in
this connection. I acknowledge that the mat-
ter involves some considerable difficulty for
the officials. Unfortunately, the tramway sys-
tem has to cater for dishonest travellers as
'well as honest travellers, comparatively few
though the former may be. Usually it is a
well dressed person that nins at deceit. The
conductors say that one needs to be Carefully
dressed for the purpose. During the busiest
part of the day the conductor goes along the
car collecting fares, and then perhaps he is
called to the rear of the car before he is fin-
ished. Presently an inspector boards the car
and finds a nice young girl, or a pleasant
young man, in possession of a ticket all right,
but an old ticket, orne not issued on that trip.
Then the insp~vtor takes the conductor to
task. Probably the conductor is reported, and
a black mark is placed on his recor-d. I under-
stand thnt tine tramway authorities are the
only oes who hold the conductor responsible
in this way. The person who travels on the
railways without a ticket is held responsible
for it. Should a conscientious servant of the
tramnway systein he penialised because of a dis-
honest traveller? -Nothing is done to the per-
son who cheats, but the conductor sonmetimes
loses his billet over it. I suggest to the Min-
ister that hie should consider the advisability
of passing a by-law to make the guilty party
at least share the responsibility with the con-
ductor. Incidentally let me say that I do not

see why the conductor should bear any share
of the responsibility,

Ron. W. 0. Angwin: Cases have been known
where the conductor has given the wrong chit.

Mr. MARSHALL: 'No doubt, but in the
majority of eases honesty would prevail
and the party holding a wrong Chit ob-
tained in such circumnstances would be able to
prove his or hier innocence. Undoubtedly
something ought to be done to protect eont-
scientious and efficient servants of the tram-
way system.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Eleutricity Supply, £99,000-agreed.
to.

Vote--State Batteries, £44,000:
The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is no

variation in the working of the system of
State batteries, although the vote shows a net
decrease of £E28,000. In point of fact, there
is no decrease. In the past we have charged
against revenue account the purchase of tail-
ings. The practice is a positive absurdity,
because tailings may be Purchased to-day and
the gold not extracted for perhaps two years.
The purchase of tailings should be charged
to suspense account, and the Treasurir has
agreed to that. As the gold from tailings is
sold, the matter is adjusted.

'Vote put and passed.

Vote-Gave Hoase, i-1*,909-a greed to.

Vote-ale of Goveranent Property Trust
Accou-At, £63,000:;

Hon. W. C. AYGWIN: I recently referred
a certain matter in connection with the Water
Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Department
to the Minister, who said he would look into
it. He told ine that I was wrong.

The Minister for Works: I was informed
that you were wrong.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have since then
been trying to ascertain the exact position.
with regard to the public accounts. Accord-
ing to the Auditor General, a total sum of
£1,740,942 13s. 8d. has been advanced to the
Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage De-
partment on account of General Loan up
to the 30th June, 1923. From the balance
sheet of the department I find that the bal-
ance in debentures at that date was £369,938
11s. Od. -In the Government Property Trust
Account I find in this connection an amount
of £E149,071 10s. Od., which makes a
total capital of £2,259,952 1s. 2d. Ac-
cording to the balance sheet which has
been presented, the total of liabilities and
assets is £2,199,636 3s. 2d. This shows
that the total I mentioned previously was
£E60,316 12s. over that stated in the
balance sheet. In connection with the
statement we have before us, I have taken the
Auditor General's figures in respect of Loan
Account and the department's figures in re-
spect of debenture account and Government
Property Trust Accmount for money expended
on water supply, sewer-age and drainage. 1
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have given the total of the assets on this basis,
and also the total as it works out according to
the Auditor General's figures. In the Govern-
meat Property Trust Account we find the sum
of £256,881 69. 10d. for which cteait should
have been given to the department in connee-
tion with the figures I have mentioned. See-
ing that there is £60,000 over and above the
total liabilities, I take it that we are paying
interest and sinking fund on £296,564 14s.
10d. outside the Water Supply, Sewerage and
Drainage Department. As the athount has
been re-loaned, it appears that we are paying
interest and sinking fund on it twice. To be
exact, we are paying interest and sinking fund
on £149,071 10s, 6d. and also on £196,564 14.
10d. which includes the previous amount.

The Minister f or Works: I am unaware of
that and was told it was not so.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: I am taking the
figures as I have gathered them from the re-
ports. I have been through Public Accounts
and these figures show that every penny in
not credited to the Water Supply Department.

The Minister for Works: I will be after it.
Ron. W. C, ANOWIN: f Tlat is the position

as I find it from Public Accounts supplied
by the Auditor General. If that be so, it
shows that the Metropolitan Water Supply it
making a profit and not a loss. I can under-
stand keeping up a capital account because it
furnishes a good excuse for levying high rates.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort has been aimted at.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: It looks like it.
The Minister for Works: I wil look into

the matter at once. It opens up & vista of
research.

Hon. W. C. ANC-Wfi: The Minister should
look into it.

Vote put and passed.
This concluded the General Estimates of

Revenue and Expenditure for the year, which
were reported to the House.

(The Deputy Speaker resumed the Choir.]

STATE TRADING CONCER'NS.
As to continuing the Sitting.

The M1INJISTER FOR WORKS: I move-
That the Rouse reso lees itself into Coin-

mtittee to consider the Esti mates for the
State Trading Concerns.
Hon. P. COLLIER:- What is thigr all about!

Do you propose to go on?
The Premier: Yes, for a while.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I oppose the muon.

In all fairness it can be said that we have
done enough to-day.

The Premier: We have not got very far.
Hon. P. COLLIER: We have finished the

general Estimates and to launch upon a
discussion of the State Trading Concerns at
such a late hout will mean that we will sit
for hours ad talk without making any pro-

greas whatever. There are many important
matters to be dealt with in connection with
the State Trading Concerns. I would not
mind if the Premier agreed to adjourn as
soon as we come to a division, which will
create much discussion. I will not have much
to say in connection with the State brick-
works, nor yet regarding State ferries, but
there are other votes that wifl cause a lot
of discussion.

The Premier: We will make a start at
any rate.

Mr. Chesson: It is a fair proposition to ad-
journ.

The PREMIER: I have the greatest pos-
sible consideration for the position of bon.
members, but we have not done very much
yet. I hope to finish the session before long
and to-night I do not propose to keep mem-
bers very long. We can make a start and
adjourn later on.

Hon. W. C, ANOWIN: I hope the Premier
will not proceed with these Estimates to-
night. The State hotels will take a consider-
ablo time.

Hon. P. Collier: Three or four days.
The Premier:- If that be so, we had better

continue straight on.
Hon. W. C. ANl-WIN: I went to say some-

thing about -the State Implement and En-
gineering Works.

The Minister for Works: And they come
after the State hotels.

Question put and a division called for.
Rion. W. C. Angwin: You would have had

to close down lots of times but for the fact
that we kept the House for the Government.

Mr. Mullany: Nothing of the sort.
lion. W. C. Angwiii: We sit in our places

during the evening while the Government sup-
porters go outside. I ant not referring to
'Ministers, but to others. It is not a fair
thing.

Mr. Lutey: Only six or seven have been
here all night.

Mr. Piesac: We have been here.
Mr. Marshall: Who disturbed you from

your slumbers.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Members on the Gov-

erunient side, instead of being here attending
to their duties, are outside.

Hon. P. Collier: 'Where are the rest of the
Government party?

The Minister for Mines: Getting their
nominations endorsed.

Hon. P. Collier: All this week we have,
been keeping the House for you.

Mfr. Ulndern-ood: If it hurts you, don't
do it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:- We do what we are
paid for; I am damned if you do.

Division taken with the following result:-
Ayes -. . .19

Noes . - .. 11

Majority for .. -
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Mr. moa
Mr. Carter
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Dorset
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hietmeit
Mr. I-. X. Maley
Mr. Mea

Mr. Anguin
Mr. Chessos
Mr. Collier
Mr. Cuningsham

Mr. Heron
Mr. Hughes

Question thus passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES-STATE TRAD-
ING CONCERNS.

I4 Committee.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair.

Division-State Brickworks, C80,716:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George--Murray-Wellngton) [12.53): The
net profit returned for the 12 months ended
30th JTune was £2,231 18s. lid., bringing up
the accrued profits to £2,704. In addition
we have provided interest and depreciation,'
and £1,000 has been paid over to the Trea-
surer to go to Consolidated Revenue. During
last year we set'1,000,000 bricks, and sold
7,548,340. The total depreciation provided
since the inception of the brickrworks has
amounted to £9,624 18s. 3d., of which £5,000
is invested ia cash in the Treasury. We have
also provided a sinking fund of £,448,000 11s.
8d. Trade is exceptionally brisk and we
have orders that will require nine months to
carry oat. The relationship between the
management and the employees is good.

Hon. W. 0. Angivin: How much did you
pay into the Treasury last year I

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: One
thousand pounds.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Ivaahoe) (12.55):-
I should like some further information.

Mr. Tecsdale; We have a good profit, so
there is not much to growvl about,

Mr. LUTEY: Rut we should have fax
more. If the works had a clean go 'hey
would show much greater vrofit. Building has
been retarded, and is retarded on accoiint of
shortage of bricks. Five years ago, when the
war was on, the Minister declared that fur-
ther machinery was required for the brick-
works, that they had not sufficient machinery
to cope with their orders.

The Minister for Works: No, I did not.
Mr. LIJTEY: I say you did. It is in

"Mansard."1 You cannot bluff me.

[541

Ayze.
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Money
Mr. P16588
Mr. Richiardson
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mullany

(Teller.)

NORs.
Mr. Lutey
Mr. Marshall
Mr. MoeCallum
Mr. Wilson

Mr. MuniaTs e.

The Mlinister for Works. It is not in

Mr. IUTIEY: You said it four or five years
ago. It was putting the House under a mis-
understanding.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort.

Mr. L1JTEY: You said you did not have
sufficient machinery1 and were not in a po-
sition to get it.

The Minister for Works: 1 never' said
that.

Mr. LUTEY: But you did, and it will be
found in ''Hansard?'y

The Minister for Works: You are making
a mistake,

Mr. LIUTEY: It is you who were making
a mistake when you gave that reply. Your
excuse of five years ago was that you required
more machinery.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort. It was kilns we required.

My. LUTEY: Five years ago you said it
was machinery.

Hon. P. Collier: The House is becoming a
bear garden. There is no cc'ntrol of the House
whatever.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!1
The Minister for Works: You are quite

wrong.
Hr. LUTEY: I am not.
Hon. P. COLLIER: On a point of order.

I am not going to sit here in the small hours
of the morning listening to a wrangle like
this. If you, Mr. Chairman, have lost control
of the Minister, we are likely to be here in-
definitely.

The Minister for Works: The hen. memi-
ber is making a mistake.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Well you may say so
afterwards. Already you have had more to
say than has the hon. member, although be
is on his feet addressing the Ghair, I am
not going to sit here listening to a wrangle
such as you are indulging in. Keep quiet
and let the hon. member get on with his
speech. I will nat sit here listening to you.

The Minister for Works: Well stand.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I ask you, Mr. Chair-

tun, to keep the Minister in order. If you
cannot do so let us adjourn.

The CHMIRMAN: The Minister must
keep order.

Mr. LUTEY: It is a crying shame that
building in the city should have been re-
tarded for years past for want of bricks. We
have thu clay, the position, and everything
necessary, if only we had the co-operation of
the Government in an endeavour to supply
sufficient bricks. The Minister says he has
orders that will keep the works busy for the
next nine months; yet it is known that for
years past he has given the explanation that
he had not sufficient machinery. Last year
the works could have turned out ever so
many more bricks if a Hoffman kiln had been
installed. Why was that kiln not procured?
It is a crimnanl abhe that the Government
should not have taken .action. The excuse
last year was that the kiln would take 12
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months to build. So many excuses have I
heard from the Minister that I hardly know
whether that was last year or the year before.
It was pointed out by the Minister last year
that given a Hoffman kiln there was sufficient
machinery to produce many more bricks.
Nothing has been done, and yet there are
complaints that people cannot get sufficient
supplies of bricks for building purposes. I
again protest against the inaction of the
Government. The public should know the
position and who is responsible for the re-
tarding of building operations in the city
during the last few years. The Government
talk stout State trading concerns. Here is
a concern that gives no trouble whatever. A
Hoffman kiln would enable the briekWorks
to make a handsome profit. I hops the Gov-
ernmnent. will overcome ay prejudice they
have, against extending this trading concern,
because the building industry is languishing
f or bricks.

Capt. CARTER (Leederville). [1.2]: In
answer to the member for Brown ill-Ivanhoe
(Mr. Lutey) I wish to give my views as to
the necesity for increasing the output of
bricks. I agree heartily that building has
been greatly retarded, not only in the metro-
polis, but in other parts of the State, be-
cause of the insuffiient supply of bricks
turned out by the State works. The reason
may be that the works are not large enough,
or that the Government have failed to axtend
them. I am glad the Government have tailed
to extend them. I sam sorry the Government
still continue to carry on these trading con-
cerns. But for them, private people would
enter the business.

Mr. Marshall: Why do not they enter it
when there is a demand for bricks?

Mr. Money: Becanse the State has entered
the business.

Hon. W. C. Angivin: There should be State
lawyers too.

Mr. Marshall: The member for Leedervifle
should be ashamed to express that opinion
when there is such a dearth of bricks.

Tbe CHAIRMAN: I am not going to allow
any discussion as to whether State trading
concerns are beneficial to the State or other-
wise. Members must confine themselves to
the question of passing this vote for the man-
agement and control of the works. No ques-
tion of policy can be introduced at this june-
ture.

Capt. CARBTER: I san sorry -you, Mr.
Chairman, were not more firm with the pre-
vious speaker, who made a purely partisan
speech.

The CHATRM&N: I object to your re-
mark, and call upon you to withdraw because
it is a reflection on the Chair.

Capt. CARTER:- What reflection have I
east on the Chair?

The CHATRMAN: You said I had per-
mitted Mr. Lutey to make a partisan speech.

Capt. CARTER: Mid refused me the right
to reply.

The CHAIRIMAN: I all not alow mem-
hers to discuss the rights and wrongs of State
trading Concerns under this vote.

Capt. CARTER: I did not intend to in-
cult your position or you, but it seems unfair.
However, I withdraw the words, but I feel I
should have been allowed to reply to the bon.
member,

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [l,5]: The
balance sheet. of the State brickworks reveals
an extraordinary position. We have invested
in the concern £28,980, and the turnover for
the year, according to the profit and loss ac-
count, was £ 8,000. We hear a lot about State
trading conerns not paying. How can the
brickworks be expected to pay?

The Minister for Works: They are paying.
Mr. BUOHES:- They would pay hand-

somely if they were properly handled.
The Minister for Works: They would pay

better if I allowed the price to go uip, hut I
will not do that.

Mr. HUGHES: Tell that to the marines!
Mr. Lutey: You want an extra kiln.
Mr. Marshall: Hlas anyone invited you to

raise the price?
Mr. HUGHES: Though we have nearly

£30,000 invested in this concern the gross
sales for the year amounted to only £8,000.
If the brick works can he made to pay on such
a small turnover in comparison with such a
large investment, why does not the Minister
extend them?

The Mtinister for Works: The sales last
year were £E24,000. What are you talking
about?

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister is right. I
should have said the profit was £.8,000. When
the demand for bricks is so great and the
city is starving for bricks, the output could
be considerably increased without adding to
the overhead charges to any great extent.
There are certain overhead charges attached
to running any business, but very often it is
possible to double the turnover without mater-
ially increasing the overhead charges. That
is where profits are made. If the turnover of
the brickworks is being kept down to a min-
mum and the city is starving for bricks, this
concern is not being given a fair chance. A
reasonable opportunity is not afforded to as-
certain whether the works can pay. Out of
gross sales amounting to £24,000 last year,
the gross profit was £E8,000, or 83 per cent.

Mr. Teesdale: That is not bad.
Mr. HUGHES: It is verging on profiteer-

ing.
The Minister for Works:, They were losing

money when I took them in hand.
Hon. SW. 0. Anugwini: No, they were not.
The -Minister for Works: They were.
Hon W. C. Angwin: We were selling bricks

at S15s. a thousand less than you have been
selling them.

Mr. HUGHES: I am continually being chal-
lenged as to whether the State briekworks are
in the combine, and whether the price charged
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by the State works is fixed by the other brick-
makers.

The Minister for Works: We fix the price
of our bricks without consnltation with any-
one else, and I am not going to raise the
price.

Mr. HUGHES : The Minister is quite
right in refusing to raise the price. If the
other people are not consulted and there is
no arrangement with them, the Minister
will be doing a good service to the State if
he reduced the price of bricks.

The Minister for Works: Why reduce the
price when we can sell at the present price
all we can produce?

Mr. HUGHES: Why not, if it is possible
to sell four or five times the quantity?
Why is not an effort made to meet the
demand by turning out more bricks?
Thirty-three per cent, is a good profit, and
the market is available,

Mr. Marshall: There is no opposition; the
Government have an open market.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not know anything
about the opposition. The Minister said
the works were nine months in arrears with
orders, and he proudly claimed that the
works had begun to pay since they bad
come under his administration. When a
man running a business is able to fix the
price of his commodity at a figure that will
return 33 per cent, profit, he cannot claim
much credit for making the business pay.
There is nothing sensational about that.

The Minister for Works: I am not asking
for praise. I simply say they are paying. That
is better than the £7,000 loss of a few years
ago.

Mr. HUGHES: How was the loss made
up?

The Minister for Works: I do not know,
speaking from memory.

Mr. HUGHES: Was the loss repaid?
Hon. W. 0. Angwin: It was not a loss. It

was stock on band and the Minister knows
it.

The Minister for Works: You are wrong.
Do not lot us quarrel about it.

Hon. P. Collier: My Minister's word ngainst
yeurs?

Mr. HUGHES: If there was that loss in
addition to the profits that have accumu-
lated, does the Minister suggest the works
made an additional £E7,000 profit and wiped
out the debit balance?

The Minister for Works: There was very
little work being done for a long time, and 'we
still hed to pay interest and sinking fund.

The CHAILEMANf: Order!
Mr. HUGHES: If there was a loss of

£7,000-
The Minister for Works: Call me in when

you have finished. I do not want to listen to
a lot of tommy rot.

Mr. Marshall: Go outside! You are just
as good outside as you are inside.

Mr, HUGHES: I protest against the at-
titude of the Minister. He is responsible for
these works and is paid a salary by the State
to carry out these duties. He is a servant

of the State. We are kept here until the
small hours, but when we call attention to
these matters he walks out of the Chamber.

The Premier: I will tell you all about it.
Mr. HUGHES: We are entitled to have

this information. The Minister has no
right to shirk his responsibilities to the
country. Responsible government has become
a farce. If this sort of thing is to go on
we might as well cease discussing the Esti-
mates. If the Minister chooses to ignore this
Chamber, I wil move-

That progress be reported.
Motion put and negatived.

[Mir. Mnie took the Choir.]

Mr. HUGHES: I am glad to have brought
the Minister back to a sense of his responsi-
bilities. In the balance sheet on the debit side
there is a profit of £2,231. If there was a
debit balance on the profit sand loss account
of £E7,000 in addition, and there is no state-
ment in the balance sheet to lead us to be-
lieve otherwise, I assume that the current
profits have wiped out tjae deficit and the
works are now showing a credit balance of
£C1,764. That proves how profitable these
works ale. The margin of profit is high,
but I raise no objection to that. If the
people are paying a high price for their
bricks, whatever profit is made out of the
works is going hack to them in the shape of
public services, etc. There is a big demand
for bricks.

Mr. A. Thomson: Incidentally, the works
are keeping others from starting.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: Not at all.
Mr. HUGHES: In what way has the es-

tablishment of the State Brickworks pre-
vented others from startingl

Mr. A. Thomson:. They have due so.
Mr. HUGHES: If the State Brickworks

are keeping others out of the business, they
must be looking for an enormous return npon
their money, and cannot be satisfied with a
33 1/3rd per cent. profit.

Mr. Chesson: And orders for nine mouths
ahead!

Mr. HUGHES: They must want a lot. It
would be in the interests of the metropolitan
area if the capacity of the works was in-
creased. There must be a certain amount of
administrative expenses and overhead charges,
and if the output is doubled or trebled there
will be very little increase in this direction.
A more handsome profit could, therefore, be
made if the operations of the works were ex-
tended. There is a profit of £38,000 for the
year. The interest bill is £Z11400, so that
one-sixth of the profit is being taken for
interest. That is a tremendous strain to
place upon any business. Notwithstanding
the heavy rate of interest, the brickworks
are able to meet it, and provide 1,500 for
depreciation and showr a profit on the year
of t2,231.

The Minister for Works: Is that not a
good performance?

Mr. HUGHES:- It is excellent. I cannot
understand why such a payable concern, that
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is supplying commodities to the public that
is hungry for them, should have such a re-
stricted output.

Mr. Teesdajle: We will do better next year.
The Minister for Works: We can make any

quantity of brick;, but we have not the means
of burning them.

Mr. HUGHES: Cannot we get the means?
Let us extend the works, which mean so much
to the community and return so much profit
to the Government, In the balance sheet
against the liabilities is a sum of £1,774 due
to the Consolidated Revenue Fund. I take
it, from that, the State Brickworks owe that
sum to the revenue.

The Minister for Works: How do you make
that out?

Mr. HUGHES: It is in the balance sheet,
liabilities on capital account.

The Minister f or Works. That is right.
Mr. FUGUHES: It says ",Consolidated Rev-

enue Fund, £1,774."1
The Minister for Works: That is capital

account.
Mr. H1UGHES: It is a liability to Con-

solidated Revenue.
The Minister for Works: Yes, it is capital.
Mr. HUGHES: If the works owe that

amount to Consolidated Revenue, and there is
a surplus, why is the debt not paid off? In-
stead of that we find the works giving the
Colonial Treasurer £1,000, which was trans-
f erred to Consolidated Revenue.

The Minister for Works: I think he col-
lared it

Mr. HUGHES: It is an extraordinary way
of doing business.

The Minister for Works: One is current
account and the other is capital account. To-
day it shows a credit instead of a debit.

Mr. HUGHES: The £1,000 was not a loan
to the Treasurer and he is not paying in-
terest on it.

The Minister for Works: Of course not.
Mr. HUGHES: It is a straight out appro-

priation fronm profits. In all fairness to the
brickworks, the £1,000 should have been set
against the debt of £1,700 and next year,. i-
stead of being obliged to pay interest on
£1,174, the works would be paying interest
only on £774. It is unjust that the State
Brickworks should hand £1,000 to the revenue
and continue to pay interest on the whole of
thb capital account.

The MAinister for Works: We cannot pay
off our capital account. You do not under-
stand.

'Mr. HUGHES: Why? I1 know as much
about accounts as the Minister does.
If what this balance sheet discloses is the
Minister's idea of proper business methods,
I do not agree with him. The capital account
and the interest bill of the concern are kept
as high as ever, while the Treasurer IS
collaring the profits and putting them into
his revenue. In the balance sheets of some
other State trading concerns losCse are
eap'itnlised and interest is charged on them,
but profits are transferred to Consolidated
Revenue.

The Minister for Works: Under the Act
the Treasurer has the right to collar any
profits that are made.

The CRMBIMAN: Order!I The member
for East Perth may discuss the balance
sheet of the brickworks till Doomsday, but
he must not discuss State trading concerns
in general.

The Minister for Works: What has been
done is in accordance with the law, and the
mnember for East Perth would do the same
if he were Treasurer.

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister has no right
to prognosticate what I would do. The
profits of the brickworks go into Consoli-
dated Revenue, but if there is a loss on the
works and the Treasurer has to make good
that loss lie charges interest on the amount
of the loan in next year's balance sheet.

The Minister for Works: That is so, and
that is the law.

Mr. HUGHES: It would be fairer to re-
pay the Treasurer the £1,000, or else invest
the amount in securities with a view to
ultimately paying off the capital account,
and thus effecting a considerable reduction
in interest charges for the following year.
Within a few years the result would be a
business running free of interest. Even if
the Government borrow money to increase
the plant at the brickworks, it would be an
excellent investment, one which eould not
go wrong; and a tonsiderable service would
be rendered to the public by the increase
in the supply of bricks.

Hon. W. C. Angwiu called attention to
the state of the Committee.

B3ells rung, a quorum formed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [1.30]: I have expressed my resent-
ment of the Minister's statement that when
he took the brickworks over there was a
loss on them. I have said that there was
not a loss. In the balance sheet I now have
before mec the Minister showed a lass of
£E596., That balance sheet was presented
after the Labour Government went out of
oiffice.

The "Minister for Works: In 1916?
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. What was

the position? The Minister put in the report
for 1916 a statement of the position, and this
showed that £1,243 Ss. was charged for in-
terest, and £E1,126 9s. 8d. for depreciation.
There is not a penny allowed now for depre-
ciation. Owing to the war, 646,520 bricks
were stacked and they were valued at 27s.
10d. The Minister has never made a brick
at that price since he has been in charge of
the works. In addition there were 258,960
bricks at the kiln and they were valued nt 25s.
4d. That is how he showed a loss. That is
when he burned the midnight oil with a press-
man in his company, fixinig this up to depre-
ciate the efforts of the Labour Party.

The Minister for Works:, 'You have an imag-
ination.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: That is a fact.
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The Minister for Works: It is Dot a fact
about me.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: That is how the
balance sheets were fixed up to show a lass.
A proper balance sheet would have shown a
profit.

The Minister for Works: You are wrong.
Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: I am right. Bricks

have never been turned out at 27s. 10d., but
they were stacked and charged for at that
rate.

The Minister for Works: Why did not you
raise this question then? How can you ex-
pect me to answer your statements now?

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: It was raised at
the time.

The Minister for Works: You are wrong.
Ron. W. C. ANO'WIN: The Minister will

find these particulars in the 1916-17 Votes and
Proceedings and they show the figures I havea
quoted.

The Minitser for Works: What about de-
prediation?

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: You bare charged
nothing now.

The Minister for Works: What are you
talking about?

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN:t There is not a
pennty charged for depreciation for 1922-23

The Minister for Works: Yes, there is.
There is £1,500 allowed.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: That figure does
not appear in the statement at all. The only
items appearing are: Manager, £550, wages
and general working expenses, including re-
pairs and minor additions necessary to the
undertaking, £18,587; interest on fixed and
working capital £1,600; departmental charges
£175, and sinking fund £71.

The Minister for Works: Depreciation is
there anyhow.

Hon. W. C. ANa-WIN: No depreciation is
shown in the Estimates at all. On the other
hand, an item dealing with depreciation ap-
pears in the Estimates for the State Ferries,
which is the next to be dealt with. A sum
of £212 is allowed for depreciation there.

The Minister for Works: I have the balance
sheet and it shows £E1,500 is charged for de-
preciation.

Hon. W. a. ANaWIN: I am going on the
Estimates, It shows the expenditure last year
and the Estimates for this year. While de-
prediation is shown in connection with some
of the State Trading Concerns, none is shown
for the brickworks. I do not question the
Minister 'a ability to deal with the trading
concerns, but I like him to be fair.

The Minister for Works: I try to give fair
play.

Hon. W, C. ANa-WIN: You say there has
been a loss, hut it has teen since we loft office.
The 'Minister said there was flint loss when
he took over, but that it is not so.

The Premier: He said several years ago.
Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: We are not all

damned fools on this side of the House, and
some of us hare memories.

Hon. P. Collier: There may be one or two,
but most of us are not!

Hon. W. C. ANa-WIN: There has been no
loss in connection with these works, but the
building trade has been retarded throughout
the metropolitan area owing to the scarcity
of bricks. Recently a contractor at East Pre-
mantle suggested that fibrolite should be used
for housing as bricks could not be obtained.
I do not think that cement preparation iwould
be as good as wood, as a stone thrown from
the outside would go through it. We have
not got the bricks to keep tradesmen going.
The erection of the Frenmantle tram shed has
been delayed for a long time because bricks
cannot be obtained.

The Premier: Some little time ago there
were too many bricks.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George-Murray-Wellington-in reply)
[1.403:. Regarding the statements of the
member for Brown Hil-Ivanhoe (Mr. Lutey),
what I wish the Committee to understand is
that I could not have said, and I dlid not say,
that we wanted more machinery.

Mr. Marshall: You did, and I have a note
of what you said here. I will show you
what you said.

The MINISTERt FOR WORKS:- If I did
say it-I am not aware that I did-I was
wrong.

Mr. Luatey: You did say so.
Mr. Marshall: So he did.
The MINI]STER FOR WORKS: If I did

refer to machinery, it wsa mistake. The
machinery we hare is capable of turning out
more bricks than we are doing.

Mr. Lutey: Why did you tell me I was
wrong?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The ma.
ehinery we have cannot turn out more bricks
dluring eight hours than it is doing now. If
we had an additional Hoffman kiln ive could
double our production. It is not the policy
of the Government to further extend the
works and in the circumstances we cannot do
any more. The hon. member may not agree
with me, but that is the position. As to the
statement of the member for North-East
Fremantle, I believe the balance sheet for the
year is an honest one.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: So were the previous
balance sheerts.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I admit
that. The balance sheet has been audited by
the Auditor General and the price put upon
the bricks is the valuation arrived at by the
manager. They have not been written down.
by my instructions, nor by the instructions of
anyone else that I am aware of.

Mr. Hughes:- The Auditor General is not
the person to put the value on the stocks.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: But he would do it,
He would value anything.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS; During
my tine I have put my opinions aside and
have done what I could to make the works a
success

Hon. W. C. Angrin: Nobody raises any
objection to that, but others did the same
before you got there.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The total
depreciation has been £9,676. Hon. members
must be gratified to think this concern is
paying. We arc in a very good position
financially and the member for East Perth
(Mr. Hughes) need not refer to the State
Trading Concerns Act. He will find that
all profits made are at the disposal of the
Treasurer, while of course if we had a loss
andii bad to get money from -.be Treasury to
meet it, we should have to pay interest
on it.

Mr. Marshall drew attention to the state
of the Committee.

Bells rung; a quorum formed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No doubt
the paucity of bricks referred to is very
serious for the building trade, The State
Brickworks is not in a position to deliver
more bricks thant it is doing. Great credit
is due to the manager and to those who have
helped him bring it to its present prosperous
condition.

Mr. MARSHALL:- Tile Minister for
Works never shoulders any respoasibility.

The Minister for Works: The Minister
for Works shoulders every dawned bit of
responsibility.

Mr, MARS1HALL: I want to complain
about the Minister, who shuffles every time
the Estimates are brought before us.

The Minister for Works: The Minister is
not on the Estimates.

Air. MARSHALL: And it would be better
for the State if hie had never been on the
floor of the House.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
cannot discuss the Minister.

Mr. MARSHEALL: I am entitled to criti-
cise the administration for not having ex-
tended the brickworks.

The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member must
speak to some item.

Mr. MARSHALL: Welt, Item No. 1, Man-
ager, £5Z50, will do as well as another. The
manager is general supervisor and, no doubt,
reports to the Minister the necessity for
extending the business.

The Minister for Works: He cannot build
a kiln unless I give him the money for it.

Mr. MARSHALL: And the Minister can
say, "I cannot build a kiln unless the Treas-
urer gives me 1hu mnoney."1 The manager is
responsible wore or less. I am sorry I have
lost the opportunity to deal with the point I
wish to touch upon. The Minister has told
deliberate lie here this evening.

The Minister for Works: That must be
withdrawn!

Mr. MARSHALL: I will withdraw it, hut
"'Hansard" will prove that I am right.

The Minister for Works: I object to that.
Mr. MARSHALL: Well, I will pull out

the lot.
Mr. Hughes.- I should like your ruling, Mr.

Chairman, as to whether hon. members are
not treating the Chair with contempt in
going out again as soon as a quorum has
been formied'

The CIAiRMAN: The general rule is that
if the Chairman believes a quorum to be with-
in the pr-ecincts, it is all right.

The Minister for Works: If you, Sir, do
uot stop the member for Murcbison (Mr.
Marshall), I will go and break his4 bloody
neck.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I am going to
ask the Minister to withdraw that word. If±
there is any more language like that I will
leave the Chair, and declare the sitting closed.
I will not sit here and be made a laughing
stock.

TI* Minister for Works: I will withdraw
and apologise, but I am not going to put up?
with that sort of stuff from 'Mr. Marshall. I
call upon you to make hini withdraw and
apologise.

The CHAIRMAN: I did ask the boa.
membher to withdraw, and he withdrew.

The Minister for Works: And as soon as
hie sat down he repeated the offensive words.

Mr. MARSHALL: I will withdraw. What
are the words?

The CHAIRMAN: I don't know.
Mr. MARSHALL: Nor does the Minister.

Vote lint and passed.

Progress reported.

House edjoin-ned at 1.50 anm. (Friday).

tegwltattve Council.
.Tuesday, 13th November, 19W2.

Obituary: Mr. Peter O'Lojhlen, M.IJA...
Adjournment:- Special .. .. ..

PDEs
.. 1.448
-1450

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

OBITUARY-MR. PETER O'LOGELEN,
M.L.A.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J1. Eiving-South-West) [4.33]:- It is with
the deepest regret that I ask you, Mr. Presi-
dent, to permit me to move the following
motion:-

That this House desires to plece on re-
cord its sincere sympathy and condolence
withN the relotives of the late Mr. Peter
0 'Loqhten, member of the Legislative As-
sembly, and that the Preuidentt be requested
to forward a copy of this resolution to the
brother of the late maember.
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