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Nous,
Hon. J. Duffell : Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. J, Ewing Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon. J. Mlille (Teller)

Question thus passed.
Hop. J. W, KIRWAN: I move—

That the resolution be transmitted by
message to the Lesgislative dssembdiy for
i3 concurrence.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—SANDALWOOD TRADE
MONOPOLY.

Dehate resumed from 31st October on
motion by Hon. . H. Gray—

That all papers (including tenders) re-
lating to the proposal of the Government
to grant ¢ monopoly in the trade of sandal-
woed be laid upon the Table of the House,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [6.8]: The papers
agked for by tha hon. member have been
lai@ on the Table in another place. This does
away with the necessity for debating the
question any further, The papers are now
available to all members of this Chamber.
I, therefore, ask Mr. Gray to withdraw his
motion.

Hon. E, H. GRAY: With the permission
of the House, I will withdraw the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn,

REBOLUTION—ESPERANCE NORTH-
WARDS RATILWAY EXTENSION,
Assembiy’s Message.

Message from the Legislative Assembly, re-

questing the Council’s eoncurrence in the fol-
lowing resolution, now considered—

That in the opinion of this House tha
Government should obiain the necessary
authority as early as possible to extend the
Esperance Northwards railway line (now
in course of consiruotion) so that it may
junction with the existing lines of the State
at Norseman.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—Sonth-West [6.12]: I move—

That the Assembly’s resolution be agreed
to.

It would be oaly courtesy on our part to
agree to this resolution, notwithstanding the
fact that we have already carried a motion
dealing with the same subjeet. Mr. Kirwan
wishes to send his motion to the Assembly for
its comcurrence. In view of the vote that
has just been taken it seems that this House
has-agreed that the railway should be built
as early as possible.

Hon. J. W. EIRWAN (Sonth) [6.13]: I
protest against this House being put into such
an absurd position as to be asked to agree
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to a reaplution which is entirely contrary to
the motion that we have just carried by the
overwhelming majority of 16 to 5. If the
resolution of the Legislative Assembly is to
be sent back to that Chamter, we should
send it back amended in conformity with the
motion we have just carried. It would be an
extraordinary thing if two motions so dis-
tinctly econtrary to one another left this
House as if we had agreed to both. We can-
not agree to both. The difference between
the two motions is vital, T protest against
the action of the Leader of the House in
asking ns to pass this resolution in its pre-
sent form. I could not vote for that. The
best course to adopt is to send the resolution
back fo the Assembly in an amended form,
with the request that they should concur in
that amendment, The position is somewlhat
difficult. We have already decided to send
our own motion to the Legislative Assembly.
It is, therefore, difficult to know what is the
best ecourse to pursue, but the best eourse is
net that suggested by the Leader of the
House, which would plaee this Chamber in
s curion3d position.

Oun motion by Hon, J. Duffell, dehate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.

Tegislative EHssembiy,
Thursday, Sth November, 1928.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 4,30 p.m., and read prayers.

CONDOLENCE—THE LATE LADY
WITTENOOM.

President’s acknowledgment.

The DEPUTY BPEAKER:
ceived the following letter:—
Dear Mr, Stabbs,—I have duly received
your letter of the 1st November, conveying
to me the sympathetie resolution which was
passed by the members of your House in

I have re-
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connection with my late bereavement.
Thanking you for your personal sympathy,
and with my kind regards, Yours sineerely,
E. H. Wittenoom.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION,

Ay, Johnston and the Queensland Insurance
Co., 1id.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin)
[4.40]: X wish to make a personal explana-
tion. Last week I asked some questions here
regarding the operations of a new insuranece
company. Since then I have received from
a member of the other House, the Hon. J.
Duffell, a letter addressed to him by the West-
ern Australian manager of the Queenstand
Insurance Co., Ltd. As I have no desire to
do an injustice to the Queensland Insurance
Company, which is a well-known, old-estab-
lished, and highly reputable insurance com-
pany, I should like to read the letter to the
House.

Mr, TUnderwood: The questions should
never have been allowed, anyhow,

Mr. JOENSTON: The letter is dated the
8rd imstant, and is signed G. KEerruish,
manager for Western Australia. It reads—

Perth, 3rd November, 1923.

Dear Mr. Duffell,—My attention has been
drawn to the questions put to the Premier
by Mr. E. B. Johmston, relating to the
activities of the Queensland Probate Insur-
ance Company Ltd., vide ‘*West Austra-
Han'’ of 1st instant, and as it is quite
within reason to suppose that a number of
the insuring public may confuse that com-
pany with ours owing to the similarity of
title, I would esteem it a favonr if you
would kindly bring the letter under the
notice of Mr. Johnston with the ohject of
prevailing npon him to take an opportunity
of explaining that his questions had no
bearing om, or reference to, onr company.
Would you inform Mr. Johnston that we
fully appreciate that when drawing up his
questions he had no intention of eausing
us any misgivings; on the contrary, I am
gure he is not unfriendly disposed toward
us. Youn will doubless remember that when
wo leared that the Queensland Probate Co.
intended operating in W.A,, I was so con-
cerned. that I wrote my general manager
at Srdney pointing out the eonfusion that
was likely to arise, and it was rather a
pity that owing to the eompany having
been registered in Queensland just prior
to our objection, no action could be taken.
Pargonally I congider the Registrar in
Queensland should not have permitted re-
gistration under their present title, as upon
reference to their articles I find that they
are permitted to write fire and accident in-
surance in addition to probate life business.
Whereas the company in question only
came into being within the past two years,
our company has opereted since 1885; and
indeed our directors and shareholders are
extremely prond of the eompany’s fingneial
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strength and the popularity

throughout the Commonwealth, :
Johnston would refer to the Queensland
Probate Company as a company of recend
origin, writing ostensibly life business, and
our company as & fire, marine and aecident
company established in the year 1885, it
would convey to the public that there is no
connection between these companies. In
view of the foregoing, I would be grateful
if you would have the matter cleared up
in the manner indieated.

it enjoys
¥ Mr

QUESTION—WYNDHAM MEAT
WORKS.

Retainers to ez-employess.

Mr. MANN asked the Pramier: 1, Are any
ex-employecs of Wyndham Meat Works being
paid a weekly retainer till next seasom com-
mences? 2, If go, how many? 3, What were
their positions at the works last szeason, and
what amount 3is being paid to each ex-
employee?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, in accord-
ance with the practice of the trade generally.
2 and 3, The number to be retzined will not
be definitely decided until the arrival of the
works manager by the ‘‘Bambra’’ on the
13th instant.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr, Willcoek, leave of ab-
sence for four weeks granted to the member
for Forrest {Mr. O’Loghlen) on the ground
of ill-health.

On motion by Mr. Mullany, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to the member
for Mt. Margaret (Hon. G. Taylor) on the
ground of ill-health,

BILL—PINJARRA-DWARDA RAILWAY
EXTENSION ACT AMENDMENT,

Returned from the Council witheut amuiil-
ment,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1922-23.
In Commitice of Supply.

Resumed from the 6th November;
Angelo in the Chair.

Department of Railways, Hon. .J. Seaddan,
Minjgter.

Vote—Railways,
sidered} :

Mr, WILSON (Collie) [4.41]: First of
all I wish to congratulate the Minister for
Railways and the Commissioner of Raillways
on their endeavours to bring the expenditure
of the department within reach of the inm-
come., I would not have sai? much on this
vote but for the fact that certain references
to coal supplies have been made during the

Mr.

£2,885000 (partly eon-
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diseussion. As I am looked upon as being the
member for coal, it is only fair that I should
give some expression to what I believe, With
regard to the new agreement which has been
entered into, I congider that the Government
have made a fair bargain for themselves so
far as price iz concerned, and alse given a
fair deal in regard to the wages under the
industrial agreement operating in the Collie
¢oal industry. The new agreement secures a
continuity of the present rate of wages, which
is a thing on which I can heartily congratulate
the House and also the State. Regarding the
term of the agreement, lot me point out that
up to the outbreak of the war the term had
always been three years: from 1905 to 1908,
from 1908 to 1911, and from 1911 to 1914,
the last being during the Labour Govern-
ment’s time. Then we come to war-time.
The agreement terminated about the time that
the war broke out, consequently a renewal
was put off repeatedly. Incidentally let me
remark that the Newcastle trade obtained an
advance of ls, in 1914, At the end of the
following year, wben the bank to bank strike
oceurred, the matter was referred to an arbi-
trator in the person ct Judge Edmuonds. who
granted an advance of 2s. 7d. per ton. I say
advisedly that if it was good enough for the
Neweastle miners to get such an advance in
their wages, it was also good enough for the
coal miners here. As the Premier has often
jokingly said, I led wy men across and got
the money. In  similar circumstances I
would do so again. The coal miner here is
entitled to be remunerated for his work just
aa much as the Newecastle miner. The agree-
ment is all right from these two standpoints,
bot mevertheless a sad mistake has been
made. The mistake js that the new agree-
ment excludes new fielda from its operation
for the next three years. The old agreement
had a clause whieh set forth that the Com-
missioner was entitled to use 20 per cent. of
a portion of the department’s consumption
for the purpose of helping the development
of new fields, or of new mines discovered at
Collie or eclsewhere. The prospects of de-
velopments in new coal finds are good, and
should not be lost sight of. There ia at Wilga
an extensive deposit on which a considerable
amount of money has been spent; and the
indieations of good coal there are sufficient
to warrant attention from thke Government.
Another seam has been found at Collie,
and is looked upon as being the finest in that
distriet. Yet that seam, like the Wilga dia-
covery, is to Le left out in the enld for the
next three years. It is usual <very three
years to have a round table conference in re-
spect of Collie coal. I think it was Mr, Back-
shall who first suggested it should be held, so
as to inculcate into the department and the
locomotive drivers generally, the benefits of
burning Collie coal exelusively. In passing I
must congratnlate the Government, and the
Railway Department, on burning practically
100 per cent. of Collie coal. That has been
brought ahout by these round table conferences.
In 1917 My. Angwin was at one of these con-

LASSEMBLY,,

ferences. In 1920 another conference was
beld, the Minister for Mines being chairman.
Of this year’s conference I have the minutes,
given me by the secretary of the Miners’
Union, The conference took place on the
17th August. What 1 ecannot understand
about the allocations made is that some men
on the eonference had an interest in another
mine but let the oceasion pass, and agreed
with the Government or the department and
the loeomotive drivers that eoal should be
distributed for the next thres years as fol-
lows: 33 per ceni. going to the Proprietary
mine, 20 per cent. to the Westralian mine, 20
per cent, to the Co-operative mine, 14 per
cent. to the Cardiff mine, and 13 per cent. to
the Premier mine. The member for Hannans
(Mr. Munsie} was chairman of the confer-
ence, I connot understand why no margin
was left to allow the Commissioner to en-
courage any Dew minesy by permitting them
to come in,

The Minister for Mines: They could not
conie in during the three years agreement,
anyhow.

Mr. WILSON: No, but in the previous
agreement a percentage was left over, to be
given at the diseretion of the Commissioner
for developmental work in other mines. No
such provision is made in the new agreement.

Mr. Underwood: In other words, it is an-
other monopoly.

Mr. WILSON: ©Personally I think the
peint was overlooked at the conference.

The Minister for Mines: I do not think
any new mine conld be opened up sufficiently
to supply any substantial quantity during the
next three years.

Mr. WILSON: They could supply a little
coal while dJdeveloping, znd to a new mine
every little helps. The Railway Department
has been at pains to go through the Royal
Commisgioner s report and take out the little
tit-bits that suit it; while overlooking re-
commendations that mipht be of bonefit to the
State. T say advisedly that the mixturc of
bard and soft ecals produces the hest fuel
the enpines could have.

The Minister for Mines:
cost of mixing?

Mr. WILSON: That would not Ee very
mueh,

The Minister for Mines: How would yon
mix Premier coal with Proprietary coalt

AMr. WILSON: Give me the job of mixing
it, and I will de it.

Mr. Underwood: Some of the coals cannot
be mixed. They discovered that on the trial
ship.

Mr, WILSON: I was on the trial locomo-
tive. There is a difference between locomo-
tives and ships, inasmuch as locomotives have
foreed draught to a much greater extent than
have the ships. Most of the bard ecoals give a
great percentage of ash, and so clinkers
badly. The zoft coals have less ash, The
mixture secms to relieve both, keeping the
soft coal from flaming too qnickly, and put-
ting a bit of life into the hard ecoal. That

What about the
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was the evidence of the drivers appointed by
the Royal! Commissioner,

M7z, Tnderwood: One of them went om
strike.
Mr., WILSON: I am not dealing with

strikes now. The engineers, Butcher and Ap-
pleby, declared that the mixture gave the best
results. Drivers all over the State will say
that the mixture of hard and soft coals is
just what they want. By and by we shall be
exhausting the hard coals and will have all
the soft coals left om our hands. Since the
one belps the other, it is up to the department
to see that they are mixed. Then there is
the question of covering the coal in the wagons
and bins. It will probably save the depart-
ment thousands per annvm. [ am glad to
éee the department has now partially adopted
the system; but it should he done exelusively.
It is nothing to lose five or ten per cent.
through the coal on top of the wagon crumb-
ling into Qust, which means that it is lost
in the fire or amoke box. We hear continually
that the price of coal ought to be lower, I
agree that it should be, provided the food-
stuffs, clothes and other commedities nsed by
the men were cheapened alsn. Last year I
agked the Minister what the Railway Depart-
ment has saved by using Onllie coal over the
past five years. He replied that it had made
a tatal saving of £730,728 in five or six years.
That being so, it is wise to conserve the
fnel. If an efficient mixture ean be secured,
then it is uy to the department to look into
the matter and see what ean be dome. In
regard to the couference and the new com-
tract, last session I spoke to the Minister
about introducing a Coal Mines Act Amend-
ment Bill. In July of this year the Miniater
opened a conference of the miners ecalled to
consider suggestions for the draft of the pro-
posed new Bill. On the 13th July T intro-
duced to the Minister a deputation from the
miners’ union on the question of the agree-
ment and regarding mining timber. The
\linister raid he wonld look into it. The next
I kuew was that tbe union had written to the
Commisgioner asking was it true that the
Amalgamated Collieries had given notice of
withdrawal from the agreement. 'That was
found to be true. Tn the meantime it was
found out that there bad been a good deal of
migeonception with the ecompanies and the
depzetment on the question of what should be
paid for Collic coal. The miring companies
econtended that the rise of 3s. given three
years ago should be given without any re-
duetion from that flat rate, because the men
had received an incerase of 3s. The Amalga-
mated Collieries took up that stand and said
they were underpaid. The file diseloses that
Mr. Lynnr practically demanded £12,000 ex-
tra payment from the department. The claim
was settled by the payment of £3,250. It
was then sugpested that the Amalgamated
Collieries should withdraw from the agreement
beeause af the alteration of system of pay-
ment. Tnder the old agreements they were
raid on the Car. enter ealorimeter. The re-
ecommendation of the Royal Commissioner was
that the Carpenter calorimeter, being ohso-
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lete, should be replaced by the Bomb calor-
imeter. After a delay of several years, due
to the war, a Bomb calorimeter was seeured
and the clash in the difference 1 payments
was the resnlt.

The Minister for Mines: That is the only
difference it could make, for the Ceal Tribu-
nal fixes the basie price,

Mr. WILSON: The Commissioner recom-
mended that 500 b.t.u. was the difference be-
tween the Carpenter calorimeter and the Bomb
calorimeter. They say ‘‘You make the Bomb
calorimeter 10,000 b.t.u. as against the Car-
penter calorimeter 10,500 b.w. T suppose
the Department ean now explain why they
make the standard price 19s. per ton for
9,900 b.t.u. The conlract was fixed up, signed
and sealed with the Amalgamated Collieries,
but one company was left out. T want to give
eredit where eredit is due. When the Depart-
ment wanted to make an agreement with a
small company different from that which they
gave the Amalpamated Collieries, the Minis-
ter stepped in and said, ‘‘ There can bhe uno
two differently worded agreements with two
companies; the agreement made with the big
company must also be given to the smaller
company.’”’ T asked the Minister to-day
whether he had received any notification ahount
the arbitration agreed upon between the Rail-
way Department and the Premier Company
which is to take place at Collie. In passing
I might refer to the appointment of the arbi-
trator. The gentleman who has been asked to
carry out this duty is the Inspector of Mines.
Thousands of pounds are involved in the ques-
tion, and the inspector is appointed without
being asked whether he is agreeable to under-
take the job. No mention is made of pay-
ment for his services, and it may not be out
of place here to state that he is the only In-
spector of Mines in the State who has a ticket,
yet he is on the lowest wage rung of the
ladder for inspectors.

The Minister for Mines: He iz a good man,
anyhow,

Mr. WILSON: And it is about time you
paid him aecordingly. He passed a very stiff
examination in New South Wales, an exam-
ination that is harder than any in England.
The Minister frives this officer extra work to
do and does not snggest anything about pay-
ment. Ancther matter T wish the Minister to
look into is the question of paying what is
owing to the Premier Company by the Rail-
way Department,

The Minister for Mines: What about the
money they owe to the department?

Mr. WILSOXN: If one company can get
£3,250 from the Railway Department, surely
a smaller company that cannot fight a law
ease on pecount of its resources should also
get something in proportion. The amount is
only a few hundred pounds, and that to an
infant concern might be the means of keeping
it going, I desire to say a few words in re-
gard to the deputation T introduced to the
Premier a few weeks back on the subject of
the slackness of trade at Collie. I drew at-
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tention at that deputation to the face that
men from Collie were threatening to leave the
State, and that the Government should step
in to prevent the depletion of the population
in that district. T pointed out that the total
trade at Collie had been on the decrease for
some time back, and that that was fo a great
extent due to the fact that the bunkering
trade was not coming here. The figures in
this respect for the last three ycars have
dwindled from 116,000 tons te 99,000 tons and
ther to 31,000 tony. The total trade for the
nine months of 1923 amounted to 336,000
tons, which was a falling off compared with
the corresponding nine months of last year.
T pointed out, too, that the falling off in the
bunkering in coal alone meant a loss of
£100,000 Lo the State, and that in round
figures the total loss on this account alone
was about £160,000, I suggested that some
inquiries should be made into the cause of
this. We should know why we arc losing so
much trade. In addition to the loss of ius.
a ton which is obtained for the coal at the
pit's mouth, the Railway Department lose 12a.
44, a ton in freight by the reduced trade.
Then there has to be remembered the losa sus-
tained by the lumpers who handle the coal on
the wharves. There should be a means by
which wa could ascertain why this loss is oe-
curring. When the Commissioner of Rail-
ways tells us that the price of coal has in-
creased since 1914 from 1ls. to 18s. 6d. per
ton at the present time. a difference of praec-
tically 80 per cent., he forgets to state that
he himself has increased freights by over 100
per cent. That inerease is too much. If by
any chance we eould get the freights reduced
by 1s. or 2a. per ton to the seaport, that would
assist to. restore the industry to some extent
to its former basis, T trust the Minister will
cavge some investipation to be made, T was
asked by the Miners’ Union at Collie to sub-
mit 2 motion to the House in the direction of
demanding an inquiry, but if the Minister
says that he will see that one is conducted, I
shall stay my haud. The Minister told us
that in 1923 the average price of New South
Wales coal at the pit’s mouth was 16s. 7d,,
while in Western Auvstralia it was 195. The
Minister, however, forgets that the coal he
generally gets from the Eastern States, costs
21s. 9d. per ton and not 16s. 7d. He brings
into his average Lithgow and other cheap
coals in order to inflate the price of Collie
coal. The price of best coal in New South
Wales is 21s. 9d. f.0.b., Neweastle. T got this
fipure from the Commissioner yesterday.
Therefore the statcment made by the Minister
is only a half-truth. When the Leader of the
Opposition was speaking the other evening,
the member for Mt. Magnet (Hon. M. F.
Troy) interjected that the Government were
the only consumers of Collie eoal. That is
not so. The position is ome of fifty-fifty.
Last year the State took 236,434 tona of Collie
coal ‘while the bunkering trade accounted for
over 200,000 tons. I regret very much that
the Railwax Department did not see fit to
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make provision for seuring coal from the
new seams, because it is only by doing that
that we can hope to get the best results. If
it is not now too late I suggest that the Min-
ister should give all a chance, There is plenty
of room for all, even Irwin, wherc the pros-
pecty are said to bo encouraging. [f the coal
there ia what it is said to be, it should be
given a chanee. Tn my opinion it is the soft
coal measures of Collie. At the same time it
is @ valuable asset,

The Minister for Mines: But Irwin cannot
hope to begin to supply within three years,
and they are not certain where they are vet.

Mr. WILSON: Jf they had an incentive,
those connected with the enterprise at Trwin
would no doubt go on with their efforts,

The Minister for Mines: They would have
the whole of the Midland Railway to them-
selves.

Mr. WILSON: Wilga is in the same posi-
tion, Then there is the Griffiin Syndicate who
were working a mine, and they are tied up
to the extent of some thousands of pounds. A
word or two about ramps. We have heard of
gold and oil ramps; we have also had coal
ramps. I exposed one some years ago in the
Donnybrook district where a man was foolish
enough to drop some Newecastle coal in a
shaft. Any coal miner can tell New.
castle coal by merely looking at it
Thiz man—his name was O’Grady--brought
the piece of coal to this House, and at that
time Mr., Cregory was Minister for Mines,
I was sent for and, of course, we had a
drink * :

The Mimister for Mines: That was the end
of the chapter.

Mr. WILBON: No, it was the beginning of
it.  O0'Grady had a couple of bags full of
coal specimens with him and taking out a
piece said, ‘*That is nice coal.”’ Then dip-
ping into the other bag he remarked, *°1
don't like this so well.”” ‘*No,”’ T replied,
““lut T wish T had three feet of it; it is
about the best piece of Newcastle coal T have
seen.’’  The man went away with a Calyx
drill and a romise of help from Mr. Gregory.
T told Mr. Gregory that it was Newecastle
coal, but not to mind my assurance and to
send down a man to inspect the locality. The
officer went down and later reported that the
coal was foreign to the locality it was sup-
posed to have ecome from. The other day I

" was passing a tailor’s shop when I was in-

vited to enter and inspect a sample of coal.
‘“*That’s a mice piece of coal; it came from .
Wilga,’* was the greeting. I replied quickly,
“I'm damned sure it did not.’”’ I urged
my friend to take it to Dr, Simpson, but the
reply was, ‘‘T will get ancther piece.”’ I
said, "*No, a piece of this will do.”’ Then I
remarked that T had saved one man from
going to gaol some years before, and I had
no intention of saving anyome else, Lately
the inspector of mines from Collie proceeded
to get some coal from one of these fields and
Mr, Wilson, of the Department, was with him.
A piece of Neweastle coal was put in their
hands as a sample of what the distriet was
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producing. That piece of Newcastle coal is
still with the inspector at hig office in Collie,
Thess things should not be permitted.
The inspectors and the department should
see that no analysis is given unless
they first take the coal from a pgutter,
cut down the coal seam by themselves, clean
the pavement, and take their own samples.
We know that no oil ean be found on a
granite formation.

The Minister for Mines: Or soap factories,

Mr, Wi_.JUN: Our coal has enough to
fight without having to fight down prejudices
that have arisen against it. I hope the Min.
ister will take into comsideration the effect
of what is meant by giving the whole of the
coal contract without any jurisdiction being
permitted to the Commissioner to apportion
some of the supplies to any new mine that
may be discovered. Coal i3 the essence of
ecommercial life, If we do not get it in
Collie, we may get it nearer t{o Fremantle.
I hope the Minister will look into the ques-
tions I have referred to, such as the covering
of coal and the mixing of coal, and also that
they will give the people at Wilga a fair
chanee of getting on their fest.

Mr. A, THOMSON (Katanning) [5.17]):
T congratulate the Railway Department upon
its improved finaneial position, If I may
say so in all humility, T regret Parliament
did not two years ago assist me in an en-
deavonr to have the Estimates reduced by 10
per cent, The results have shown that it
was quite possible for the Railway Depart-
ment to have initiated economies which have
since been brought into existence, and are
being added to day by day. T sympathise
with the Commissioner of Railways. We are
paying him £20006 a year for his services.
I do not speak of him in a personal way for
T have a great admiration for him. I believe
he is deing his best to place the railways on
a sound financial basis. We are paying him
this salary to earry out the policy of the
Government and this cramps him in one way.
On the other hand, he is cramped by the
awards of the Arbitration Court. It speaks
volumes for him and his officers that they
have been able to achieve such excellent re-
sults, despite these handicaps. I am not
going to appear as & carping critic, but T do
think the Railway Department should not
continue to bnild island platforms in country
towns. ‘This system was inawgurated by Mr.
J. T. Short. Tt is inconvenient for the people.
In the country districts people have either
to eross by an overhead bridge or go through
a subway in order to reach the island plat-
form, or they have to break the regulations
anl eross over the railway line, At Mount
Barker the Government are spending £7,000
in the cons{ruction of a station. No pro-
vision is made there for means of access
from the business side of the town to the
railway. The people will in the future, as
jn the past, have to walk across the line or
clamber over obstacles at night fime in order
to reaeh the platform. Many people have
fallen into the engine pit whilst doing this.
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The same thing happened at Katanning until
the Railway Department filled in the pit. I
hope the Railway Department will cut out
these igland platforms in the country distriets.
At Moont Barker the department is erecting
a station on one side only, and there iz mno
verandah on the opposite side.

The Minister for Mines: We are doing what
you suggest,

Mr. A, THOMSON :
platform.

The Minister for Mines: Mt. Barker has
business people on both gides of the line.

Mr. A. THOMSON: All the business houses
and hotels are on one side, and 90 per cent.
of the people wishing to eatch a train have
either to cross the railway or drive round.
The same thing applies at Tambellup, where
there is an istand platform. The bulk of the
business people live on one side and they have
1o cross the line in order to catch a train. At
night time this is a source of danger to them.
I have had to ¢lamber over trucks in order
to reach the house of accommodation there,
Island platforms in the country towns are a
mistake and must be more expensive to work.

The Minister for Mines: They are not,

Mr. A, THOMSON: At all events, they
are “inconvenient for the public. We are en-
deavouring to foster ocur primary industries.
Congideration should be given to building
them up in the country districts, I refer
particularly to flonr mills. The Eatanning
miller had te carry on business jn the metro-
politan area becavse that was more adjacent
to the port of export. The Narrogin flour
mills had to do the same thing. It is the
poliey of every seetion of the commmnity to
foster a spirit of decentralisation. Some con-
gideration should be paid@ te the neces-
sity for giving those who are manufaeturing
commodities for export, such as flour, &
cheaper freight on the railways to enable
them to compete with the town millers, A
large quantity of offal is eonsumed in the
country districts. Tf we eounld encourage the
gristing of flour in the country the Govern-
ment would be taking & step in the right
dircetion, Attention has been drawn by some
of my constituents to the anomalies in the
charges imposed by the Railway Depariment
on what are ealled ‘‘smalls.’” If a person
wishes to send a small parcel to a eountry
distriet he ean do so more cheaply by sending
it through the post office. A parcel of ap-
proximately a pournd in weight would eost
about 1s. 94. if it were sent through the
Railway Department, but Is. if sent through
the post, railed to itz destination, and de-
livered.

Mr. Latham: You ean get it down to your
district for 6d. through the post.

Mr. A, THOMSON: T may be erring on
the side of safety.

Mr, Latham: Small parcels are rheaper
sent through the post than by rail.

The Minister for Mines: Dor’t you under-
stand why?

Mr. A, THOMSON: One can send par-
cala cheaper hy post than by rail.

It is still an island
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The Minister for Mines:? You do not
know why.

Mr. A, THOMBON:
that this anomaly exists.

The Minister for Mines:
anomaly.

Mr. A. THOMSON: T have here a receipt
sent to me by one of my eonstituents, He
Iind killed a ealf and desired to sell the skin
through Messrs. Elder, Smith & Company, at
Fremantle. The total weight was 7lbs, 10o0zs.
e received 53, 10d. for the skin. The com-
mission amounted to 3d., the railage was 3s.
fid. and the cartage-3d., making a total of 4s,,
leaving a net return of 1s. 104, In the ordin-
ary circamstances this gentleman was lucky
that he did not have to contribute something
more to the Railway Department for freight.

The Minster for Mines: What are yon prov-
ing by thatt

Mr, A, THOMSON: I propose to prove
that the charges on ““smalls’’ ar. too high al-
together. When the carriage of 7lbs. 10ozs.
costs ds. 6d. to be taken 240 miles,
there is not mueh encouragement for those
people who live in the country districts te
give cffect to that clarion call of the present
Administration: ‘‘Go on the land, young
man, and produce!?’

The Minister for Mines: What does he
jrroduce?

Mr. A, THOMSON:- A calf skin in this
instance,

The Minister for Mines: You are getting
as bad as Willmott; he brought in a dinge
skin! ’

Mr. A, THOMSON:
Minister on his hilarity.

The Minister for Mines: Why not get down
to something that counts?

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: This sort of thing
counts very materially with the people con-
cerned. If a man is produeing an article on
the land—sceing that the Minister is so keen
on splitting straws—surely he will recognise
that the man is worthy of receiving some en-
couragement, and if he has to despatch an
article worth 5s. 10d. over the railways and
has to pay 3s. 6d. for that privilege, there
i9 not mueh encouragement for him. If the
Minister regards that as encouragement, then
God help the small producer!

The Minister for Mines: Why did he not
sell the skin to a loecal purchaser.

Mr., A. THOMSON: I am dealing with the
case as it is.

My. Lutey:
at hand?

Mr. A. THOMSON: Will any hon. member
say that an artiele that iz worth 5s. 104.
shonld be charged 3s. 6d. for conveyance over
the railways?  'That charge surely is exces-
sive.

Hon. W. (. Angwin:
cessive.

Mr, A, THOMSON: Well, it is no encour-
agement for any man to produce.

Mr. Hughes: If the railways had to bandle
parcels of one skin only, it would never pay.

T know it is a fact

Tt is not am

T congratulate the

Are there local buyers mearer

Tt wmight not be ex-
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Mr. A, THOMSON: It is astonishing how
metropolitan members fly to arms to de-
fend the Government whenever these anom.
alies are referred to on behalf of the coun-

try people.

The Minister for Mines: It is not an anom-
aly at all,

Mr. A, THUMSON: It i5 n gross over-

charge.

Mr, Mann: You are making a bad case.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I am dealing with
facts. God help these men if 3s. 6d. is to
he eharged on an articlo worth 5s, 10d. This
iz how we are received when we bring up
cases to show hew men in the back eountry
are treated by the railways.

The Minister for Mines: Instead of play-
ing the piceolo, you shonld play the trombane!

Mr. A, THOMSON: Very well, I will bang
the big drum now. T suppose I will bse told,
too, that the next case I will refer to is ab-
surd. T suppose the Minister will make a joke
of it,

Hon. P. Collier:
you give him facts.

Mr. A, THOMS0N: Evidently that is the
position. I have another case from the same
distriet.

Hon. P. Collier: They all come fromn Kat-
anning! Is it an opossum skin now?

Mr. A. THOMSON: This again shows the
anomalons treatment of people who are en-
deavouring to produce. One gentleman had
19 pigs to despateh from Kwobrup. The rail-
way freight to Midland Junction which was
charged for trucking those pige was £4 1ds.
4d. After the train had come five miles
nearer to Perth, two separate men had three
pigs each which were put into the truck with
the other 19 pigs. It will astonish the Com-
mittee to know that the Railway Department
charged those two men £3 3s. 6d. each for their
three pigs, or £1 1s. 2d. for each pig.

Mr. Mann: You could not expect the rail-
ways to take less than balf a truck.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I congratulate the
member for Perth (Mr. Mann) on his desire
fo protect the Government.

The Minister for Mines: It is not a ques-
tion of protecting the Government. Suppose
one of these men had desired to truck ome
pg-

Mr. Mann: T have trucked hundreds of
pigs, and I know what I have had to pay.

Mr. Hughes: You got them through pretty
cheaply, too.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I would ke to see
common sense applied to the railway work-
ing, if it is possible to get it. The signifi-
cant part is that if these men had had a
separate truck sent to them to lift their
three pigs, the Railway Department would
have charged only £3 3s. 6d. for the convey-
ance of those animals. Taking into c¢on-
gideration the fact that the truck was
already occupied by 19 pigs, and that the
other consignees had trucked their pigs
from five miles nearer to Perth along the
line, they should be encouraged and charged
a smaller amount. If the rates charged

He does not like it when
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meun that thuse men were dealt with fairly,
what hope have they of succeeding?

Mr, Hughes. Do you suggest thai the 19
prigs were carried too dearly?

Mr, A, THOMSON: I do nof.

Hon. P. Collier: It may have been that
the 19 were undercharged for,

Mr. A. THOMSON: According to the rate
book the railway officials have to charge
£3 1s, 683, for a small truck, These men
had to pay 2s. extra as shunting charges
inte Midlaad Junetion.

The Minister for Mines: Where do you
say these pigs were consigned from?

Mr. A, THOMSON: Kwobrup, on the
Nyabing line,

The Minister for Mines: Why did you
not bring this matter before my notice?

Mr. A, THOMSON: I did. The depart-
ment turned this matter down, and I took
it up mysel. According to the railway
regulations, the officials say they were right.
I say they were not. What 1 desire to see
is that in similar circumstances ¢ommon
sense will be exercised, and that the officials
will not atick strictly to the regulations.

Mr, Pickering: Provisions already exist
to deal with ihat.

The Minister for Mines: If we are to do
as you suggest, the railways will have a
nice time!

Mr. A. THOMSBON : There arc capable
officers employed in the Railway Depart-
ment, and 1 have always found them willing
to meet me to the exteat that lies within
their power,

Mr. Hughes: Would you let them fix a
price on each separate eonsignment?

Mr. A. THOMSON: No, but where there
is a2 truck of animals such as I have referred
to, in respect of whieh the department has
already been paid the full amount, I main-
tain that the other two consignees shorvld
not have been charged more than a third of
the amount for the truck. Instead of that,
they were charged an amount that worked
out at 1d. per lb. If this sort of thing is to
go on, what enconragement is it for people
to go on the land to produce pigs!?

Mr. Mann: The people you talk about
vould have sent 33 pigs for the same amount,

My, A, THOMSON: What a brilliant in-
terjection! The poor devils only had three
pigs each to send to market,

The Minister for Mines: You econld not
expect the Railway Depariment ty send a
truck for every individual pig.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: If they send a truck
for three pigs ounly, they will charge £3 3s.
6d., so why should there not he a cheaper
rate for the smaller man?

The Minister for Mines: Should the Rail-
way Department not be eatitled to take all
the other freight they can get?

Mr. A, THOMSON : Just so;
penalise these sinaller men?

The Minister for Mines: They are not
penalised.

Mr. A, THOMSON: They are. We are
spending millions on a poliey of develop-

but why
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ment in the South-West, and one part of
the scheme is to enconrage dairving and
pig raising, When will the average group
settler he in a position to send forward 33
pigs!

The Minister for Mines: The group can
send the consignment.

Hon, P. Cellier: Yes, they c¢an combine
and sead the pigs forward. .

Mr. A, THOMBSON: That is the point;
they are not allowed to do that.

The Minister for Mines: They are.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Excuse me, that is
wrong.

Mr. Pickering: Yes, that was stopped.

The Minister for Mines: Where the mem-
ber for Katanning is referring to, they are
allowed to do it. .

Mr, A. THOMSON: Here again is an
anomaly! T am speaking from facts I have
received from the setilers in the district.
The railways insist that if stock is eon-
signed on the railways to markets, they
must be the property of the one man. This
debars several people from consigning their
stock forward in the name of one individual.
The Commissioner in such a case has claimed
that it is an evasion of the regulations
when three or four men combine and say
that the stock bhelongs to one man. Such an
action is not in accord with the regulations,
with the result that they cannot be for-
warded. I am not speaking in an antagon-
jstic vein against the Railway Department,
but I want to voiee my objection to this
method of doing things. Common sense
should prevail instead of officers sticking
strictly to the regvlations, Here we are
spending millions of pounds in "developing
group cettlements in the South-West, and
vet this is the position that small growers
find themselves in, Tt has been stated that
the settler van sell his pigs or stock to some
agent. Why should not half a dozen men
combine and forward their stock together
a4 a full trock? Why sheuld they be com-
pelled to send their stock in rheir own name
as the one consignee and the sole owner of
the stoek?

Mr. Harrison: They must be consigned by
the one consignee.

Mr, A. THOMSON: Yes, and the ratiwavs
insist that the stock shall be the property
of the one owner.

The Minister for Works: Who would sort
out the pigst

Mr. A, THOMSON: The regulations
should be amended so as to assist the group
settlers and eneourage stock raising. I will
draw a somewhat odious comparison. When
T was returned ito this Chamber in 1914,
certain people in one part of my electorate
wrote to me and stated that for vears they
had been urging the Railway Department to
have a set of scales installed at their siding.
They are in the unfortunate position of hav-
ing to acept the railway weights. The com-
modities are weighed at Fremantle or Albany
and there is often a considerable discrepaney
hetween the two.
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The Minister for Mines: We take weights
for our own purposes only.

Mr, A, THOMSON: I understand that, but
on the larger railway stations the department
have provided weighing machines where
wagons and carts may be weighed.

The Minister for Mines: And we charge
for it,

Mr. A, THOMS8OXN: Yes.

The Minister for Mines: We have the bus-
ivess there and can make it pay.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Since 1914 these peo-
- ple have been requesting the Commissioner of
Railways to provide a small set of scales, in
order that they wight take weights both in
and out, The department say it is absolutely
impossible; as a matter of fact they do not
approve of it.

The Minister for Mines: That is absolutely
invorrect. We provide seales where the peo-
pie undertake the responsibility.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: Then I shall read »
letter to show that wmy statement is not in-
rorrect :—

4th August, 1923, With further refer-
vuce to your letter of drd July as to plat-
form scales at Muradup, 1 would be very
pleased to send n set of seales if I could
have found one which I could have sent
without any undue fuss; but I should have

to buy a new set for Muradup and if I did

that T should have to make similar pro-

vigion for probably about 200 other unat.
tended sidings of the same kind. We look
uwpon the provision of scales at unattended
sidings with very little favour, because
firstly the damage done to them is so ex-
cesgive and geeondly, the weights are very
nearly always taken away a few days after
they are supplied. I cannot find any reason
why any exception should be made in the
case of this particular siding, though with-
ont donbt your representations would en-
title it to special consideration if any-
thing would.—H, Pope, Commissioner of
Railways,

The Minister for Mines: At an unatieaded
siding!

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: Broomehill has heen
made an unattended <iding and I venture Lo
auy a set of seales may still be found there.
The same applies to Woodanilting., The de-
partment have no money to provide these re-
quirements for people who are developing
the country and providing traffic for the rail-
ways, but they could find £7,000 for new
huildings at the Mt. Barker station.

The Minister for Mines: That is the sore
point.

Mr. A, THOME0OX: T am merely drawing a
comparison.

The Minister for Mines: It took yon a long
time to comte to the comparison.

Mr. Johaston: Tt would be hetter to spend
the money on weighbridges,

Mr. A. THOMSON: Facilities ought to be
provided for the settlers. The people of the
Katannins distriet consider tbat the season
for exenrsion rates is mot svfliciently long.
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The Minister for Mines: Excursion rates
are granted all the year round.

Mr. A. THOMSON: They are not.

The Minister for Mines: As affecting set-
tlers, they are,

Mr. A, THOMSON: The people desire that
the period of summer excursions be extended
and I think they have a right to ask it
The request, however, has heen refused. The
Minister is not worrying about the future ad-
minigtration or what the people in the Albany
district may desire, He is finishing vp this
year; he ia not troubling. I am pleased that
the department is showing better resnlts.
Despite the Minister’s hilarity T think my
suggestions should receive earnest considera-
tion, The Minister said no reductions would
be made except to peopls outback. We have
erected freezing works at Fremantle, towards
the vost of which the State has advanced
money,  If we are going to compete overseas,
we shall have to draw supplies not only from
land adjucent to the works, but from distant
parts of the conntry. The department should
vonsiller the yuestion of providing  spevial
rates tor lambs for export.

Hon, P. Collier: No other portion of the
State ts niore favourally situated than the
Great Southern.

Mr. A, THOMSON: A prodoeer situated
200 or 300 milis from Fremantle iz in an
inferior position to o mua sitwated at Nor-
tham.

The Minister for Mines: Do you suggest a
flat rate?

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: Yes, for export lambs.

Hon. P. Collier: Then why not for every
commadity for export?

Mr. A, THOMSON: That practically ap-
plie: to-day; we have the zone system for
wheat.

Hon. P. Collier: That is not a flat rate,

Mr. A. THOMSON: If we are going to
foster the production of lambs, growers must
be put on the same footing. We are not
in a position to establish freezing works at
the ontports, because the country is not prn-
ducing suffieient lambs. T think my sug-
gestions are in the interests of land settle-
ment and decentralisation.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [5.56]: Some
time ago a deputation representing various
lacal governing hbodies in the metropolitan
area waited on the Minister and requested a
reduetion in railway fares. The Minister
Yistened patiently to what they had te <ay,
hut stated he eould not see his way clear to
recommend any redunection, He, however, pro-
mised to consider the question of reducing the
price of workers' tickets. When the Minister
was introducing his Estimates he made nno
reference to this matter, The fares at pre-
sent charged on the railways are causinge the
suburbs to be depleted of their best residents.
People are wmoving into the city; T know of
several ecases.

The Miniater for Mines: And T know of as
many that have gone out to the suburbs,

Mr. DAVTES: That is due to the increasc
in the population of the metropolitan area.
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The bigh fares are causing a depletion of
suburban population, but there is a more
sarious aspect, namely, the competition of
nmiotor buses.

Hon. P. Collier: There is also the question
of overerowding the city,

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, The railways are sub-
Jeet to very keen competition by motor buses
for passenger traffic. To reduce the railway
fares in the metropolitan area by only 10
per cent. would mean a loss to the depart-
ment of £20,000 o year,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The general taxpayer
has to maintain the roads for the motors.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes. The department, by
continuing to charge high railway fares, are
encouraging motor traffic to the detriment of
the roads and the revenue of the local aunthori-
ties.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: A higher charge
shoull be made for motors.

Mr. DAVIES: The department should re-
member that the motor bus competition is not
likely to diminish; rather is it likely to in-
crease. There is only one way in which the
department can meet this eompetition.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: To travel from Fre-
wantle to Perth by motor bus is 4d. less than
by rail. <

Mr. "DAVIES: And the motors pick up
people at their doors, whereas one often has
to ivalk half a mile to a railway station.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do not know that
the mofors pick up people at their doors.

Mr. DAVIES: The only way in whieh the
department can compete is by reducing fares.

Mr. Clydesdale: And by extending the
tramway system.

Hop. W. C. Angwin: Where there are no
railways.

Mr. DAVIES: Witk tramway eonstruetion
casting £10,000 a mile, it is not possible to
extend the system very much. I omly hope
that the cost of tramway eomstruction will
come down considerably, so that our tramway
system may be extended. 1 am looking for-
ward to the construction of tramways in my
own aren, At present, however, there is no
porsibility of that. T appeal to the Minister
to o once more into the question of workers’
fares. Many men residing in the suburbs
are emploved in the eity. On the occasion
when a deputation waited on him in this con-
neetion, the Minister admitted to the repre-
sentatives of the loeal governing bodies that
there was some justification for the claims
submitted in behalf of working men. If the
matter has not yot heen given consideration, T
hope the Minister will, before leaving office,
go thoroughly into the matter and see whether
some reduction cannot be granted., Through-
out the metropolitan area the housing ques-
tion is most serious, and the Government
should do their utmost to encourage families
to reside in the outer suburbs, even if the
bread-winners have to travel into the eity.
Should the adoption of this suggestion in-
volve some loss at the present jumcture, still,
that loss will be more than repaid by the
assistance rendercd towards the solution of
the housing problem.
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The Minister for Mines: You suggest no-
thing hut losses. You never show how profits
can be made.

Mr. DAVIES: I have no desire to make
any suggestion which would hurt members on
the Cross benchey; but as a railway man let
me say that there is only one way of meeting
the loss from the eompetition of motor buses
in the metropolitan area, and that is to make
up the loss by increasing rates on traffic which
cannot be carried by motor buses. The ex-
perts in the Railway Department are good
men at running railways, but I am not sure
that they have taken sufficient notice of the
competition of the motor buses,

Mr. Marshall: Can you name one courtry
in the world where railways are competing
suecessfully against motor buses over short
distances?

Mr, DAVIES: I cannot.

Mr. Marshall: And you never will be able
to.

Mr, DAVIES: I understand that large
motor buses are now being prepared in the
local garages to run between Perth and Fre-
mantle,

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
ready on the road.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, and larger ones are
being prepared.

Hon. P. Collier: Are not therc one or two
motor buses ranunihg out to Belmont and
Bayswatert

Mr, DAVIES: One or two to Bayawater.

Mr. Corboy: The fleet is being inereased
every week.

Mr. Clydesdale: That will be remedied
when the trams have heen extended.

Mr. DAVIES: T wonld suggest that the
local governing bodies and the railway auth-
orities shoauld confer for the purpose of watch-
ing the interests of the State enterprise, the
railway system. Omnce more I urge the Minis-
ter to give consideration to the case of men
living in the onter suburbs and working in the
city, who are now being charged fares that
are altogether too heavy,

There are eight al-

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [6.7]: I desgire to
compliment the Minister, and through bim the
Commissioner, on the improvement in this
year's railway finances. I had hoped that the
Minister, in introducing his Estimates, would
announce a reduetion of freights, especially
for the residents of the remote parts of the
State. Everyone knows that intreases in rail-
way freights impose great hardship on the
people outback. Sueh increases ecanse demands
on the mining companies for higher wages,
and render still heavier the burden on out-
back residents. The last time freights were
raised, we were told that the reason was the
inereases granted to railway employees. Now
that the Arbitration Court has reduced those
rates in the aggregate by £20,000, users of
the railways, especially remote users, natur-
ally expect some bemefit. The Commissioner
reports that the loss on the system for the
last financial year was £62,000, or lower by
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£195,000 than the losa for 1921-22. The
figures prove a fair increase im the revenue
and some decrease in the expenditure, The
expenditure for 1822--23 was less by £118.000
than that for the previons financial year,
and the train mileage last year was smaller
by 59,332 miles than that run during the pre-
vious year. As there has been a considerable
increase in train loads, the resnlts from rail-
way working have improved. In cost of main-
tenanee a reduction of £44,000 iz ghowm. 1
hope that reduction has not been secured at
the expense of the efficieney of the system,
Outback we know that all the railway gamgs
arg now using motor trolleys. That faet re-
presents a substantial improvement, and
affords ar opportunity for the ganes to be
taken to their work aml brought haek from
it much more quickly. Moreover, the use of
trolleys has enabled the length of lin. alletted
to each gaug to be increased. T repeat that I
hope the reduetion in maintennnee costs has
net affected the safe runningg of the railways.
I hope also that repairs to rolling stock have
not been starved. Subjeet to these reserva-
tions, the reduetion in maintenance costs is
something to compliment the Commissioner
upon. A reduction in freights outback would
mean greater opportunities for mining com-
panies to develop low-grade propositions. It
wonld also enable the people outback to
exist. Latterly the population in remote parts
of the State has been declining, chiefly for
the reason that under existing conditions it
is impossible to work low-grade mines. In-
¢reased railway freights have been a burden
to the workers ontback as well as to the min-
ing companies. Mining machinery, and espe-
cially sach machinery as is nsed for develop-
ment purposes, should be carried at the same
rate as superphosphate,  Superphosphate is
necessary for th> farmer, and mining mach-
inery is necessary for mining companies. We
know that in many cases a mining company's
only chance of obtaining up to date plant is
represented by a reduction in railway freiohts,
Wiluna, we are told, requires £300,000 worth
of mining machinery. A reduction in rail-
way freights would therefore represent some-
thing considerable to Wiluna. T have always
looked upon our railway sysiem as ap instru-
ment of development, The people outhack
must be gncouraged to produce in order that
the people in the metropolitan distrler may
live. The people outback shouid be enabled
to bring their products to market as cheaply
as possible. No doubt a reduction jn freights
will mean a deficiency on the runming of the
railways, I have always been an advocate of
a tax on the unimproved value of land, and
I have urged that the producets of such a tax
should be earmarked for the benefit of the
Railway Department. In that way railway
freights could be rednced and the people out-
hark benefited. Under existing conditions, the
further out one goes, the more one is penal-
ised, Alongside our existing railwavs there
are huge areas utterly unused. I would tax
people holding land merely for speculative
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purposes. Indeed, I wonld tax them out of
existence, They are of no use to the State.
The result of a tax on the unimproved value
of land would be to bring an enormous addi-
tional area under cultivation, and consequently
an epormous increase in the geods traffic of
the Railway Department, which would thus
be made a payable proposition. At present
the eity dwellers pay practically nothing hy
way of railway freights towards the upkeep
of the railway system. Practically all im-
ported goods are landed at Fremantle, and
then hbrought up te Perth by motor lorry,
The importers sell the goods to the country
storekcepers, who pay the rail freight ond
pass it on to the outback consumer, Thus
the outback consumer is the wan who prue-
tically pays for the upkeep of the railway
system. The imposition of u tax on the un-
inproved value of land would mean that the
whole of our people would contritmte towards
that npkeep.

Sitting suspended from 6,15 to 7.40 pon.

My, CHESSON: Before the tea adjourn-
ment I was complaining about the heavy im-
posts on the people outback owing to the
charges loviel Ly the Railway Department
awd vns ndvoeating a systemn of land values
taxation under which a proportion would be
earmatked as a contribution towards railway
earnings, thus reducing the freight ¢hargeable
to the users of the railways. TUnder sueh a
system the people of the metropolitan area
woulidt pay a proportion of the cost of run-
ning the railways, and thus help to relieve the
burdcu on the people in the remote areas. As
it is at present, we know that those who use
the railways have to pay for them. This
matter has been hefore the House on several
occasions and there is no need for me to siress
it further. Regarding the freight on stock,
the producers in the Murchison should receive
greater eonsideration, particularly during the
sunnier months. If a through train were pro-
vided, so that stock could be travelled direct
from the Murehison to the metropolitan mar-
ket without any stoppages except for water,
it would be a humane move. In addition it
would give the producers an opportunity to
avail themselves of the early market. At the
present time delays along the line mean that
that market is lost to the growers, Tf that inat-
ter were attended to it would be of advauntape
to the people despatching the stock and to
those who purchase it here. There is another
matter I regard as pure vondalism on the
part of the Railway Department, At various
stations in the Murchison distriet we find that
the iron roofs of stations and buil@ings—
they are huilt of stone—have been removed,
together with doors and windows, thus leaving
the buildinga exposed to the weather. At Lake
Austin the whole of the sheds have heen
stripped and the same applies to the dwell-
ings. At Day Dawn, too, the huildings have
heen treated in o similar way, although no
difficalty would be found in letting them, as
plenty of tenants are available, An erormirus
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anount of material has been freighted from
Bay Dawn, and about 12 menths ago the
seates were shifted trom the station. In con-
sequenve mapy disputes have arisen in con-
neetion with materiol sent through to Gwalia,
where mining developments have taken place.
An enormous amount has been freighted down
to Fremantle, too, but thefe is no opportunity
for the people to weigh their goods. This has
muenat that disputes have arisen and matters
bhave hail to be adjusted. This was a mis-
take. Although the station is wow an un-
attended siding, there has been more material
shifted from Day [awn than from most other
centrea up there, and nearly as much as from
Cue. Much has been said regarding the Collic
coul contract. [t seems extranordinary that
the Commissioner should tuke it upon himself
to arrange such a contract without consulting
the Minister. The contract was fixed up for
a period of three years, despite the faet that
there ig every indication that there will he a
fall in the priece of corl before that period
expires. [ take it the Commissioner is an or-
dinary homan being who desires to get on
with his Minister. In view of that faect,
it is strange that he took this action without
consulting his Ministerial head. There shoutd
be some explanation from the Commissioner
as to why he committed the department to the
contraet. There i the probability that good
coal mineg will be developed at Wilga and at
Irwin. Tn the Murchison Qistrict we are in-
terested in the development of the Irwin field,
for it will mean mueh to our part of the
State., One bore was put down and fairly
large seams of coal were cut. One bore will
not prove a seam. T have had a good deal
of experience in connection with coal mining
and L know it is possible to put down a bore
and strike a fault where the coal.is of a low
calorific value. Sometimes whea ‘three or four
seams are struck, one may be good and the
others may be poorer or better. The develop-
ment of a good coal find at Irwin would he
of great advantage to the State and to the
rallways, I compliment the Commissioner and
the Minister on the improvement in the rail-
way finances. T hope that in the near future
this will lead to a reduction in passenger fares
and ordinary freights, particularly where the
mmore remote parts of the State are concerned.

AMrs, COWAN (West Perth) [7.41]: T coun-
gratulate the Minister on the improvement
in the railway finances. I would like to ve-
mind him that when T agsked him a question
last year regarding the ratlway crossing at
Melbourne-road, his answer was that when the
finances improved something might be done.
T am wendering if it 18 possible for him to
say whether we are petting towards the staze
when something will be done.

The Minister for Mines: I cannot give any
promise now as T would be eommitting my
SUCCessor.

Mra. COWAX': The crossing there is a par-
tieularly dangerous one and it would he a
maiter of satisfaction to the publie, even
thongh the Minister intends to retire from
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polities, if he would give am assurance that
something will be done.

The Minister for Works: The money was
voted and the land resumed years ago, so why
has not something been done?

Mrs. COWAN: [ was glad to bear the Min-
ister announce that a reduction had been made
in the freights for fruit. That is a wise
move. [ am sore an advantage will be reaped
by the Commissioner as well as by the people
in the metropolitan area. Cheap fruit is
necessary for the children in particular and
for the public in general during the summer
months and I commend the Commissioner and
the Minister for this relief.

My, MARSHALL (Murchison) [7.43]:
After listening to previous speakers, I venture
to voice the grievances of my distriet with
some degree of fear. We have heard a good
deal concerning the harsh treatment certain
people have received from the Railway De-
partment and no doubt those grievances are
justified. Perhaps those matters were rather
small! I was almost prompted to make 2 sug-
gestion to the Minister to avoid all futore
anomalies in connection with our railway sys-
tem. Tt has been proposed that we should do
away with steam power and replace it with
electricity. The present Minister may yet be
Minister for Railways to see this reform even-
tuate. [ have a suggestion to make to him.
[t is that when he instals eleetricity on
the railways he will create a large number of
miniature railways and give everyr man in
the State a little line of his own, That
would overcome all existing anomalies and
preclude all further complaints. Almost
every speaker has complimented the Com-
missioner on the improvement in the railway
finances, With all eredit te the Commis-
sioner for having done his best, I eannot say
the economies effected appear to me to be
altogether good. From the Commissioner’s
report we find that £43,301 has heen saved
in the maintenance of the system. That
appears to be very good; but immediately
afterwards the Commissioner turns to be
lated repairs. T rather think the Commis-
sioner has been studying the Labour Party’s
platform.

Mr. Latham: He must have a lot of time
on hig hands.

Mr. MARSHALL: Not nearly so much as
the hon. member has. If the Commissioner
has been studving the Labonr Party’s plat-
form he will have noticed that it contains
a plank entitled ‘*Ministerial control’’ and,
like so many others, anticipating a echance
next March he is keeping that plank in
view. The ("ommissioner in his report savs
that re-ballasting of the main line between
Chidlows and Northam, and Perth and Bun-
bury 15 necessary, the original ironstone
ballast having become powdered and dirtr.
Then he says that re-fishplating betwee .
Spencer’s Brook and Beverley is also neres-
sary, the worn fishplates Jeading to rough
and uneven running and so injoring the rail
joints. He adds that during the year tLe
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nine miles of track beiween Donnybrook
and Bridgetown, which was the worst, has
been attended to. So the whole of tbe be-
lated repairs attended to in 12 months do
not average one mile per month! The (lom-
missioner says he has been late in doiang ecer-
tain c¢lasses of repairs, and he sets out those
classes, and the amount of wcrk he has
done. He vlaims to have achieved a great
deal in that he bas saved £43,301. But if
he has economised at the expense of the
aystem, it is not good economy.

The Minister For Railways: He has not
done that.

Mr. MAHSHALL: But his own report
proves it. He says these belated repairas
should have been atiended to, but that he
has neglected them and so saved £43,301.
That is carefully set out in tbe Commis-

sioner’s report. Some invention for re-
dogging, 1 hope 2 good one, has Leen
adopted. A compound diseovered by an

engincer in the railway svstem is used for
filling up the old dog hole, so permitting of
re-dogging in the same hole withont shifting
the sleeper. If that compound proves to be
gond, the department and the taxpayers owsa
the discoverer a great deal; because 1t will
go far towards economising in the mainten-
auce of the system. However, we notice
from the report that it has not had a very
long trial. Probably in March next the
Labour Party will be again in the same un-
fortunate position as it was in 1911, when
it had to find balf a million of money in
order to bring the rolling stock and railway
systemn generally uwp to standard. I am
takiog the Commissirner’s own statement
when I say the permanent way is sorely in
need of repair as the resuit of the Commis-
vioner's so-valled economies. 1 do net pro-
fess to be competent to give a decision a«
to whether u railway track is sate for traffie,
but T am prepared to take the Commission-
er’s own words when he says that during
tee year he has attended to only nine miles
of track, or less thau one mile per month, I
will reserv» my congratulations to the Com-
missioner for a future date. Should things
pap out as predicted by the Ainister when
introducing the Estimates, I will be pee-
fectly willing to congratulate, not only the
Commissioner, but all his officers, First of
all, however, I want to see that the econo-
mies practised have been valid, and will pot
fead to additionnl expense. We bave com-
petent officers looking after the mainten-
ance, but I really believe that if the road
were as bad .as some critics say, it would
have been attended to,

My, Davies: What does the Commissioner
say apount the road generally?

Mr. MARSHALL: That does not matter.
He has referred to certain repnirs that onght
to have been effected. I notice also from
the report that the Commissioner has got
through the vear with 335 men fewer than
he had last year. Yet I understand the
traffic hag been as great this vear as it was
in the previous year. Therefore, if it took
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a given number of men te wainfain the
system in 1922, the same number of men
shonld bave been required last year. It is
apparent that the retrenchment has been

made amongst the men employed in the
maintenance of the permanent way.

Mr. Davies: Oh, no.

Mr, MARSHALL: Tf the hon. member

peruses the Comunissioner’s report he will
find thur the salaried officers have had in-
creases to the extent of £6,000,

The Minister for Mines: As T have
already explained, that was beeavse we
transferred a number of men from the

wages staff to the salaried staff.

Mr. MARSHALL: On the other band the
wages men have been cut down by £122,673.
The only men to suffer by retremchment
bave been the wages men, those men wheo
lave been employed principally in main-
taining the roads. Tt bears out tke conten-
tion that the Commissioner has economised
at the cost of the permanent way, and so
his economiex are not so valnahle as some
hon. members think, If, after all, the
Connnissioner's neglect of the helated
repairs does not bring trouble on the
railway sgystem, and if in the end the
belated repairs van be attended to with-
out increase - in c¢ost, then the Com-
missioner will deserve our congratulatiens,
Recently there was a shortage of rolling stoek
for tramsporting cattle from Meeckatharra to
Midland Junetion, Wires were sent to Ger-
aldton in the hope that sufficient trucks would
be available, I admit there was much stock
in transit at the time, and probably the
whole of the trucks were in use. Anyhow one
party had to send his stock overland to Min-
ginew. Thiy does nut speak well for the de-
partment, although I admit there was a heavy
demand for trucks at the time. The cattle
had been brousht (rom the North-West and
for only a percentage could the departmen
supply trucks. The poorer animals had to
tie culled out aad uverlanded. We have been
told that econnmies are being effected in the
department, hut if they are to be made at the
expense of customers and of the taxpayers,
I for one shall be chary about eompliment-
ing the department. It means a heavy handi-
cap to growers when stock, on reaching the
railhead, cannot be accommodated and has to
be sent on by road.

Mr. Underwood: There are only certain
times of the vear when they can travel their
livestock.

Mr. MARSHAT.L: That is sn.  The
drovers told me thex hail tost two or three
wecks waiting for the department to furrish
sufficient trucks to transport portion of the
stock. T shall appreciafe economy in the de-
partment when it ¢comes,

The Minister for Mines: But it is here.

Mr. MARSHALL: 7 shall require a prac-
tieal demonstration of it before T shkall he
satisfied. The Minigter ahould endeavour to
facilitate the transportation ¢f stock from
Meekatharra, T naderstand it is the practiee
to run one engine from Northam to Mullewa
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or even further. The system, known as pool-
ing, consists of sr.'ndmg the engine right
through the journcy, but under various reliefs
of engineme:, and it necessitates longer stops
h- guss of the need for cleaning the fires.
Where these long stops are made, there are
uo facilities for unfrucking stock. At Koola-
anooky it was found that twe head of enttle
had fallen in the trucks. At the mext stop
the man in eharpe tried to get the beasts on
their fect. There were no facilities available
aud, when he opened the door, two builocks
leaped out. There was no hope of re-trucking
them even if they could have been canght, and
this represented a dead less to the owner. The
department should endeavour to provide cat-
tle races along the line so that, when eattle
11 Aewn, facilities might be available to get
them on their feet again. The dumb animal
is entitled to some eonsideration and the de-
partment should show some concern for the
mterests of stock raisers. By so doing they
wanid be studying the interests of the pcoples
of the metropolitan area.

Mr. Underweood: They are the ones to be
mainly stodied!

Mr, MARSHALL: Al sections of the com-
munity deserve fair consideration. We cannot
expect people to engage in stoek raising 700
mileg or more inland if the department mis-
handle their stoek on the way to market, 1
believe that eventually the greater proportion
of beef and ntton produced in the State will
be prown in the North-West.

Mr. Pickering: That is not so to-day.

Mr. MARSHALL: XNo. All the land of
value in the South-West will nltimately bhe re-
quired for eleser settlement purposes.

Mr. Pickering: But settlers in the South-
West, will run sheep.

Mr. MARSHALL: Only in a small way.
I doubt whether they will run sufficient to
supply the local market. T would remind the
member for Sussex, however, that the wool
and meat growers of the Murchison enjoy
ne cheap freights for windmills, tanks,
troughing and wire-nefting.

Mr. Pickering: Due to the faet that the
railways have to haul empty trucks so far.

Mr. MARSHALL: Tt is due to the faet
that certain peiple are helding up vast areas
of land unjustly, areas that they eannot work.

Mr. Money: There is plenty vacant, is there
nott

Mr. MARSHALL: Land is not the only
thing that is vacant.

Mr. Money: Time will falsify your pro
pheey.

Mr, MARSHALL: Then I shall not feel
annoyed, A matter that calls for atiention
at the hands of the Commissioner of Railways
35 the more humane treatment in the trans-
portation of stock. Much has been achieved
during the last 12 montha in the way that
stock from Meekatharra to the metropolitan
area has been handled. I asked certain ques-
tions about this matter, and@ am pleased to
say thaf the answers show an improvement in
the position. The length of time oecnpied in
bringing a stock train from Meekatharra to
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Midland Junetion has been reduced by six
or eight hours. The Minister states that a
spectal stock train from Meekatharra to Nor-
thkam now takes 41% hours on the average to
reach the latter place. That is not bad. I
cannot, however, see why stock cannot be
brought through as rapidly as the passeager
trains travel. I understand the chief reason
for this is the grades and the tonnage hauled
on the special train, Is that correct?

The Minister for Mines: I am not doubting
it,

Mr. MARSHALL: The travelling time has
been reduced six or eight hours within 12
months, and that in itself is a substantial
reform. Some years ago it took a train 50
hours to travel from Meekatharra to Midland
Junetion. I congratulate the railways upon
their energy and cfficiency, but they cannot
afford to mark-time in this respect or they
may retrogress. The chief difficulty in the
way of more rapid transit of stock is the lack
of haulage power. A special train is made
up to the full tonnage, and cowvld not drag
more stock over the existing grades. Esxzeept
for the expense, there is nothing to prevent
the department from attaching more power
to the speeial trains. This might cost £1,500
or £2,000 a year, but would quicken up the
time now occupied in bringing stock to the
metropalitan area. If one section of the

eommunity ¢an receive concessions at the

hands of the department it is not foo much
to ask it to give increagsed power on the special
stoek traing for the benefit of another section
of the community, If the member for Katan-
ning was juetified in asking for a rebate on
one calf skin, I am quite justified in asking
for this concession, which would give the
metropolitan area cheaper beef and wmutton,
and the outback growers a greater opportun-
ity to get more remuneration from their stock.
1t has been suggested that people in the metro-
politan area should be blessed with a fur-
ther reduction in fares. T would like to know
the difference botween the privileges given
to the holder of a quarterly season ticket and
those given to the holder of a workers® ticket.
Ts the holder of the latter entitled to travel
to other than the station that takes him to his
work ¥

Mr, Davies: No.

Mr. MARSHALL: Then there is a distine-
tion between them, If anyone should get
the eoncession of reduced freights and fares,
it should not be the metropolitan people.

Mr. Underwood: Whyt

Mr. MARSHALL:; For several reasons,

The Minister for Mines: One will do.

My, MARSHALL: If the pecople of the
metropolitan area were awake to their own
welfare they would realise that the giving
of cheap freights and fares to those engaged
in our primary industries would beneficially
affect the city. The member for Guildford
complains about the exorbitant railway fares
fn the metropolitan area and suggests a re-
duction. He argued that these exorbitant
fares were driving people into the eountry.

Mr. Davies: Not encouraging them to go
to the suburhs.
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Mr. MARSHALL: If cheap fares and vari-
ous form of recreation are provided in the
¢ity, that iz an inducement for people in
the country to come here. If the railways can
afford any reduction in freights or fares, they
should be given to country people.

The Mipister for Mines: Our executive will
endorse your candidature.

Mr. Clydesdale: Nearly everybody in the
eountry has a motor ear.

Mr, MARSHALL: People who live in glass
houges should not throw stones. The Minister
has but a brief political carecr before him,
and should whisper into the ear of his prob-
able successor that if anyone should get con-
cessions on the railways it should be the
country people.

The Minister for Mines: Why not take it
on_ yourgelf?

Mr, MARSHALL: I have no degire to
speak disparagingly of the city people, but
it is only human nature for people to flock
to where they ean get the most eomforts, I
agree that the workers in the metropolitan
area should have cheap tickets. Y wonder if
the Minister has given any further considera-
tion to the proposal to enable the relatives of
the patients in the Wooroloo Sanatorivm to
get cheap railway fares to that place.

The Minister for Mines: The member for
Kalgoorlie knows all abouf it.

Mr. MARSHALL; The Minister should have
given us some information om the point.
However, he overlooked the matter. Perhaps
he may refer to it in replying. The necessity
for adopting the suggestion is obvious. The
bread-winner of a goldfields family, who is
suffering from a hopeless complaint, must
leave his home and is separated from his
people by huadreds of miles. Because of the
distance of Wooroloo from the goldfields, the
wife and children are unable to visit him, A
concession in this respeet has already heen
granted to metropolitan friends of Woorolao
patients. I protest against the railway
freights on mining requisites, such; for in-
stance, as are used by prospeetors, Members
opposite who support the Government are
able to extract from the Cabinet of the day
many coneessions on the plea of assisting the
struggling pioneer. I do not disparage that
idea. The strugpling farmer or the struggling
pastoralist or the struggling miner will alike
have my asasistance. But if one section of
pioneers get concessions, other sections should
get them.

Mr. Underwood: How much railway freight
is there on a prospector’s outfit?

Mr. MARSHATLL : A very mean sum.

Mr. Underwdod: If you abolish the freight,
that would not count for much.

Mr. MARSHALL: No.
Mr. Underwood: It would not help the
prospector.

Mr. MARSHALL: But it wouid encourage
the prospector. I can quote instances where
the railway freight on pumps and donkey
boilers has been so exorbitant that the pros-
pector has let his show go rather than pay
the freight. The cost of moving a boiler to
the point where the prospector is working
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often amounts to more than the cost of the
boiler itself. We do mot know how much the
Btate loses from this eause. Every section of
pioneers should be treated alike in the matter
of concessions. There are struggling pioneers
on the pastoral areas in my electorate.
Bettlers in the South-West, subjeet to giving
gix months’ notice, can get special railway
rates om troughing, windmills, wire, wire
netting, and similar commodities for the de.
velopment of their holdings. But no such
concession is obtainable for the settler 500
or 600 miles inland who requires those com-
modities. I do not argue that the conecession
should be taken away from the south-western
gettler, but 1 do contend that it should be
granted to all pioneers. The Minister for
Agriculture is in favour of my suggestion—
I don’t think. I understand that the Min-
ister for Railways will submit the Tramway
Estimates separately, and therefore I reserve
my remarks on the all-important {ramway
system of the metropolitan area. In swest
anticipation I shall continue to look forward
to the realisation of the efficient and economi-
cal working of our railway system, as fore-
shadowed in the Commissioner’s report, until
it ie proved beyond deubt that no risk is
being run,

The Minister for Mines:
assurance in advance?

Mr. MARSHALL: I know of one party
who took the Minister’s assurance and has
been somewhat disappointed. I shall wait to
see how the anticipations in the Commis-

Why not tgke my

- stoner’s report work out in actual results.

Mr., HUGHES (Fast Perth) [8.39]:
greatly regret that my colleague from Meeka-
tharra (Mr. Marshall) should join with the
Practorian guards en the eross-benches in an
attack on the metropolitan area. A reference
to the railway rate book shows that the eapi-
tal of the electorate which is fortunate enough
to return the hon. member ia distant from
Perth, by one route, 824 miles, and that the
fare per mile is 1.24. The rate from East
Perth to Perth, however, is 3d. per mils. On
those figures fares in the metropolitan area
are three times as high as fares in the back
country., I do not complain about fares in
the metropolitan area. If people want a
railway serviece, they should pay the cost of
it. All Government services, economically
run, should have a small working margin of
profit. No section of the community should
kick vp a row abont paying a reasonable fee
for services rendered. However, in the matter
of railway fares the member for Murchison
has no grievance, It is gratifying to those
who pay such high railway fares to know that
we are approaching a time when the railway
revenue will come somewhere near the railway
expenditure. I do not agree, however, that
the Railway Department should not show a
handsome profit. On railway working for the
1ast finaneial year there was a gross profit of
£675,000. The interest bill was £766.000, and
sinking fund mopped np £126,000. Thus in-
terest and c<inking fund together absorbed
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£892,000. These charges resulted in a deficis
on railway working of £216,000—more than
half the deficit of the State. Obviously, when
the revenue of a concern ia not meeting the
expenditure, e¢ither the expenditure ia too high
or the revenue is too low. An analysis of the
revenve figures of the Railway Department
elearly indicates that railway rates are too
low, Tbe department are being obliged to
perform services for which they do not xe-
ceive adequate remuneration. According to
the Commissioner’s tabulated list of ton-
mileage for the last financial year, the average
freight per ton per mile i 2.02d. The rate
for superphosphate is .53d. or 25 per cent. of
the average rate. The railways were com-
pelled to carry 15,732,837 ton-miles of super-
phosphate at a loss, on normal freight, of
£98,000,

Mr. Money: In New Zealand suaperphos-
phate is carried free. It makes the wheat ton-
nage ten times lieavier.

Mr. Clydesdale: In South Anstralia the
farmers have to pay more for the carriage
of wheat,

Mr. HUGHES: This House is not con-
cerned about the railway system of New
Zealand. Many of us worry about what is
going on in Russia, China, or New Zealand,
while deficit records are being established here.
We have enough to do with worrying about
our own railways, which are asked to carry
nearly 16 million ton-miles of superphosphate
at 256 per cent. of the average rate.

Mr. Barrison: It is easy to see you do not
get your living fromn the soil, though ;you arve
fat.

Mr. HUGHES: Tt is very easy to see the
Lon. member interjecting has doue very well
ouk of the seil and cheap railway freights.

Mr. Harrison: We deserve to do better,
too.

Mr. HUGHES: Probably the hon. member
thinks his freight should be carried for no-
thing, and even then he would have the
audacity to come to this House and complain
about the Railway Department showing a de-
ficit.

Mr. Pickering: Do you favonr cheaper rail-
way fares for the city?

Mr. HUGHES: No. I believe the residents
of the metropolitan aren should pay, and are
willing to pay, for the public services they
receive. That is the only maxim on which
such services can be rendered, But here we
have an instance in which the Railway De.
partment have had to give the farmers a
coneession of £98,000 in one Year on super-
phosphate alone.

Hon. P. Collier: And at that time they
were getting a record price.

Mr. HUGBES: A perusal of the charges
that the railways received shows that the next
lowest item refers to wheat, which stands at
1.12d. There was a concession of 350 per.
cent. allowed for the carriage of wheat, which
means that the Railway Department received
only 50 per cent. of the average rate for
the wheat they carried. Last year the wheat
railed represented 40,000,000 ton miles,
which means that the concession to the
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farmers amounted to £135,000 or, taking
superphosphates into consideration as well, a
toial of £233,000. That sum represents
£17,000 more than the total railway deficit!
If the railways are compelled to give such
a concession to the farmers in one year, I
ask members sitting on the eross benehes how
they can expect the railways to pay? It may
be said that it is necessary to farmers. I
agree with that,

Mr. Harrison: You don’t know much about
railway runningl

Hon. P. Collier: That is a very wise inter-
jeetion!

- The Minister for Mines: But is this an
announcement of your railway policy$

Hon. P. Collier: The member for Avon
will have a chanee to reply.

Mr. HUGHES: I am prepared to go before
my constituents and stand or fall by the
statements I am making.

The Minister for Mines: That is not enongh.
If you are going to force the Government
to do this, you will come & crash.

Mr. HUGHES: I will invite the hon. mem-
ber to come to my constituency as hia own
seat is not too safe,

Mr. Pickering: No ehance!

Mr. HUGHES: The member for Sussex
(Mr. Pickering) is pretty groggy in his elee-
torate, so he can come to East Perth, too, if
he thinks it is a soft cnap. Let him come
and tell the railway men they have to work
for so much less.

The CHAIRMANX:
with the railways?

Mr. HUGHES: If the member for Avon
(Mr. Harrison) disputes my statements, he
can show where my figures are not eorrcet.
It will be generally conceded that it is neces-
sary to assist the farmers. We want to in-
erease agrieuliural production im  Western
Awstralia, and no Government has done so
much for the farmers as the Labour Party.
When times were bad and when the State
was saftering from drought, the Labour
Party enlarged the scope of the Agrieultural
Bank, established the Industries Assistance
Board, and saved the agricultural industry.
No concession the State can grant to the
atrugeling farmer is too mnch, T have no
objection fo the railways carrying superphos-
phate free for the struggling farmers, but I
object to a econcession that applies to rich
and poor alike. The wealthy farmer with an
enormous ineome s allowed the same consid-
eration as the struggling farmer. Tt is nsual
for Country Party members to contend that
all farmers are struggling, The figures pre-
pared by the Commissioner of Taxation make
interesting reading on this point. In 1922
the average taxable income ecarned by the
farmers was £488, or over £9 per week. On
the other hand, the average taxable incomé
earned by the salaried and wages men was
£232, Thus the average taxable income earned
by the farmer was twice as much as the
average income of the salaried and wages
men. In 1923 the averape taxable income of
the salaried and wapes men had been de-
ercased by £8 per year, making the average

What bas this to do
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income £224. What was the position with
the farmer?! Was his average income de-
creased? We find that the average income

of the farmer had increased to £650.

The Minister for Mines: Moral, beeome a
farmer!

Mr, HUGHES: If the Minister will throw
open some land I will go on it

The Minister for Mines: I would throw up
enough for you to go on.

Mr. HUGHES: What a paltry reply! After
putting up a case for concessions to the far-
mers, and it is shown that there is ne neces-
sity for that concession, the ohvious reply
is: ‘¢ Becume a farmer.’’ Someone will say
‘¢ Become a motor salesman.’’

The Minister for Mines: We cannot all do
that.

Mr. HUGHES: But we can all be farmers.

The Minister for Mines: T do not suggest
that you could.

Mr. HUGIHES: Tt is obvious that the Min-
ister did not think that he could.

The Minister for Mines: Quile true. That
is the difference between us, T know my own
limitations.

Mr. HUGHES: There is no difference be-
tween us, T realisc vour limitations as well
as you do. In 12 months the average income
of the farmer izereased by £162, or an in-
erease of nearly £3 per week, while the other
section I referred to had decreased by £8 per
rear.

’ The Minister for Apriculture: Do those
figures refer to all farmers, or to pastoralists
as wellt

Mr. HUGHES: T am speaking of the far-
mers only.

Hon. P. Collier: The pastoralists are at
the top of the list.

Mr. HUGHES: The average taxable in-
come of the pastoralist was £3,177. I have
shown, therefore, that the average taxable -
eome of the farmers is over £12 10s. per week.

Mr. Money: That is all for the benefit of
the State. If you did not have taxable in-
eomes, where would the tax come from#

Hon. P. Collier: But it shows that the far-
mers are not hard up.

Mr. HUGHES: Does the member for Bun-
bury (Mr. Money) suggest that it would be
beneficial to the State to give people whose
average income is £12 10a. per week further
eoncessions in  comnection with railway
freights.

Mr. Money: But you give it under the head-
mmg of ‘A’ and take it back under the
beading of ‘‘B.?’

Mr. AUGHES: We do not take too much
when there is an income of £12 10s, per week
and an increase of £3 in one year. 1 do mnot
contend that all farmers are wealthy or even
well off, but when the average taxable inecome
is so high, there must be a large number of
wealthy farmers in Western Anstralin. When
the State has assisted men over the struggling
period, provided railway concessions and the
advantages of the Agricultural Bank, the In-
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dustries Assistance Board and the thomnsand
and one other considerations, until the strug-
gling stage is passed, it is only fair to the
rest of the State that the farmers should pay
& reasenable and fair railway freight on their
goods. T believe that the wealthy farmer who
has become fairly established, would be wil-
ling to accept his share of the railway our-
den confronting the State.

The Minister for Mines: Would you pro-
vide o sliding scale to apply to esch farmer’s
income?

Mr. HUGHES: T would not. The Minister
would very easily get over this diffieulty if he
desired to do sv. There is amother point to
be congidered, The higger the farm, the more
superphoaphate i3 required and the higger
beomes the concession,

Ar. Harrison: And more produce for the
next year.

The Minister for Mines: And more freight.

Mr. HUGHES: And the bigger the profit.

Hon, P, Collier: And the bigger the loss to
the railwayas.

Mr. HUGHES: The concession to the small
farmer is only a small one, but the man who
is farming in a big way gets a big conces-
sion, This means that the policy we are ad-
opting te-day in conmection with the agrieul-
tural industry is one to help the big farmer
under the guise of aseisting the small man.
1t will be suggested that there is no way out
of it. There are a dozen and one ways out
of it. T would make these people pay a legiti-
mate freight and give the struggling farmer
a bonus. Let them pay a reasonable freight
on their super. and wheat and give the strug-
gling farmer a honus to make up for it, That
would be one way of getting over the diffi-
eulty, particularly as the small struggling
farmer could receive still further asistance
through the Industries Assistance Board. By
this means we would obviate assistance, at the
expense of every section of the community. to
the properous agriculturist, The time has
arrived when there should be a reconsidera-
tion of the policy regarding railway conces-
sions to farmers. [f the same concession had
heen given to the mining industry, it would
he in a more prosperous condition to-day. If
some of the concessions were diverted from
the farmers and given to the mining areas in
the form of cheaper freights, it would re-
dound much to the benefit of Weatern Aus-
tralia. But, no; these concessions must go to
the farmerg! Why? Becanse members of the
Country Party hold the ker to power. They
have it in their power to say whether or not
the Government ghall remain in office. In the
old days the Practorian Guards smashed the
Roman Empire. They placed in power the
Fmperor who would give them the most, and
when that Emperor failed to satisfy their de-
mands, they murdered him and elected an-
other Empetror in his stead. The Country
Party represent the Praetorian Guards of to-
day. They hold the pistol at the head of the
Government all the time. If the Government
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do not grant concesions, they will be mur-
dered and another Governmeut will be in-
stalled, To-day those hon. members are bring-
ing about their own downfall and the sooner
they go the whole hog, the better.

The Minister for Mines: Hear, hear!

Mr, YUGHES: I am glad to hear that the
Minister for Railways agrees with me.

Hon. F. T. Broun: How long has the con-
cession regarding superphosphates been in
force?

Hon. P. Collier: For about 12 or 13 years.

Hon. F. T. Broun: It was brought in dur-
ing the Labour Government's régime.

Mr. HUGHES: Of course, the Labour Gov-
ernment had a sound policy of assistance in
the interests of the farmer,

Hon. ¥. T. Broun: How can you say that
we hold the pistol to the head of the Govern-
ment seeing that the Labour Government
granted the conceseion?

Mr. HUGHES: That was when the farmers
were struggling.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You held the pistol
at the heads of the Government as soon as
you had the chance and fired it.

The Minister for Mines: But it was only
a blavk cartridge.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: It was not blank It
took effect.

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member wants to
know why the Labour Government gave the
concession. Tt was beeanse they wanted to
foster the agricultural industry. But in 1911
the farmers were struggling.

The Minister for Agriculture:
struggling to-day.

Mr. BEUGHES: Oh, yes! Those on £12 10s.
per weck &re struggling.

The Minister for Agrieulture: In what pro-
portion are they?

Mr. Piesse: How momy returned soldicrs
are among them?

Hon. P. Collier: One question at a time,
please,

Mr. HUGHES: On the number of assess-
ments sp far completed;, there are 1,500 out
of 3,200.

The Minister for Agriculture: Why, there
are in the State 8,000 wheat growers alone!

My, HUGHES; The Minister knows the
assesyments are not ecomplete. However, the
Labour Goverament, in making the conecession,
were laying the foundations of the prosperity
the farmers arc enjoying to-day.

Mr. Money: They did it because it would
be of advantage to the State.

Mr. HUGHES: I will accept that. The hon.
member wanted to know why the Labour
Government did not take away the concession.
The answer is because the farmers were strug-
gling, whereas to-day they are not.

Mr, Harrigon: If 1t was good buginess then,
it is good business now.

Mr. HUGHES: Consider the variation there
has been in the price of wheat.

Hon. F. T. Broun: You could not grow
wheat at the price it is to-day.

AMr. HUGHES: But others ean. In 1914
the farmers were getting 3s. per bushel for

They oare
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their wheat. In war time the prive rose to 9s.
In cousequence of that, the farmers are now
enjoying great prosperity. The Premier him-
self said that 1,100 clients of the Industries
Assistance Board had cleared their assets, es-
tablished farms and had money in the bank;
that although they had been down and out
during the drought period, they were now
made men. As the member for Canning (Mr.,
Clydesdale) points out, they have gradually
improved their holdings, and in effect are now
well established on their feet. I say they are
ungrateful if they refuse to pay reasonahle
freight for the varriage of their goods over
the railways. If any iudication of the general
agricnltural prosperity were wantiug, it is to
to be found in thc number of moter cars
|sossessed by the farmers.

Hon. P. Collier: The country ronds are
blocked with them.

Mr. HUGHES: I am pleaged to sece the
farmers with motor cars. But it is bad policy
for a man to show his prosperity in the form
of a motor ¢ar, and then plead for speeial
concessions on the railways. At a recent
assembly of farmers at Bruce Rock, of the
46 who attended, 44 came in wotor cars.

Hon. F. T. Broun: They deserve cars
after working 24 hours a day for years,

Hon. P. Collier: They look bealthy on it.

Hon. F. T. Breun: The hon. memher
would not like to do it.

The Minister for Agriculture: No, he would
not like to po back to the old days.

Mr. HUGHEB: No one denies that the
farmers deserve their prosperity. We are
pleased to see them proaperous, even if we are
not prosperous ocurselves; bmt when they are
prosprerous they should be willing to bear their
fair share ot the cost of maintaining the rail-
ways.

Hon. ¥. T. Broun: They pay their fair
share, Cut ont the country railways, and you
will «re how the others are paving.

Hon. P. Collier: We would cut out our
railway losses if we did.

Mr. HUGHES : Of course the country would
not be of any use at all without railways.
If we were to cut ont the country railways
the farmer could not get his necessities, nor
could he cart his produce to the city. I do
not wish to set city against country, for the
two interests are dovetailed. It is good for
the country that there should be pros-
perity in the city, and it is good for
the city to have prosperity in the country.
But both should accept a reasonable share
of the cost of maintaining the public services
of the State. The time is arriving
when we . shall require a different
railway policy. Miles and miles of our
railways run through splendid land that has
never felt the plough. Yet while we have
alongside existing railways thousands of acres
of land suitable for cultivation, we propose to
spend mearly a million of money in building
a new line in the South-West to open up land
for settlers. As soon as a railway comes
near it, every acre of unimproved land in-
creases 10 or 12 times in value, and in conse-
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quence land speculators simply sit back to
win the unearned inerement. The report of
the Taxation Commissioner shows that the un-
improved value of the lands of Western Aus-
tralia represents 21 millions of money, and
that a tax of 1s in the pound on the vnim-
proved value would bring in revenuc of over
a million, and would entirely pay interest and
sinking fund on our railways and leave some-
thing to spare.

Mr. A, Thomson:
tax the other fellow.

Mr. HUGHES: The land speculator ought
to be taxed.

Mr. A. Thomson:
fairly high.

Hon. P. Collier:
to pay half of it.

Mr. HUGHES: VYes, T should like to see
unimjroved values taxation in the city. TUn-
improved values taxation would redound to
the benefit of the farming community, as well
as to every other seetion, and would bring
into operation the unemployed lands of the
State. Laat year the raillways gave to pros-
perous farmers concessions valued at £233,000.
Tt £106,000 of that had been given to the as-
sistanee of secondary industries, it would have
been of great advantage to the State.

Mr. A, Thomson: You know that the Com-
manwealth will not allow ns to differentinte
as between our own industries and those of the
Eagtern States,

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member does not
know what he iy talking about, This is the
gort of thing we are doing with our railway
freights: Loeal timber 2.27d. per ton mile;
imported timber 4.059d. per to mile. Yet the
hon. member says we ecannot give preference
to lacal manufactures.

Mr. A. Thomson:
the Eagtern States.

Mr. HUGHES: Does the hon. member eom-
tend that we could not give a lump sum for the
development of owr industries?

Mr. A. Thomson: Not in bonuses.

Mr, HUGHES: Yet the Government are
advancing to certain industries money that
they will never get back. What is the dif-
ference between that and the giving of hon-
uses?

Mr. Tecsdale: Yon need not rub it in to
them abont not getting it back.

Hon. P. Collier: The industrics are for-
getting that they owe it.

Mr, HUGHES: T am satisfied that we shall
have to give assistance to secondary indus-
tries. The only way to find the money is to
divert some of the concessions from prosperons
agrieulturists. As a rule T am not paroehial.
I forbear a good deal in respect of railway
rates in the metropolitan area and the very bad
treatment we get at the hands of the rail-
way administration. But T munst say a word
ahont the lack of railway facilities in the
metropolitan area. At Melbourne-road. at
Pier-street, and at Claisebrook-road we have
level erossing gates. At any time during work-
ing hours it iz not unnsval to see a long quene
of vehicles carrying merchandise and held up

It is a grand thing to

But 1s. in the pound is

The eity men wonld have

Not as against those of
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by the closed gates. If the Minister would
send a clerk to ('laisebrook-road, and let him
tally the number of waiting vehicles and cal-
culate the loss to the community in counse-
quenee of the lack of overhead bridges, the
result would astonish him, Yet we can get
no assistance for railway bridges. I believe
pans for the Claisebrook-road bridge have
been in existence for ten years. Yet any day
whole quenea of vehicles may be seen wasting
valuable time, hindering the business of the
community, becanse they cannot cross the
line. Tt is time our friends in the country
gave us gome consideration.

Mr. A. Thomson: We are giving vou all
possible consideration; you are living on ns.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Take no notice of
him.

Mr, HUGHES: Such a silly statement one
would expect from no other man in the com-
munity.

Mr, A, Thomson:
the same.

Mr. HUGHER:
her living?

Mr, Teesdale:
dition you do.

Hon. P. Collier: He is not working .

Mr, HUGHES: Of course not. He tried
his hand at erecting churches, developing the
potentialities of the next world.

The CHATRMAXN: That has nothing to do
with the vote.

Mr. HUGHES: Tt ig time our friends in
the counfry gave us some consideration and
allowed the Government to place money at the
disrosal of the metropolitan area for those
three necessary bridpes. The Minister should
adopt my sugeestion te have a tally made of
the vehicles held up and the time lost daily
at sach of the erovsings.

Hon. P. Collier: Tf he will not do so. or-
ganise a busy bee.

The Minister for Mines: What about tak-
ing a dax off, and doing it yourself?

Mr. HUGHES: I have told the Minister
that thousands of pounds are lost every dar.
The Minister should verify it for himself.
SBurely the husiness of the metropolitan area
is not so unimportant to the Government that
they are ahove making a test to aseeriain the
loss. Tt wonld astonish the Minister and mem-
bhers generally if they had particulars ¢f the
loss. Plans for the Claisebrook-road bridge
have heen in existence for ten years.

Hon. P. Collier: 7T approved of the bridge
when I was in offiee.

Mr. HUGHES: And nothing has been done
ginee, When the Government treat the grow-
ing interests of the metropolitan area so flip-
pantly year after year and show no con-
gideration for its needs, we are justified in
concluding they have a total disregard for the
welfare of the metropolis. The proportion of
first eclass to second class carriages in the
moetropolitan area is too great. To-davy I
boarded a train at Mt. Lawley, and the peo-
ple in the second class compartments were
standing on one another, though there was
plenty of room in the first class compart-

Tt is abgolutely true. all
On whom is the hon, mem-

He does not show the con-



[8 NoveMsen, 1923.]

ments, The result is that people with second
class tiekets use first class carriages and ren-
der themselves liable to prosecution for a
breach of the regulationa. T travel three or
four times a day and invariably the second
cluss carriages are crowded while there is
plenty of room in the first elazs, If the Min-
ister is not prepared to cut out the first class
entirely, a larger proportion of second class
carriages should be provided. The first class
cozches are not bringing in additional rev-
enue, because people with second class tickets
are ridingz in them, Tf the department are
short of second class rolling stock, some of
the first class coaches should be reduced to
second class, It is a erying shame that
women and children joining trains at Midlaod
Junction and at the stations nearer to Perth
ean never pet a svat.  Often they are lucky if
they can get standing room, The service has
heen redueed to a minimum and the trains
are always crowded. ‘The service mnat be
paying handsomely.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie) [9.21]:
On the 12th September I submitted a motion
to get an expression of opinion on the ques-
tion of granting reduced fares te relatives of
inmates of the Wooroloo Samatorium. The
Minigter gave an assurance that the matter
would be inquired into, and that he would
make a statement when the Railway KEsti-
mates were being considered. On that assur-
ance I withdrew the motion. Since then I
met the Minister at his suggestion in confer-
ence with the Commissioner of Railways, and
it was agreed that a 50 per cent. rednetion
of fares should be granted to relatives travel-
ling to visit their friends in the sanatorinm.
I understand the Minister intends to make a
statement when replying to this debate. [
would like to know whether the matter has
been finalised and what is being done to give
effect to the suggestion. A considerable time
has elapsed. Many of the people concerned
are in indigent circumstances, and are pre-
cinded from visiting their friends owing to
the fact that railway fares are so high.

[Afr, Stubbs took the Chair.]

Hon. F. T. BROUN (Beverley) [9.23]: [
wonld n6t have spoken on this vote but for
the faect that the member for East Perth
(Mr. Hughes) made certain statements re-
garding the carriage of goods for the farmers.
I do not wish to make any disparaging re-
marks regarding the city. I entertain as
good feelings townards the people of the eity
as towards those in the country. The least
we ean do is to agree that the ome cannot do
without the nther. The hon. member inferred
that a considerable tonmage of preduce from
the country was carried at a loss. That is
not a fact. Tt is true that superphosphate is
carried at a very low rate, but this poliey
redounds to the advantage of the State.

Mr. Hegles: Do von sayv iy figures are
wrong?

Hon, F. T. BROUX: No; but the statement
the hon. member made mipght lead the public
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to believe that the railways are varrying most’
of the country’s produce at a loss. That is
not correct. The poliey of carrying super-
phosphate at a very low rate has been in
foree for many years, and it was adopted for
a very good renson. Though the rate is .53d.
practically the lowest rate on the schedule, it
was adopted in order to encourage farmers
to put an increased acreage under ¢rop. The
increased production thus secured benefits the
State generally. The hon. member said the
railways were carrying wheat at a very low
rate, and I understood him to infer that it
was being carried at a loss.

Mr. Hughes: I said you had a concesrion
of £133,000 a vear.

Hou. I. T. BROUXN: How is it that our rail-
ways show an aetual profit only during the
mimths of Januury, February and March, when
the bulk of the wheat is being carried over the
railways? TIf the hon. member obtaing the
figures from the Commissioner, he will find
that his argument is knocked elean out.
Wheat is being carried at a considerable
profit to the railways. On the scheduls
of paying traffic wheat is shown as 1.124.,
a figure much below the rate at which many
other commodities are carried. But it
must be borne in mind that the railways
are .able to carry wheat at a much greater
profit, in spite of the rate being low in
contrast to that charged for other com-
modities. Every truck can be loaded
to its fullest capacity and £ull train-
loads ecan be made wup. This does not
apply to other commodities. It is impossible
to lead a 12-ton track to anything like its
full eapacity with chaff, but it is possible
to overlonsl with wheat. Thus it is that
wheat can be earried ot a cheaper rate and,
during the threc months it is carried the rail-
ways show a profit.

Mr. Hughes: A profit, or an exeess of
revenue over expenditure?

Hon. P. T. BROUN: A profit.

Mr. Hughes: You are wrong.

Hon. F. T. BROUN: I have seen
the figures, apd T know T am right.
The hon. member was not fair in the
statements he made regarding the farm-
era. He should take into consideration
not only the produce the farmers send
away, but also the commodities they
use. The rate on livestoek ts very high,
2.62d.

The Minister for Minea: There 93 no
backloading, as there i3 with wheat.

Hon, F. T. BROUN: There is a certain
amount 0f back loading. The Commissioner is
recetving considerable freight from graziers
who buy up store sheep and retruck them.
At the last sale 2,700 were purchased and
retrueked. Later on they will have to be
railed baek to the metropobitan area. The
Commissioner gets the freight several times
over,

Hon. P. Collier: Most of that loading is
only one way.

Hon. F. T. BROUN: T admit that,

The Minister for Mines: Trucks are used
that eannot be wsed for any other purpose.
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Hon. P. Collier: And the journeys are
long.

Hon, F. T. BROUX : The average haulage of
sheep last vear was 136 miles, of wheat 125
miles, of chaif and oats 122 miles, and of
wool, on whieb there is a high freight of
5.134, it was 140 niles.

Hon. P. Collier: And eattle?

Hon. ¥. T. BROUN: For stock one has to
pay for a full truck or half a truck, large or
small as the ease may be. Then there are the
commodities used on the farm. Take
vehicles of all deseriptions. A large propor-
tion of these is made in the metropolitan
area, and has to be trucked by rail. Thesc
come under the third clasa rate, which is a
high one, and they work out at 8.96d., the
highest on the schedule. Then take the
commodities we use in our homes. Most of
these are earried under the first and seeond
class rates, which are high. They work out
at 5.58d. and 7.44d. respectively. Becausa
superphosphate is carried at a low rate the
hon, member should not infer that farmers
are getting commeodities over the railways
at too cheap a rate.

Hon. P, Collier: They are not paying
sufficient for the services rendered to them,

Hon., F. T. BROUN: They are paying
more than sufficient. Take wool and stock,
for instance.

Hon. P. Coilier: Taking them all in ail,
they are only paying for the services rend-
ered to them.

Hon. F. T. BROUN: If superphosphates are
included and everything is worked out, the
producer will be found to be paying more
than he should be paying for the services
rendered to him.

Hon. P. Collier: The rates are fived to
cover the cost of the services rendered.

Hon. F. T. BROUN: More than the cost,
otherwise where would the profit come in?

Hon. P. Collier: We do not get any.

Hon. F. T. BROUN: There i3 a
small  profit. The various commodities
used on the farm and in the home

in everyday life, and used on the gold-
ficlds, are paid for by the people there,
Dwellers in the metropolitan area have
to pay none of that freight. Nine-tenths
of the commodities imported into the
city are brought here by boat to Fremantle
and taken to the city by motor lorry or by
river tramsport. In most cases no railway
freight is paid upon them.

Mr. Hughes: What about meat? Do we
not pay you back the freight on stock in
the high prices we pay for meat?t

Hon. F'. T. BROUXN: Part of that might
be paid.

Mr. Hughes: Do you supply our meat at
a loss?

Hon. F. T, BROUN: What would the peo-
ple do if the farmers did not produce it?

Mr., Hughes: What would the farmer do
if we did not eat it?

Hon. ¥, T. BROUN: We would soon find
someone else to eat it.
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Hon. P. Collier: You ecould not get an
overseas market for it,

Hon. F. T. BROUN: The member for East
Perth referred to the price of wheat. The
average farmer to-day cannot produce wheat
at 4s. and make a profit.

Mr, Hughes: Where does he get his in-
come !

Hon. F. T. BROUN: In this State a Jarge
number of farmers will not get & greater
average than 10 bushels to the acre. On that
basis they cannot make a profit at 4a. a
bughel.

Mr, Hughes: How do they get their in-
come? The average ineome of a large per-
centage of them is £650 a year.

Hon, F. T. BROUN: Some of them may
average that income. - The hon. member would
not care to work vnder the conditions they
have worked for the last 15 or 20 years and
finish up with an income of £650.

Mr. Hughes: Many people have worked
longer than that withont reaching that salary.

Hoan. P. Collier: People in the city have
worked just ag hard as the farmer and have
not a shilling,

Hon. F. T. BROUN: Why did they not go
on the land?

Hon., P, Collier: Everyone cannot go or the
land.

The Minister for Mines: A fair percentage
of these people have also prodneed wool and
obtained a high price for it.

Hon. F. T. BROUN: We cannot afford to
have our freights inereased.

Hon. P, Collier: You want them reduneced.

Hon. F. T. BROUN: It is not possible to
reduce them. IFf we take the working ex-
penses per head of the population and the rate
per head of the population, we find that on
tue average we are paying more for our com-
modities than is being paid in the Eastern
States.

Mr. Clydesdale: Not for superphosphate
and wheat. What is the price in South Aus-
tralia?

Hon. F. T. BROUN: It pays them to earry
superphosphate for nothing. Cut out the
superphosphate and tell the farmers not to
take any more. What would become of the
railways? That is a futile argument. The
Labour Government did not think ft.to in-
crease the freight on superphosphate.

Hon. P. Collier: Becaunse the farmers were
stroggling,

Hon. F. T. BROUN: There are just as many
struggling farmers on the Jand to-day as there
were then. Beeause the Commissioner of
Taxation shows that a few farmers are mak-
ing £650 a year, exception is taken to this.
The unforfunate farmer hag worked 20 years
at 24 hours a dajy.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a slight exaggera-
tion.

Hen. F. T. BROUN: I admit it. On the
average they have worked over 12 hours a day
and in the summer they often work 16 hours
a day.
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Mr. Hughes: Huoadreds of men in the
metropolitan areq work barder than they do.

Hon. F. T. BROUX: The farmer is en-
titled to all he gets.

Myr. Hughes: No one says he is not, but he
should pay a reasonable freight on his goods.

Hon. . T. BROUX: He is payiur more
than that, in comparison with what the friends
of the hon. member are paying. I do not say
they should pay any more, neither do I want
to create any ill-feeling as between the city
fuil the country. That would be onc of the
woret things we coulil do. We are already
divided as between States, and we do not
want to be divided amongst ourselves in West-
ern Aovsgtralia.

Hon. P. Collicr: You are divided politie-
ally. Why do you not join with the eity
party politically? '

The Minister for Mines: Judging by what
has been gaid to-night they are no more at
variance than you are over there.

Hon. P. Collier: You are in two different
camps. There is a passage-way between you.

Hon. F. T. BROUN: Reference has been
made to the large estates along the railway,

Hon. P. Collier: That is a fact.

Hou. F. T, BROUN: Thete are not as
many as the hon, member imagines. Tt is
suggested that because of these iarge estates
the railways are not paying. To some extent
it is so, but as time goes on the position will
he ailtered.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is becoming worse. The
last census of 10 years shows that the older
settled distriets smeh as Northam, Tooday,
Pingelly, and York are going back in popu-
Irtion.

Hon, . T. BROUN: I cannot understand
that,

Hon. P. Collier: The census figures show
it to be so.

Hen. P. T. BROUN: In all these districts
large families have been growing up and the
estates have not been increased to any extent.
Many of the big holdings have been divided
up, because the sons are neow in a position to
take them over. Onec estate T know of has
been divided amongst seven boys, and there is
uot a bizr area left. That will oceur in the
case of other estates.

Hon. P. Collier: Take that good stretch of

country along the Avon Valley as far as Pin-.

gelly and Beverley.

Hon. . T. BROUN: There are very few
large estates around Beverley,

Hon. P. Collier: There are plenty near Pin-
gelly but the popnlation has not increased
during the lust 10 years.

Mr. MeCallam: These distriets have not
maintained the natural inereases.

Mr. Clydesdale: They have lost morc im-
migrants than any other part of the State.

Hon. F. T. BROUXN: Most of the immi-
grants have remained in the city. A decrease
in population in the country districts would
show that the eonditions there in eomparison
with those in the city are of sweh a nature as
to cause people fo come to town.
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Hon. P. Collier: It proves that land is not
available for people in those distrigts,

Hon. P. T. BROUN: Nothing of the kind.
The facitities for enjoyment are better in the
city for voung people, and they go there in
consequelce.

The CHAIRMAXN: The hon. member must
deal with the railways.

Hon. F. T. BROUN: There is a method of
dealing with large cestates so that they can be
Lrowght inte use and be wmade to help in
briuging revenue to the railways.

Mr. Hughes: In what way?

Hou. F, T. BROUN: By imposing a tax to
compel the owners to improve their land.

Mr. Hughes: That is what we are aiming
at.
Hon, F. T. BROUN: T have always advo-
cated that.

Hon. P. Collier:
good as you are.

Hon. P. T. BROUN: I would sooner be in
the vity werking on a salary of £200 or £400
ayear. [ am glad the finaneial position of our
railways has improved. The position with re-
spect to our agricultural lines must improve
as time goes on. Many of our railways have
been rnn out practically through virgin land.
The aereage under cultivation will gradually
inerease, preduction will be greater, and there
will be more profits aceruing to the railways.
Another peint T wish to bring to the Min-
ister’s attention is the necessity for sending
out clean livestock {irucks to the country.
I have mentioned the matter to the Commis-
sioner more than once, and I think he is do-
ing his best with regard to it. Oaly recently
I imported from the Eastern States five valua-
ble rams, They arrived by the ‘‘Katoomba®’
and were put in a small truck at Fremantle
and despatched to me. Unfortunately it
rained during the whole night of transit,
which made wmatters worse; but when the
rams arrived they were in a filthy state, and
up to their hocks in manure. would not
have cared so much if they had been ordinary
stoek, but I consider that every precantion
should be taken as regards trucks fer the
conveyance of prize or wveluable stock. The
trucks should be eleaned. In this case the
truck could easily have been washed ant at
Fremantle hefore the stock were loaded. On
arrival the rams were not fit to look at. I
hope metropolitan members will give some
consideration to the needs of country resi-
dents, and that they will believe we have no
ill-feeling at all towards any of the metro-
politan people. We want unanimity between
the ecountry and the metropolis.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [9.48]: I, too,
have a hardy amnual to bring under notice.
The use of Collie eoal on our railways is a
matter which needs the gravest consideration
by the railway authorities.

The Minister for Railways: It has got that
consideration. We aro going to use 100 per
cent, of Collie coal

Mr. PTESSE: That will probably mean
burning 100 per eent. of the eountry.

All farmers are uot as
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The Minister for Mines: Nothing of the
sort,

Mr. PIESSE: The member for Collie (Mr,
Wilson) said to-day that there was euch a
thing as the mixing of coal, and that that
was the right to to do. Some Collie coal
createg far more aparks from the locomotive
funnel than other Collie coal.

Mr. Wilson: Yes; but the former eoal is
not burnt in the wheat belt.

Mr. PIESSE: I have seen it used there my-
self,

The Minister for Mines: Last year.

Mr. PIESSE: Year after year. I have
counted the fires caused by it. On one ocea-
sion the railway line from Wilberforce siding
up to the rise was set on fire in 17 places.

The Minister for Mines: That does not
matter.

Mr. PIESSE: But the fires ran over into
the adjoining fields.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Mr. PIESSE: The member for Collie will
bear me out that there is coal taken from a
ming at Collie known as the Premier.

Mr. Wilson: But that is not burnt in the
country distriets.

Mr, PTESSE: There is a Collie ¢coal now
obtained whieh does not spark nearly so much
as other Collie coal. I may mention yet an-
other hardy anunual, the complaint of the
drivers and firemen at being compelled to use
this inferior coal. Two or three years ago
they said that if they were permitted to uvse
the better elass of Collie coal, there wounld
not be so much of a grievance. If the Rail-
way Departmeat obtain from Collie, coal that
will not spark, then that coal should be used
in the country districts during the hot months.
Again and again have I seen fires caused by
aparks from locomotives, and therefore T hope
the AMinister will eeriously eonsider that
trouble, whieh during this year is likely to
cause very heavy loss. Never in the history
of the South-West have we bad sueh abund-
ance of grass as exists there to-day. If one
apark shounld ignite tbe adjoining country on
a snitable day, there will instantly be miles
in flames. 1 speak from an irtimate know-
ledge of what fires can do. Other members
are well aware of the danger of ignition dur-
ing the eoming summer, In fairness to the
officers of the Railway Department T must
gay that they give the farmers as much con-
sideration as possible in this matter. T hope
the Railway Department will be permitied to
use a better class of Collie coal in the agricul-
tural distriets during the hot months, thus
avoiding what will be a disaster unless ade-
quate precavtions are taken.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
Fremantle) [9.54:] The last speaker musi
be fully aware that during the war and since
the war nearly 100 per cent. of Collie coal has
been used by the Railway Department. There
are now about 1,100 farmers under the Indus-
tries Assistanee Board. Last year those far-
mers paid a total of £23,943 1s. 7d. for insur-
ance of crops against fire and hail.
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Mr, Piesse: They do not come within the
inflammable area.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: The total of the
losses paid amounted to only £5,102 15s. ¥a.

Mr. Piesse: Grass is not insured.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Industries As-
sistance Board came into existence during
1915, and from that time up to the end of
lagt March the total of the premiumsg paid for
insurance of crops—and Collie coal has been
used during almost the whole of that period—
was £166,005. Yet the insurance companies
have paid in respect of losses from hoth fire
and hail a total of only £53,544,

Mr. Piegse: That is in the distant wheat
belt.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: Collie coal is said te
be worse at a distance than near at hand.

The Premier: This has nothing to do with
the railways.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It has, ag showing
that fires do not oeecur so frequently as the
member for Toodyay (Mr. Piesse) has sug-
gested. Now T wish to reply shortly to some
statements of the member for Beverley (Hon.
F. T. Broun). From that hon. member’s
speech—and he is generally very fair—one
would think that the member for East Perth
(Mr. Hughes) had argued against low rates
being charged for the carriage of the far-
mer’s produez and fertiliser. The member
far East Perth did nothing of the kind, What
he did say was that those farmers who are
prosperous, who have been many years on the
land and are so thoroughly established as to
be making large ineomes, ghould pay rates
which will reimburse the Railway Department
for the carrizge of their goods. The member
for Beverley said that the farmer’s wheat is
taken in train loads. So is loeal timber taken
in trainloads. During the last financial yvear
the ecarnings per ton-mile have heen 2.27d.,
while fertiliser has been charged only .53d.
Again, wheat in trainloads pays 1.12d., as
ngainst 2.27d. paid by timber in trainloads.
Hay, straw, chaff, which the member for Bov-
etley said conld not be conveved in the same
manner as wheat, are charged 1.38d. In the
matter of train loads, therefore, the farmers
bhave a preference over other local industriea.
The member for Beverley pointed out that the
Labour Party, when in office, did not alter
this state of affairs. There waa an interjee-
tion to the effect that the farmers were not so
prosperous then as they are to-day. The
Labour Government took office in 1911, and
that very year there was a partial drought,
which meant ruin to a large number of far-
mers, At the time, therefore, the farmers
could not afford to pay any increased charpgoes.
T 1914 there was another drought. We did
raise the rate on fertiliser a little. One of the
conditions which were presented to us like a
pistol ponted at our heads—and let me add
that the pistol was fired—was that the Gov-
ernment must remit to the farmers £60.000
per annum. That was ome of the conditions
on which the National Government took office.
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Hon. P. Collier: Yes, a present of £60,000
to the farmers.

Hon. W. (. ANGWILIN: As a result,
in  July, 1916, at the first moeeting of
the House, the Labour Party were shot
ont of office, simply becaunse they wounld
not ugree to all the lemands of the
Ceuntry Party, We were wnnfortunate en-

ough to lose the Roebourne seat, thus find-
ing ourselves in a minority of one instead of
a majority of one. So we were shot out of
office becaue we would not agree to the Coun-
try Party’s demands, That is an actual faet.
With all due respect t the Premier, I wish
to say that in agreeing to the Country Party’s
demands the National Government did more
harm to this State than had ever been done
previonsly. It will be many years before the
damage can be repaired.

The Premier: It is the first time I have
heard that.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: Tt bas been ruled
that the question of large estates has nothing
to do with the Railway Estimates, but per-
haps T may make a reference to it. The mem-
ber for Beverley has said that there are no
large estates in this country. But he was a
member of a Cabinet which brought in a Bill
for the subdivicion of large estates.

Hon. P. Collier: The Bill was passed
through this Houwse twice.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premior him-
self has recognised that there are large es-
tates in Western Australia by endeavouring
on two oceasions to pass through Parliament
a Bill for their subdivision, T am pleased to
remember that this side of the House saved
the face of the Government by helping to
carry the Bill, while members on the cross
benches ineluding the present Minister for
Agrieulture and deputy Premier, voted against
the Bill

The Minister for Agrieunlture: Will youn
not agree that the large land owners of this
State are doing more than any otber sec-
tion?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T am not arguing
that point. We canoot do without the facm-
ers, but 1 do not want a wrong impression
to get abroad. It is wrong to say that the
mewmber for East Perth (Mr. Hughes) sug-
gested increasing the rates. He said that
we should kcep the rates down and arsist
the poor farmers, but that those large
farmers who were making big incomes

“should pay their fair share towards the cost
of running the railways.

The Mioister for Agriculture: Don’t you
agree that the landholders arc doing more
here than the landholders in any other part
of Australia?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: I do not know! T
am not taking that point. There musi be
no misrepresentation in this matter. In his
first finaneial statement in this Honse, the
Premier pointed out that the fertiliser ear-
ried for the farmers in that year was
£80,000 below the necessary cost entailed in
carting it for them. Hon. members can
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look up the starement for themselves in
‘*Hansard.™’

The Minister for Agriculture: T do nnot
think anyone will digpute it, but this is a
matter of policy.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: The Minister must
realise that what T am sayving is correct.
The member for Beverley (Hon. ¥ T.
Broun) said that the fertilisers were carried
for a halfpenny per mile and showed a
profit.

Mr. A, Thomson: He admitted that pos-
sihly there was a loss,

Hon, W, . ANGWIXN: He said there was
a profit. Hon, members must remember that
during that period there was a considerable
increase in the cost of running the railwayas.
I am not anch a fool ag to say that the farm-
‘ing community has done no good for tke
State. They have, and we require them,
and still more of thcm. If the Premier
brought forward his Bill this session to deal
with the large holdings, he would get the
support of the Labour Party, but the Coun-
try Party would not support it.

Hon. P, Collier; No fear,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is because
there are big landbolders comtrolling their
movement, and the small man’s intereste
are not comserved. I have nothing more to
say on the Estimates and I would not have
spoken had it not been necessary to reply
to the member for Beverley.

Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly) [10.4]: I do
not intend to say anything about the car-
riage of wheat and superphnsphates, but I
desire to draw attention to a few loeal re-
quircments along the Great Southern rail-
way. I do not intend to find fault with the
Minister for spending money at Mt. Barker.

Hon. P. Collier: That was a terrible thing.
Mr. Marshall: What about the calf skint

Mr. HICKMOTT: 1 do not think one
place should be singled out and all cthess
neglected. We have another important sta-
tion along the line which is a junction for
other lines. Between £300 and £400 hus
becn spent on buildings there, but the con-
ditions the men are working under now—
we have a night and a day station-magster,
showing that there is work to be done there
—are absolutely unfit for them. Something
shonld be done to remove the existing dis-
akility, We have a dangerous railway
crossing, and the Minister knows that there
have been two or three aceidents there.
There was one death, a lady's leg was
broken, and a youth injured. When the
train is in the station it extends beyend the
crossing. It is a dangerous erossing and
some attention should be given to it.
Ever since the line was first constructed,
and the existing bwildings erected by the
contractor, nothing has been done bheyond
gome slight improvements. These two sta-
tions are important places, and should re-
ceive some attention. The officers there
should be given better faeilities for carry-
ing out their work. 1 do not wish to delay
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the Committae by stressing the nevcessity
for low freights in connection with wheat
or fertiliser. We know that wheat is car-
fied in trainlonds wmore rapidly than any
other commodity, and the traffic along the
line makes it one of the busiest and most
profituble to the State. At Popanyvinning
there is comparatively little business, but
there is a fine platform and brick starion,
At ibrne other eentres, the lousing accom-
modution for the staff is poor indeed, I
trust the Minister will look into thease
matters.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.}

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [10.8]: I want
to draw attention to. the disparity between
the trains running north and south as against
those running east and wast. I do this be-
cause I notice a decision hag heen arrived at
to duplicate the line from east to west. It
wonld be well to analyse the existing condi-
tions regarding tbe line from east to west, to
ser how it iz working and how it is paying.
This is not the time when any Government
can play with making promises or do any-
thing in the way of railway construction,
unless there is a fair chance of the line be-
e¢oming remunerative within a reasonable
time. Some years ago the Government de-
cided to conmstruct a line connecting the Great
Southern centres of Narrogin, Williams, and
other places to the esstward with the pearest
port. It is interesting to know what arrange-
ments were made for the travelling public
along the line from east to west. Strange
though it may appear to hon. members, there
i3 only one day in the week that we can get
from Bunbury to Narrogin, and the train
travels at the enormous speed of from seven
to eight miles per hour.

Hon. P. Collier: It has plenty of time to
do the journey.

The Minister for Mines: And you ecan
take the same train back in the next week.

Mr. MONEY: The difficulty is that one
cannot get back at all

Mr. Hughes: The train actually exhansts
itself,

Mr, MONEY: It is the most astonishing
railway arrangement one ean imagine.

Hon. P. Collier: It must be.

Mr. MONEY: There iz only one day in
the week you can go there and no day in the
week fo pet back! There iz nothing so
strarge as that whieh is true.

Hon. P. Collier: Which line is that?

Mr. MONEY: The MNarrogin-Collie-Bun-
bury line.

Hon. P, Collier: Tt is a conspiraey to keep
the people there.

Mr. MONEY: T have made representations
to the department and the answer I have re-
ceived ia: ‘‘How many passengers will there
be; there zre not emough to warrant a
through train.’’ How can the passengers get
thered It is too absord.

Hon. P. Collier: How can the train go
without people?
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The Miniater for Mines: We will provide
trains every hour of the day if you guarantee
the traffic.

Mr, MONEY: This is a trunk line emst
gnd west and a direct line from that part
of the State to the uvearest port. I am sorry
the member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) is not in his seat. I do net
know what ‘nterests have been at work, which
result in the country service running at the
rate of seven miles an hour while the city and
suburban service over a similar line and with
similar engines, runs at 25 miles an bhour.
There is no answer to it. I found that one
train arrived at Collie half an hour after an-
other train left that centre. T asked why
one train could not be delayed or the other
speeded up so as to junction with the other
train, and so0 as to enable people to get
throngh in ong day.

Mr. A. Thomeon: Of course that eould not
be done.

Mr. MONEY: The answer I received was,
that it could not be done, because at the
other end a shift bad te Le worked of eight
hours. In consequence of the award provid-
ing for that shift, I was told the train could
not start a little earlier so as to make the
junetion. If that is the position, either the
railway should be shifted, or the union.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You know that Fre-
wantle is the natural pert for Narrogin and
the surrounding districts?

Mr, MONEY: It is not, but it will be asc
long as you people control the railways. Bo
long as that continues, the metropolitan trains
are likely to continue at 25 miles an hour
while the country trains proceed at seven
miles an hour. This is a matter of centralisa-
tion, concerning which we talk so much and
do so little to alter.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But Fremantle is the
natural port.

The Premier: You would contend that Fre-
mantle is the patural port for all districta.

Mr. MONEY: I du not know how it is
possible for thegse arrangements to obtain on
such a line in the country, when with the same
rolling stock it is possible to have a service
running at 25 miles an heur in the metro-
politan area,

Hon, P. Collier:
it?

The Minister for Mines:
the matter.

Mr, MONEY: It is a question of central- .
isation in Perth and Fremantle.

Hon, P. Collier: Well, join up with the
Country Party executive and you will get it
changed!

Mr, MONEY: On this matter T am speak-
ing from experience, T desired to go across
to Narrogin, and that was the resuft. T made
inquiries from the heads of the departments,
but the resnlt was the same.

Hon., P. Collier: You can take a boat to
Fremantle, and get round that way.

Mr. MONEY: People are coming to Perth
120 miles, and rmoine, down to Narrogin 227
miles, instead of making that journey of 130

How do you account for

T must go into
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miles along the natural route. The sooner
this is remedied the better for Western Aus-
tralia, becaunse people cannot afford to travel
three times the distence when there is a dir-
ect railway. At present, as I have shown, it
saves time to take the round-about route. No
clearer example of unreasonable train ar-
rangements could be instanced. 1 was not
here when the Ainister introduced his Esti-
mates.

The Minister for Mines: That was your
loss.

Mr. MONEY: Probably it was. But I
should like to know whether any scrious at-
tempt has bheen made to acknowledge the ter-
rible state of the railway grades in the South-
West, impossible grades in lines earrying a
huge timber traffic, a huge coal traffic, and a
hugr wheat traffic?® Has anything been done
in the matter of providing eleetrical power
from Collie for the railways of the South-
West? It is of no use going on in the old
way, with the building of railways just as
they were built 15 or 20 years ago, notwith-
standing that other countries acknowledge
the necessity for electrieal transport. Apgain,
I wonder whether, in the light of the probable
unification of the railways in Australia, we
are going to continue building lines on the
old gauge, thus rendering it more difficalt
to bring about standardisation. I have heard
nothing from the Minister on the subjeect,
but T say that reform is necessary.

The Minister for Mines: T agree.

Mr., MONEY: If Australia i3 to be a
nation, we must standardise onr railways, for
we require economic transport just as do
other parta of the world.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [10.20]: There is
a new develoment near to Westonia where
certain facilities have been asked for. The
feneing of the railway yard has been pro-
mised by the Commissioner, and I should he
glad if the Minister could speed up this fa-
cility. I am hopeful that a further develop-
ment will take place in mining in that centre.
A gentleman there is trying to do what he can
to get out alluvial with the obiect of using
the money earned te re-establish mining in
Westonia. In spending that money there he
is not only doing a service to the agricultural
interst, but also, I hope, to mining. A little
further west we come to Walgoolan. There
will be a heavy development there. Tt is
one of the finest belts of country im the
distriet. It runs right through to the
Mt. Marshall railway, constituting a mag-
nificent belt., That being so, we ghould not
hang back in giving railway facilities to
that area. Im hig firat year up there one of
the settlers has 700 acres under crop. I hope
something will be done to provide the settlers
with transport facilities. I then come on
past Burracoppin to Merredin where, owing
to its geographical position, nearly all the
main trains run through between 11 p.m. and
3 a.m., In the new waiting room the aec-
commodation for the passengers is unsatis-
factory, hut the refreshment room is a dis-
grace. There is a fine signal box, but up to
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the present about 20 dog boxes have to do
duty as offices. As Narrogin i3 the running
centre for the Great Southern, so Merredin is
bound to be the running centre for the East-
ern line through the agricultural belt. Ag
T say, the refreshment room at the station is
a disgrace, and X trust a serviceable building
will be erected in the near future. At Tam-
min 5 few monthy ago the Premier received
a deputation and gave a definite promise that
he would uge his influence with the Commis-
sioner and the Minister to have a platform
put in.

The Minister for Mines: Who, the Premier?
He 'has no influence.

The Premicr: Thank God I haven’t.

Mr. HARRISON: At all events, T under-
stand the Premier gave a definite promise that
this matter would be taken in hand, Tammin
really ought to have a platform.

The Premier: T agree.

Mr. HARRISON: No other centre up there
has contributed as much wheat traffic as has
Tammin.

The Minister for Mines: They don’t use a
platform for wheat.

Mr. HARRISON: But why penalise Tam-
min when platforms are given to other cen-
tres? Tammin is the oldest centre on the
road.

Hon. P, Cellier: I do not admit that.

Mr. HARRISON: You were Minister for
Railways yourself, so do not say too mueh.

Hon. P. Collier: And: you never once asked
me for a platform.

Mr. HARRISON: Certain faeilities are re-
quired at Waeel, facilities necessary to
bealth. They ought to be provided. At
Meckering a truck of gravel and a few
sleepers wounld give them all they want. Why
not let them have it¥ It would be of great
advantage to people travelling. Two roads
converge almost to a point, and just a small
ramp requires to be thrown up outside for
loading.

Hon. P. Collier: A couple of farmers could
do it before breakfast.

Mr. HARRISON: Meckering is an old-
established district with a lot of traffic, and
tkis facility would be of advantage, not only
to the farms, bot to the traders in the town.
I trust the Minister will take note of the
‘‘Hansard’’ report—because I do not see him
making any notes himself—and put this mat-
ter in hand at onrce. I will not enter into
any controversy over traflic rates for wheat
or surer, becanse the member for Beverley
(Hou. F. T. Broun) has ably defended the
farmers in that respect. I trust the Mirnister
will supply these several necessary facilities.

The MINTSTER T'OR MINES AND RATL-
WAYS (Hon. J. Scaddan—Albany—in re-
reply) [10.27]: T had proposed to detain the
Committec for some {ime in order that 1
might reply to the eriticisms aimed at the
department and me by hon. members, but in
view of the lateness of the hour I now pro-
pose to be as brief as possible. I want to tell
the hon. member whoe has just resumed his
seat that I a fully aware of the election
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next March and that, therefore, this is an
cccagiop when grievances of an appropriate
nature shonld be duly brought forward.

Mr. Harrison: You can cut that out. 1
am not thinking about the election.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As I will
ot be here next sessicn, if tha hon. member
is prepared to accept my promise that he
shall have a platform, I am quite prepared to
give it

Hon, P. Collier: Bnt it will not be bind-
ing on your successor.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, of
course not. It reminds me of a request onee
made to me for an overhead bridge at Mul-
lewa, To-those asking for it I said we had
certain funds available, and that so far as
we could use them in the direction of aiding
the earning capacity of the railways we were
prepared to do so. I told them also that
when at some future time we had sufficient
money to go right round, they weuld get their
overhead bridge. T said to them, ''I will
promise you that when funds are made avail-
able for such purposes you shall have your
overhead bridee at Mnllewn.’’

Tion. P. Collier: That was definite enough.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, wasn’t
it! On my return to Perth, the member for
Guildford (Mr. Davies) introduced a depu-
tation asking for an overhead bridge at West
Guildford. I gave to them precisely the same
reply. It appeared in the newspapers,and on
the same day I received an indignant wire
from Mullewa—*‘Have you forgotten your
promise?’’ T wired back that I bad not for-
gotten it, that I had wmerely repecated it, and
asked them what more did they waut. After
ail, it is one thing to make request for the
expenditure of money, and another to decide
how hest to spend the strietly limited amount
available. Ununder existing conditions, the
many demands made for important reqnire-
ments should be coneeded rather than that we
should srend money in making it easy to eross
over a railway line. We are justified in ask-
ing thnt these thinea wait while we overcome
the difii~ulties resultant on the war conditions,
when material was not available and money
war scaree and dear. The most important
matter was that mentioned by the Leader of
the Oppositicn regarding the Collie coal con-
tract. I repeat I had no kuowledge of the
reeent eountract until it was completed. T have
asked the Commissioner for an explanation
in order that his pesition may not be mis-
vanderstood. The Leader of the Oprosition
suid if the Commissioner had made a definite
agecenent while he wns Minister, there would
not have been room in the department for
the Commissioner and himself. I do not think
the hon. member would say that if he under-
stood the position. The questior. of fixine a
price for cnal from Collic is ouite ont of the
ha~ds nf the Commissiener, Tt i3 fixed bv a
tribunzl over which peither the Commisaioncr,
the coal company, nor the Government has
uny control. The tribunal was anncinted in
the first instanee urder the War Precantions
Aet and afferwards it carried on under an Act
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that took the place of the former statute. The
trihunal i still in cexistence and we caunot
interiere with the price of ecal for eonsump-
tion on the railways. There was no question
of policy uffecting the price. It wna merely a
yuestion of arriving at the basis of the price
tcr the varying grades of coal from the Collie
distriet, The other question was from what
wines the coal should be obtained and what
proportion should be taken from each mine.
In view ef the faet that in 1920 the Commis.
sioner of Ruilways had submitted that ques-
tion to the Government for a decision, and haa
vbtained a definite decision from the Govern-
went, he c¢laims—and [ think rightly—there
was no neeessity for him to resubmit the mag-
ter to the Govermment, because the conditions
weanwhile had not changed, I have a minute
dated the 29th November, 1920, containing
an alloeation of the Auantities of eocal from
the different mines. On an assumed basis of
100,000 tons per annum, the distribution fav-
vured by the Commissioner was:—Cardiff, 10
per cent., 26,000 tons; Co-operative, 42 per

. vent., 108,000 tons; Proprieiary, 38 per cent.,

100,000 tons; Wegtralia, 10 per cent., 26,000
tons. Paragraph 3 of the minute reads:—
You will note thdat this omits any supply
from the Premier mine which, of courss,
is the worst coal, in addition to the mine
being very awkwardly situated, viz., eight
miles from Coliie on the Collie-Narrogin
railway.  However, the Government may
consider it desirable to give the Premier
Company a proportion of the order with a
view to keeping the mine alive, It does no
other business, tbe department taking all
that it ean produee, which really is not mueh
argument for keeping it alive, Tn view of
this conaideration, I suggest the following
alternative allocation of order:-—Cardiff,
10 per cent., 26,000 tons; Co-operative, 38
per cent., 100,000 tons; Proprietary, 33 per
vent., #8,000 tons; Westralia, 10 per cent.,
26,00 tons: Premier, 9 per cent., 20,000
tons.

The Commissioner adds that these allotments
are in conformity with the steaming value of
the coals demonstrated by tests earried out
by the last Royal Commission on the Collie
coal industry. T minuted to that *‘ Approved
on the basis of paragraph 3,’’ laying down
that the Premier mine was to get a propor-
tion. Tt was essential that we should keep
onen a mine that was not embraced within
the one rompany operating at Collie, and it
wag necessary to farve the possibility of ghtain-
ing cori of a similar nature to give us a
field on which to orerate in years to come.
The member for Collie (Mr. Wilson) knows
that right along the line I have held that if
we could eet the engine-drivers up to the point
where, subject tn the allocation being satis-
factory, they would use all local cosl, we
would burn 100 per cent. of Collie coal. At
the first conference, when the representa-
tives of the mine owners, the miners and
the engine-drivers met

Hon, P. Collier: When I was Minister I
broke down their opposition by deciding off
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my own bat that they would have to use Collie
eon] whether they liked it or not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I admit
that, Although a Minister may decide on a
cerlain course of action, if the engine-drivers
using the coal tuke such a firm stand as they
proposed to do—tbey almost threatened to
strike—-—-

Hon. P, Collier: They were threatening me
all the time 1 was there because they wanted
to take no ceal at all from a couple of mines.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for Collie knows I ingisted that those
mines should receive fair treatment, sabject to
an agreement being arrived at between the
intere.ted porties. The whole of the parties
interested came to an agreement. The Com-
missioner said when he noticed the letter
from the Crown Solicitor on the question of
policy, his attention was directed to the min-
uie from which I have just ¢uoted. ‘The
position, however, has not altered in the
slightest degree, except as regards the basis
upon which the values of the coal from the
respective mines shoild be arrived at. Under
the agreement, in the event of the tribunal
reducing the price of Collie coal, the priee to
the Railway Department is automatically re-
duced, If the Arbitration Court reduecs the
wages of the men n the coal industry, the
price of coal to the department is automati-
cally redueed. We have retained the alloea-
tion of coal to the different mines on the
same basis as previously, a basis to which
the interested parties have agreed, and there
is no change, except that the Commissioner
has made & three-years’ contract in order
to have coal available to the railways
without any question whatsoever.

Mr. Wilson: The miners’ wages are based
on a sliding scale according to the price of
coal.

Hon. P. Collier: The point 3s that if the
price of coal comes down, then wages como
down. That is not quite the same thing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is the
same as regards the agrecment.

Hon. P. Collier: No, it i8 not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, un-
der the agreement made by the Commissioner
it is clearly stated that in the event of the
eost of production being reduced, either by
the tribunal or by other means, the reduction
ghall apply under the agreement. The Staie
will get the full benefit. Every peany red-e-
tion in the price of Collie coal works out at a
saving of £1,000 per annum to the department.
The Commissioner of Railways elaims that
under the conditions of thiz agreement he will
be able to overcome the many diffi-ulties that
arose jreviously, and there will he a difference
in the price of coal representing a savino of
£3,000 annually te the departrent. There
may be differences of opinion on that, but the
Commissioner is gnite satisfied, from the
opinions of those in a resition to technically
advise him, that that result will be attained,
because of the system of arriving at the b.t.u.
value of the coals from the different mines
gand the basis upon which they will be paid
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tor. The jprice, however, is definitely fixed
by the coal tribumnal.

Hon. P. Collier: The file does not show that
any officer advised him, It shows that the
Commi-sioner worked it out.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I think
Mr. Evans and Mr. Backshall, as well as the
Commissioner, dealt with it, Mr. Evans being
advised on the fechnieal side by Mr. Lumb.
The Commissioner assures me he has arrived
at his conclusions on the opinions of the ex-
pert oflicers of his department. I wish to
make this point because of the rumours in
circulation concerning me, The ' Worker'’
pewspaLper thought it bad discovered some-
thing of tremendous moment. I admit the
whole argument was purely political and on

political mattere I am  not sufficiently
thin-skinned to worry very much. It
was suggested that the statement sav-
oured of libel. That does not matter,

These are the facts, as disclosed in the files.
I never digcussed this question with the
Commissioner either by telephone or by
minute to a greater extent than has already
been stated by the member for Collie (Mr.
Wilson), I had no idea that & contract for
the supply of coal had been made by the
Commissioner until the Leader of the
Opposition asked the question.

Hon, P. Collier: I accepted that state-

ment.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I know
that, and so d4id the editor of the

‘““Worker,’”’ He offered to make that defi-
nite statement when another party to the
agreement drew attention to the actual
facts, but he has not yet done it. What-
¢ver our ideas on political questions may be,
we ought to realise that for too long we
bhave becen adopting the attitude of trying
to obtain a party advantage by endeavour-
ing to damage tbe personal character of the
inclividual, It does oot refleet well on mem-
bers and others that they should adopt that
attitude. That uvnfortumately is what has
arisen on this debate,

Hoii, P. Collier: Not on this debate.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. Some
memberg opposite kept on asking questions
that had a particular inference. It was
strange, they said, that the Commissioner
should adopt this attitude; it required soma
explanation. The inference was that I must
have had a hand in the matter irrespective
of my declaration to the contrary. [ am
glad to say the Leader of the Oppositicn
adopted an entirely different attitade., [
give this out to whoever likes to hear it.
Any of my political actions, either as MMin-
ister or a3 a member, in connection with
any of these matters on which I bave been
seandalised, is open to the fullest investiga-
tion 1he moment it iz asked for. I have
heard all sorts of rumours. When the Pre-
mier announced that T was retiring from
Cabinet to take up another position, the
first thing T heard was that I had gone into
the sandalwood business. The next thing
wag that T was going to take over the Collie
mines. Then I was gaid to be cumbining
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the two thinga. In the West Australian
Club §t was said I had combined sandalwood
with the Collie mines and was in the thick
of a beantiful ramp. The facts are that 1
am to be paid a salary under agreement,
which is available for inspection by any
member,

Mr. Hughes: The West Awustralian Club
is not associated with us,

The MINISTER FPOR MINES: I do not
say it is. ] have drawn attention to the
attitude of the ‘*Worker,’’ of which I am a
shareheolder.

Hon, P. Collier: There are no workers in
the West Australian Club.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
recognised as a scandalmongering piace, and
what is said there docs not affect me. We
ought to be careful what we say for the
purpose of making inferences and trying to
impart these infercnces to the public against
any public man. All sorts of stutements
have been circulated, the outcome of infer-
ences, and Royal Commissions have been
appointed to inquire into them. When the
Commissioners have brought in their find-
ings it has been shown that there was
nothing +in the statements made. I had
nothing to do with the Collie ¢oal eontract.
From the point of view of the State the
Commissioner did the right thing. My
acceptance of a position with the Westra-
lian Motors Company has nothing to do
either with the conclusion or the considera-
tion of the agreement made by the Commis-
sioner on behalf of the Governmént., Now
I come to other matters that count. The
Leader of the Opposilion referred to the
astonishing fact that wages had decreased
while salaries had inereased. That is not
quite correct.

Mr, McCallum: You made that statement,
and the Leader of the Opposition tripped
You up on it.

The MINTSTER ¥YOR MINES: The
Leader of the Oppogition made it by way
of interjection.

Mr. McCallum: He pieked you up.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. He
can answer for himself, The average wage
paid has not decreased in spite of the re-
duction in the basic wage of from 13s. 4d.
to 12s. 10d8. On the 30th June, 1922, there
were 6,330 wages men employed in the rail-
ways, earning at the rate of £1,410,794 per
annum, giving an average of £222 17s. 6d.
per man per year,

Mr. Hughes: Ta that inclusive of over-
time?

The MINISTER FOR M:[NES It tis the
average rate paid. Ona the 30th June, 1923,
there were 6,259 men employed, earning
£1,395.113, an average of £222 17s. 11d. per
man per year. The inerease is only 5d. per
man per year, but it is an increase and not
a decrease,

Mr. Hughes: Due to overtime through
retrenchment.

Hon. P. Collier: Is that for the wages
slaff'?
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.

Hon, P. Collier: But the wages have been
veduend,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The aver-
age uwalary to the 30th June, 1922, for the
salaried staff was £286 3s. In 1923 it was
£287 19s. 8d., an increase of £1 16s. 8d. for
the salaried meun. The main reason why
there are no decreases, although the basic
wage has been decreased, is beeause there
is such a small proporiton of the men in the
service on the basie wage; nearly all aro
above it. The cffeet bas not been along the
lines members have indicated, namely, that
hecause the basic wage has been reduced
the men in the service have been redured
proportionately.

Mr. Hughes: There has been a lot of
overtime eonsequent upon retrenchment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
speaking of the average earnings of the
men in the Railway Department.

Mr. Hughes They had to work overtime
1o get it

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The redne-
tion that was accepted voluntarily by men
in the service was 6d. a day. A similar
amount was accepted voluntardy by the
salaried staff.

Mr, McCallum: It was not aecepted volan-
tarily. It was given by the Arbitration
Court award so far as the Amalgamated
Society was concerned.

The MINISTER FOR MINEE: No. Even
up to the Chief Meehanical Engineer a re-
duction of 6d. a day was accepted volun-
tarily by the salaried men in the same way
as was done by the wages men.

Mr. McCallom: It was started by the de-
cigion of the Arbitration Court in the case of
the Amalgamated Society. The salaried men
gencrally were not reduced.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The sal-
aried men accepted a voluntary reduction in
the same ratio as was the case with the wages
men. )

Hon. P. Collier: That section of the sal-
aried staff, who did wmot have their salaries
compulsorily reduced.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There was
no compulsory reduction in the salaried staff.
The compulsory rcduction by the Arbitration
Court of 6d. a day applied to the wages men,
and the esalaried men aceepted voluntarily a
similar reduction.

Mr. McCallum: As an alternative to going
to the court.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
saying why they did so.

Hon, P. Collier: My point did not relate to
that. You were indicating where salaries
have been increased, and T wondered why that
wag so when the basic wage had been de-
creased.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The basie
wage has been reduced, but not the average
wape. That i3 an entirely different thing.

Hon. P. Collier: No.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Only about
280 men on the 4thour week earning 14s. a



(8 NovEMBER, 1923.]

day and 325 men on the 48-hour week earning
12s. 10d. a day were on the basic wage. This
ig less than 10 per eent. of the employees on
wages, the remainder being junior workers
who are below the basic wage for adults, or
the soperior class of workers who receive
more than the basie wage. The reduction of
the basic wage did not have a serions effect
in reducing the average wage paid to the men
in the service.

Mr. McCailum: That is a misleading state-
ment. How many employees are there on the
basic wage? There is a basic wage for all the
different classes of work in the railways, and
there was a reduction in each case. You are
taking the basic wage at 13s. 84.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I said 14s.
The Commissioner says there are only 280
men on the 44-hour week earning 14s. a day
and 325 on the 48-hour week earning 12s. 10d.
a day.

Mr. MeCallum: There are 80 many different
basic wages. You are quoting them at 14s.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: What I
have said shows that the average wage paid
to the men in the service has nol been re-
duced during the last 12 months.

Mr. Hughes: What about the overtimef

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
care about that.

Mr., Hughes: Why not tell the whole of the
trutht

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
argue with the hon. member, A railway sys-
tem operating to the extent which ours does
is bound to have anomalies. If the depart-
ment remove one anomaly, they create another,
If they adjust the matter of freight on a
pig from ome point fo another point, some-
body else forwarding a calf skin will have a
ecomplaint. It suggests itself to me that the
man mentioned by the member for Katanning
(Mr. A. Thomson) as forwarding the calf
skin, must have stolen the calf and killed it,
and then sent away the skin so that nothing
conld be traced. Imagine a man in Katan-
ning doing as we are told when he could have
simply sold the calf skin to a merchant!
These thinrs have nothing to do with railway
administration. Again, there is the question
of seales. The member for Katanning knows
that the type of seales he speaks of is the
Avery type, which can be moved in a cart
without difficulty; or else the weights can be
taken away, the scale thua being rendered use-
less. What i3 the use of putting a secale of
that sort at a siding?

Mr. A. Thomson: The settlers will gnaran-
tee to look after the acale.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The set-
tlers will guarantee anvthing without finan-
cial responsibilty. However, during recent
months the Railway Department have evolved
a poliey for providing scales where the traffic
justifies it. If an association of settlers, or
the local branch of the Primary Producers’
Association, will undertake to nurchase seales
on a time payment basis, the department wil}
provide a set at the Ineal siding. The
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association or branch can operate the
seales and colleet all the fees, and pay the
department baeck as they get the money.
From the hon. member’s complaint it is evi-
dent that somebody got a poand of tea from
town and was not certain he was receiving the
proper weight, and therefore wanted scales to
weigh the pound of tea—after which he would
probably pet away with the scales. It is not
a responsibility of the Raiiway Department to
weigh comnmodities for the purpose of com:-
mercial sale.

My, A, Thomson: I never said se.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But that
i3 what the hon. member wants us to do.

Mr, A, Tbomson: Why do you have acales
at other stations?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: RBecausc
there is someone in attendanece at them.

Mr, Mann: You cannot have sealea at un-
attended sidings.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Both the
gidings which have been mentioned had some-
one in charge when the seales were put there,
The member for Guildford (Mr, Davies) and
other memhers suggested the reduction of
fares and freights. After all, it is one thing
to make suggestions which are popular, and
it i3 another thing to apply those sug-
gestions and at the same time justify their
applieation. Tt would be simple and popular
and easy to say, ‘' We will make a reduction
of 10 per cent. in fares, and a similar redue-
tion in freights.’’ But when, at the end of
the year, the Treasurer brought down a
budget with a huge deficit, everybody would
say, ‘‘What sort of humbug is this?’’ Mem-
bers may be able to curry favour by suggest-
ing all these reductions, but they forget, at
all ecvents for the moment, that they are
equally responsible with the Treasurer for
seeing that as far as practicable, without in-
jury being done to our industries, the railway
ledger is made to balance. The time has not
yet arrived when we can make substantial
reductions. A concession of 10 per eent.
might be granted in respeet of workers’
tickets or fares in the metropolitan area, but
it would never be noticed. The amount of
the reduction would be so small, relatively
to the fares now being charged, that the
individual would never know he had had the
benefit of it. Nothing less than a reduetion
of 25 or 33 per cent. would be appreciable;
and then the Government would loge £27,000
in a direction where they could ill afford the
Joss. Before any reduction is made in re-
gpect of a twopenny or sixpenny railway
ticket, the man outback who has to carry his
goods hundreds of miles over the railways and
then anything from 50 up to a ecouple of hun-
dred miles by team in order to carry onr an
industry essential to the very life of this
community, should receive consideration. The
member for Guildford (Mr. Davies) suggests
that if we do not reduce suburban fares, the
motor buses will take all the metropolitan
traffic away from the railways. If the motoras
can run in eompetition with the railways and
give a better gervics at a cheaper rate, the
workers have nothing to complain about. Let
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them use the motors. But the Railway De-
pattment cannot pay a living wage to its
employees and work the railways and main-
tain the system if a sebstantial reduction is
made, .

Mr. Heron: There ehould be a higher tax
on motors,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We must
ask the users of the railways to pay a reason-
able return for the service rendered. All
the Australian railway systems are in the same
pesition as regards motor competition.

Mr. Marshall: No railway system in any
part of the world ean compete with motors
over a short distance,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
propose to discuss the matter further, except
to add that a lot could be done if we had
unlimited funds available. Under the con-
ditigns prevailing we can do 10 more than
see the finaneial year out. If at the end of
the current financial year we balance the rail-
way ledger, then we ought to consider the
question of reductions in charges. In the
meantime, I am afraid, the existing state of
affairs must continue,

Item, Chief Traffic Manager, £876:

Hon. P. COLLIER: The general discussion
kaving closed, I bave a few words to offer in
connection with the trafic branch. I do
not wish to pursue at length the question of
the Commissioner’s action with regard to the
new coal agieement. I have listened to the
Commissioner’s explanation as just delivered
by the Minister, and T read what I took to
be an explanation from the Commissioner in
the leading article published by the *“West
Australian’’ this morning. Notwithstanding
what has been stated I see no reason what-
ever to alter or withdraw onme word of what
I uttered on Tuesday evening.

The Minister for Mines: I would not ex-
peet you to do that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If a ease could be put
up I would be prepared to alter my state-
ments. However, assert that nothing has
been said by the Minister, and that, in spite
of this morning’s leading article, nothing haa
been printed which would eall for the
alteration of any man’s opinion as ex-
presged two days ago in this Chamber.
Tt is true that on two points there was no
change of policy. The question of wapes
conld not be affeeted or altered by the Com-
misgsioner or the Minister. The question of
the allocation of orders amongst the various
companies was determined at a conference
three years ago, and it was generally ac-
cepted by all concermed. There was no de-
sire to alter that arrangement either on the
part of the Railway Department or the others
eoneerned.

The Minister for Mines:
in August of this year.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Notwithstanding that,
the Commissionrer had no right to sign the
eontract without reference to the Minister,
For that reason alone, irrespective of
the question of policy, he shounld not

It was reviewed
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have don¢ so. There were two important
alterations iz the agreement as compared
with the one submitted to the Minister,
and approved three years ago. T re-
gret that the elause which provides for
three months’ notice in the event of the cam-
callation of the agreement, was omitted, for
that clause was most vital and important.

The Minister for Mines: It does not apply
to both.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It was in the agree-
ment made three years ago, and it gave the
right to either side to canecel the agreement
after three month’s notice.  The Commis-
sioner has omittad that clause and he should
have consulted the Minister on that point.
In signing up the agreement without that
clauge the Commissioner failed to proteet the
interests of the State.

The Minister for Mines: I do not think so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The ‘“West Austra-
lian’’ this morning claimed that the old
agreement had given rise to mnch trouble,
snd assumed that the new agreement was
perfect. They also assumed that the Com-
missioner had really protected the interesta
of the State, inasmuch as he had assured for
the railways a safe supply of coal for the
next three years. The asuggestion was that
the Commissioner had tied the companies np
by assuring the three years’ supply under an
agreement from which the company could noé
escape. That is absurd. It is the Commis-
gioner who has tied himself np, and nof the
company.

The Minister for Mines: WNothing of the
gort, The Commissioner has not tied himself
up.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There was no need to
make an agreement with the eompany. The
Railway Department is really in a position to
dietate terms to the company at any time.

The Minister for Mines: No it is not.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Sixty per cent. of the
ontput is distributed through the Railway
Department. What justifieation has the Com-
miggioner for assmming that experience will
not develop similar, or other difficulties, with
regard to the new agreement? It has been
szid that the old agreement was unsatisfae-
tory to both parties, and that it has been con-
stantly referred to during two and a half
years. What justification there is for that
I do not know, nor what justification there is
for the assumption that the Commissioner has
now secured an agreement regarding which
no fanlt whatever can he found. What is
the basis for the assumption, so far as his
general knowledge, ability and judgment are
concerned ragarding the handling of contracts
of this kind, that it will be faultless for the
next three wvears? Yet there will be no
escape from it. Experience of years gone by
shows that there has been grumbling and
continual disagreement.

The Minister for Mines: There ia provision
made in the evert of any difficulty arising
in connection with the agreement.

Hon. P. COLLIER: For whatf
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The Minister for Mines: For reference to
an arbitrator, who is named,

Hon. P. COLLIER: They always had thai
clause. TUnder the old agreement there was
prevision for the settlement of disputes by
arbitration, and the only alteration i3 to sub-
stitute the Inspector of DMines at (ollie
for the fuimer arbitrator. Talk about
the Commissioner assuring a supply of ecoal
for the next three years! His supply is as-
sured even if there were no agreement at all.
The department carried on from 1915 to 1920
without any agreement.

The Minister for Mines: They did not.

Hon. P. COLLIER: TYes, they did.

The Minister for Mines: It was by mutual
arrapgerhent.

Hon. P, COLLIER: There were times when
Mr. Short, as Commissioner for Railways, did
not desire to have any agreement. He wanted
to be free to negotiate with the companies
from month to month, or from year to year,
according to the alterations necessary for the
working of the department. Now, no matter
how barmful or disadvantageous this agree-
ment may prove to be during the mnext three
Yeers, the Commissioner is tied down to it.

The Minister for Mines: It will not be
harmful, Why do you assume it will be?

Hon. P. COLLIER: From past experience.
The Minister knows perfectly well that there
has been continual frietion in comnection with
other agreements with the Railway Depart-
ment. This matter was a source of infinite
worry io me when I was in charge of the
Railway Department. Matters connected with
Collie coal and the contracts were constantly
eropping ump. Despite the experience of the
past few years, we are now told that this is
a perfect agreement.

The Minister for Mines: They do not say
that.

[Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

Hon, P, COLLIER: When the agreement
was drawn up three yearas ago, the expert
opinion available in the department was
brought to bear in framing it. They con-
gidered it was satisfactory from the depart-
mental point of view, The dJepartment
drafted it without much c¢onsultation with
the company at the time. It was submitted
subsequently 1o the Government and later oun
to the company. Mr. Lynn, in aceepting it,
said he was doubtful about it. He did not
discuss it very much, but at the time he said
he was doubtful whether it eould be carried
out. Both parties now say that that agree-
ment was unsatisfactory and did not work
smoothly at all. After that experience dur-
ing the three-year period, what justification
has the Commissioner for vrging that perfee-
tion has been reanched in this agreement?
From the standpoint of ordinary business
precaution he should have retained that sav-
ing clause regarding the notice of termination
of the agreement, becanse anything may de-
velop within six months, a year, or two years.
No harm could eome from making provision
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a8 I have suggested. If the contractor exer-
ciged hig right under the agreement and can-
celled it, the Commissioner would have threa
months in which to negotiate a new agree-
ment with the company. If at any time the
contractor decided to do that, the Com-
missioner would not be at a disadvantage.
and therefore in this respeect he would hold
the key to the situation, im that the
companies would be compelled, by force
of circumstances, to yield largely to
his wishes in the matter because depend-
ent on him for the disposal of af
least 60 per cent. of their coal, From a
business point of view there is mo justification
for the omission of that clause. Three years
ago the Commissioner, in a minute instruct-
ing the Chief Mechamical Engineer to prepare
a draft,specially dirceted that provision shounld
be made for 20 per cent. of our requirements
being left out of the contract. In the event
of new mines being discovered, and having
regard to the possibility of briquetting and of
pulverised coal, be desired to have the
margin of 20 per cent. so that he might
allocate that percentage to anything that
might develop. Since then the Mines De-
partment has spent £3,816 in boring on the
Irwin field.

T;me Minister for Mines: What have they
got

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know the quality ot
the coal is not very promising, but the mem
at work there happen to be constituents of
mine, four miners from PBoulder.

The Minister for Mines: They certainly
cannot produee muech coal during the next
three years.

Hoen. P. COLLIER: Possibly not, but a six
months’ option has been taken over it by a
man associated with the managément of one
of the Kalgoorlie mines. He is endeavouring
to raise eapital in Melbourne.

The Minister for Bailways: Anyhow, they
will have a ready market in the Midland Rail-
way Company.

Hon, P, COLLIER: I do not know., They
might easily turn ou} more coal than the
Midland Company would want to fake from
them. However, I am not saying that the
appearance of the Irwin field at presemt in-
dicates that they will be raising coal during
the currency of the apreement. But on the
Wilga field the Mines Department have spent
over £8,000 in boring for coal. There is on
the file a newspaper clipping showing the
result of the boring, and that promising seams
have been cut. The report is dated the ¥nd
August, 1923. According to it, they were
about to float & company to open up the mines.
If they should be able to do that, it would not
take three years, for the mines could he
opened up in 12 months.

The Minister for Mines; No, ask the mem-
ber for Collie.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I believe he will agree
with me. A tremendous amount of work can
be dove in 12 months. Buppose a eoal sup-
erior to Collie coal were to be found in the
Geraldton district. TUnder the terms of the
agreement the department would still have to
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haul the inferior coal all the way from Collie
right uvp to Geraldton. It is only a business
precaution that the Commissioner should be
protected in that respect. If a new coalfield
were discovered it would put the Railway De-
partment in a better position to megotiate
with the old firms; so it would have been only
an ordinary business precaution to have ob-
served that 20 per cent. margin. The Com-
migsioner himself thought so three years ago,
and the prospects of finding a new ficld are
brighter to-day than they were then.

The Minister for Mines: Except at Wilga,
there is no advantage in opening up new
mines of the same class of eoal.

Hon, I, COLLIER: There might be con-
siderable advantage to the Railway Depart:
ment, beeause it might mean getting coal 1. a
ton cheaper.

The Minister for Mines: That eannot be
done, for the priee is already fixed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But if the new com-
pany were willing to take less.

The Minister for Mines: It would not mat-
ter. Ask the member for Collie again.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The coal tribunal ean
say, ‘* You have to pay a certain price for the
eoal’’; that is what they have done. But if
a company say, ‘‘We do not want that; wu
will take 1s. less,”’ the tribunal could not
compel the company to accept the extra 1s,

The Minister for Mines: No, but the men
at Collie would not permit of any reduction.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister, suvrely,
does not hold that there is no advantage in
the opening up of more coalfields!

The Minister for Mines: There i3 ne ad-
vantage in opening up more fields in the same
plaee.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, even in the same
place, of eourse it is an advantage. The Min-
ister knows that the price of eoal has been
foreed up sinee there has been a monopoly.

The Minister for Mines: I like that! After
the member for Collie has taken credit for
having brought about an increase in priee,
you are now hlaming the eompany.

Hon. P. COLLTER: The company were as-
sociated in it. The directors went to Mel-
bourne.

The Minister for Mines: The member for
Collia knows what happeuned.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know tbe company
were keen on getting the inerease.

The Minister for Mines: The men got it
just the same.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The company got an
increase, and the men got an increase. Does
the Minister say that a body established be-
eanse of conditions arising out of the war can
keep going for ever? I should like to know
why that body ig still in existence.

The Minister for Mines: It is nothing to do
with me,

Hon. P. COLLIER: XNo, but I ask why
there should sitill be in existence a
body appointed because of war conditions?
Ts il to remain a permanent institution? Why
bave we not got baek to tendering in open
competition, as before the war? Why are the
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coal owners, both here and in the Eastern
States, protected by regulations issued to
meet war necessities?

The Minister for Mines: The men are pro-
tected by that tribunal just as mueh as are
the eoal companies.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I agres.

The Minister for Mines: Well, say it that
way. Don’'t half say it.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I am not. Why are
the companies and the men not back to pre-
war conditions?

Mr. Wilson:
the same way?

Hon. P. COLLIER: They have never had
the same protection.

Mr. Wilson: They got an increase in wages.

Haon, P. COLLIER: From the Arbitration
Court; but this is a tribunal that fixes the
price of coal.

The Minister for Mines:
wages of the men are fixed.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I know.

The Minister for Mines: There is not so
much protection for the company as there is
for the men.

Hen. . COLLTER: Probahiy they are
fifty-Bfty in it. We know perfectly well that
if the wage earner can get an increase of
wages or a cvoal owner an inerease for his
commodity, he will get it. That is only
buman nature,

The Minister for Mines: I know the coal
miners well enough to say they will not permit
an increase in any other circumstances.

Hon, P. COLLIER: If that is the attitude
it is of no use opening vp a new field. Why
is the Minister throwing away £5,800 of Gov-
ernment funds in looking for a new field?
What advantage will it be to the State to
open up a new field?

The Minister for Mines:
for better coal.

Hon. P. COLLIER:
not found it yet.

Why not the gold miners in

On which the

We are looking

And the Minister has
He does mot know
whether a better coal will be struck in
the next three years. Suppese coal was
struck of a quality equal to Newcastle,
the {(‘ommissioner for Railways would
not be permitted to take a ton of
jt. The Commissioner is not justified in as-
suming there is no better coal in the State.
If at Wilga coal were struck equal to the
quality of Neweastle eoal, the Commisgioner
would he helpless. He is committed to this
agreement for three years and can take noth-
ing else.

The Minister for Mines:
at possibilties.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Any man making a
contract miust logk at the possibilities. Even
a man running a little shop must consider all
the possibilities and proteet himself in the
event of the unlikely happening. More par-
ticularly would he protect himself when he
had nothing at all te gain by agreeiny to that
provision. The Commissioner had nothing to
gain by agreeing to that provision.

The Minister for Mines: He thinks he had-

You are lookiog



[8 NovemsEr, 1023.]

Hon. P. COLLIER: He has failed to show
it and the article in this morning’s newspaper
fails to show it.

The Minister for Mines: He is Josing noth-
ing and your proposal would make it diffieult
with the miners at Collie,

Hon. P. COLLIER: XNobody ecan say
whether he is losing anything, but there is a
possloility of hie losing something. What non-
sense it is to say that coal seperior to Coilie
eoal will net be discovered in Western Aus-
trolia in the next three years! That is what
the Commissioner is banking on,

The Minister for Mines: It is equally non-
aense to say a better coal will be discovered
in three years.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Xothing of the kind.
Until the results of the boring at Wilga were
known, the Minister had no idea whether the
quality of the coal wag inferior or superior
to that of Collie coal.

The Minister for Mines: We know now.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The Minister does not
know that better coal will not be struck. The
Commissioner had nothing to gain by agree-
ing to that provision. He did not benefit one
iota. He has taken eonsiderable risk by omit-
ting a clause providing for the cancellation of
the agreement. There is not one word in the
evewash appearing in the ‘* West Australian’’
this morning to justify the omission of a
clause to terminate the agreement. To insist
upon such a clause was an ordinary business
precaution that any man should have taken.
Seeing that two alterations were made in the
contract, it was the duty of the Commissioner
to comsult the Minister. Even though the
agrcement was largely on the lines of the
previous agreement in other respects, it is not
an unimportant matter to sign up a contraet
involving an expenditure of £230,000 a vear
for three years. Surely sueh a contract was
waorthy of a telephone message to the Min-
ister!

The Minister for Mines: He had to get the
coal whether he made a contract to spend the
meney or not. The amount of money is not
involved.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Commissioner
might have kept the Minister informed of
what was going on. The faet of the Com-
missioner having acted otherwise does not
indicate a proper relationship between him
and the Minister. The Minister should have

heard <¢f the new contract before it
was mentioned in this House. The Com-
missioner shonld not have placed his
Minister in the position of being toid
by a man in the street of something

affecting his own department.

The Minister for Mines: You got hold of
it before T did; that is all, and it is not an
unusral thing.

Hon, P. COLLIER: T did not get hold of it
until three weeks after the agreement was
completed.

The Minister for Mines:
it before I did.

Hon. P, COLLIER: But the Minister should
have known of this eontract before it was

You got hold of
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completed. Three years ago he was consulted
a{ every stage of the agreement.

The Minister for Mines: No, I was not,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister was.

The Minister for Mines: Not on the ques-
tion of policy.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, the Minister knew
everything. This year the Commisgsioner ig-
nored him. He has signed up a contract, and
it will be miraculous if it works smoothly and
without giving rise to complaint for three
years, seeing that the previcous agreement gave
rise to 30 much controversy. The old agree-
ment ' was responsible for a elaim against the
department for £12,000, which was ultimately
compromised and settled by the payment of
£3,250. As a result of the difference hetween
the department and the ecompany, notice was
given to cancel the agrecement. Yet the Com-
misgioner now assumes he has reached the very
aeme of knowledge in the drawing up of
agrecments, Nothing of the kind will ocenr
again. This agreement is perfection itself.
It will work smoothly. There can be no pos-
gible reason for either him or the company de-
giring to cancel it. That is the attitude he is
assuming. If he was given some genuine ad-
vantage to compensate for the omission of
that clause, he might be justified.

The Minister for Mines: He claims that he
is.

Hon. P. COLTIER: But there is not one
serap of proof of that.

The Minister for Mines: That is only your
opinion. His opinion differs.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Y am as capable ns is
the Commissioner of judging the worth of an
argument. The best case that has been put
up for the Commissioner was that set ont in
the ‘“West Australian’’ this morning.

The Minister for Mines: I do not know
that he is respomsible for it.

Hon. P, COLLIER: T think he must have
hecn. Tt is almost word for word with the
ease cited by the Minister. 1 say nothing
about that. The ‘‘West Australian’’ heard
my gide and, after having perused the files,
would he justified in getting the views of the
other side. Having got the views of the Com-
migsioner, they were justified in working wp
the best possible case. Bot there is not one
word in the argument that justifies the omis-
sion of a clause giving power to cancel the
contract. The ‘*West Australian’’ says the
Commissioner has made a good deal, in that he
iy sure of a comstznt supply of coal for the
next three years. Anyone with a knowledge
of the industry knows that is merely ayewasb
for the bepefit of the public, because there
can be no doubt in any circumstanees what-
soever as to the seeurity of the department in
obtaining coal for the next three years or
even the next 30 years. What else conldt tne
eompanies do but supply coal? The Commis-
sioner could get his coal at any time. If the
clause had been included, and the contract
was cancelled six or 12 months hence, the
companies would not rlese down their mines,
bt would negotizte for & new apreement.



1434

The department ¢ould not suffer by the taking
of precautions in the makin% of this contraet.
On these two points the Commissiomer has
failed lamentably to justify his action and
protect the interests of the State.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: My deflnite
opinion is that the Commissioner of Railways
has not fajled.

Hon. P. Collier: That is your opinion,

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Yes, and
the hon. member is entitled to hold his.
After careful consideration I take the view
that the Commissioner has not failed. He
has made an agreement that will serve well
the department he is administering, and
for which he is answerable to Parliament.
I it does not have this effect, he will still
bLave to answer for it.

Hon. P, Collier: Tt will be too late then,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is all
bunkum,

Hon. P. Collier; It s not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Too many
people want to pre-judge a man, ingtead of
giving him an opportunity to prove his
worth. The Leader of the Opposition has
waxed ecloquent and wrathful over some-
thing he does not thoroughly understand.

Hop. P, Collier: Tt is only an ordinary
* ~-inpss precaution, and T have the past
three years' experience tc guide me,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member can have the past 30 years’ experi-
ence behind him. When the matter is final-
ised and the Commissioner ¢an answer for
what he has done, I am sure the Leader of
the Opposition will ind he has heen wrong
in pre-judging him in this matter.

Hon, P. Collier: But it is an ordinary
buginess precaution.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Com-
missioner has stated definitely that on the
advice of men who ought to know all about
the details, he has made an agreement satis-
factory to the department.

Hon. T. Collier: The file does not show
that anyone advised bim on this question.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: T do¢ not
cure what the file shows. That is what the
Commissioner told me.

Hon. P, Collier: The minute on the file
says he has made a favourable agreement
in regard to price.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
1.ender of the Opposition has his opinion,
and I have mine, We differ, that is all.
He contends that the Commissioner shonld
never bave made a countract for three years.

Hon. P. Collier: T did not say that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: At all
events, without consulting his Minister.

Hon. P. Collier: i)r with this clause in the
agreement,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the
Commissioner had congsulted me, I should
prebably have taken the matter to Cabinet
to aevertain their views as to whether it
was desirable, in the face of the knowledge
we have, to make a three years’ agreement.

[ASSEMBLY.)

But the Commisgioner made the agreement,
and must carry the responsibility for doing
g0. He is being paid £2,000 a year to carry
this responsibility., If it is proved at the
end of 12 months that what he anticipated
has not happened, it will show that he has
either been hadly advised by those officers
who are paid to advise him, or that he has
misjudged the pesition. Tt is not fair, how-
ever, to continually pre-judge a man who is
holding so responsible a position as he ie

Hon, P. Collier: This is not pre-judging
him. I am jeudging him by the past,

The MINISTER TOR MINES: The con-
ditions of the past agreement are entirely
Aifferent.

Hon. I’ Collier: T am judging by what
lie has done, not by what he may de.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member is pre-judging him on the new
agreement,

Hon, P. Collier: How ecan 1?7 T am eriti-
eising the new agreement, but that is not
pre-judging him. Thjs is what has been
done under the new agreement.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This was
prepured on the advice of the men who
ought to be able to tell him something of
the matter, He made this new arrangement
for the fixing of the basis on which he ahball
pay for his coals, and their relative values
in the nrines. He may be right or wrong.

Hon, P, Collier: The files do not show
that he obtained any such advice,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The agree-
ment provides—

The above price is based on the mining
rate and conditions now current at Collie,
and any increase or decrcase in the
present cost of production due to changes
made by Goverament or othér competent
authority, of whatever kind, which enters
inte the cost of production or preparation
of the said coal shall be added to or de-
ducted from the price hercin fixed.

Hon. P, Coilier: That is all in regard to
the price.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES:
surelv affecta the position of the three
vears’ contrict, ‘*Who knows,’’ said the
Leader of the Opposition, ‘‘whether there
will not be the same troubles under this
agreement as occurred under the old agree-
ment?'’ TIf this is not definite encugh I do
unot know what s, for the ngreement says—

If auy question or difference shall arise
bhetween the parties hereto or their respec-
tive representatives touching these pre-
sents or the construction thereof or as
to the rights, duties, or obligations of any
person thereunder, or as to any other
matter in anywise grising out of or conm-
nected with the sobject matter of these
presents, the same shall be referred to the
arbitration of the Inspector of Mines at
Collie whose decision, interim or final,
shall be binding on all parties.

Hon. P, Collier: There was exactly the
same paragraph in the lasf agreement, and
yet the company found it necessary to can-
eel it.

That
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for Collie (Mr. Wilson) can tell the
Leader of the Opposition about that. It did
oot have the same definite wording in re-
gard to arriving at the ealorifie value of
the coal.

Hon., P. Collier: It is precisely the same
wording as to arbitration. Any matters in
dispute were to be referred to arbitration.
Notwithstanding that, the company found
it necessary to cancel the agrecment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They were
within their rights in doing so.

Hon, P, Collier: In the interests of the
company.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: On this
matter I am eotirely in disagreement with
the Leader of the Opposition. The Commis-
sioner has made a bargain that is satisfac-
tory to all parties. The Leader of the
Opposition must remember it is not a ques-
tion of the railways or the companies zlone;
it is a question of the men engaged in the
indusiry as well. 1 challenge him, tin the
presence of the member for Collie, to quote
a single instance, since T have been in Par-
liament, when I have not always guarded
ithe interests of the men engaged in the
industry.

Hon. P. Collier: That is apart from my

point. It has nothing to do with the agree-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It has
a lot to do with the agreement. T suggest

the T.eader of the Opposition should discuss
this question with the miners’ union at Collic
and see what they think.

Hon. P. Collier: The miners’ union did not
ask for the elimination of the clause I am
dealing with.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I warn
the hon. member he will find they will ap-
prove of it.

Hon, P, Collier: They do not care whether
it is in or out.

Mr. Lutey: No fear.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
fearing anything. I know the temper of
the men at Colhie. They will prefer to be
on a substantial basis with three years’ work
ahead of them. When dealing with the
traffic question I omitted to mention the mat-
ter referred to by the member for Kalgoor-
lie, following upon the motion he moved but
withdrew, in connection with the Wooroloo
Sanatorium. This deals with concessions to
relatives of patients in the Wooroloo Sana-
torium. Tn respect to persons travelling from
the conntry to the Wooroloo Sanatorinm,
arrangements have Dbeen made whereby the
husband, wife, parent, or child of any patient
may travel to Perth (there being no accom-
modation at Wooroloo) by paying ordinary
single fare, and, on production of certificate
signed by the Medical Officer at the Sana-
torium, a return ticket will be granted free of
cost. This concession will he allowed only
once per quarter excepi in the case of the
serious illness of a patient, when a certificate
may be issued at the discretion of medical
officer. This means that the relatives of any
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inmate in the Wooroloo Sanatorinm in the
person of the husbard, wife, parent, or child
may travel from any point on the railway
gystem to Wooroloo by paying the ordinary
single fare. At Wooroloo they will require
to get a certificate from the doctor that they
have visited the patient or relative, and, on
that certificate being presented to the Rail-
way Deparement, a free pass will be granted
to enable them to return to their homes. This
will be given once a quarter. In the case of
a serious illness or the patient being in a dan-
gerous condition, and these people being called
upon to go to the Sanatorivm by order of
the medical officer, similar conditions will pre-
vail, although they may have had such a con-
cession given to them only the week before.

Hon. P. Collier: That means g return jour-
ney for a single fare?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T hardly think the
Minister dealt fully with the question touched
upon by the Leader of the Oppoaition.

The Minister for Mines: Oh, very well!

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I know something
of what took place. I spent a little time in
Collie and endeavoured to find out how the
position stood there. The objection of the
Leader of the Opposition to the agreemeat
deals with the question of the cancellation of
the contract. He says there is no oppor-
tunity, if any new coal mine is opened up,
of the Railway Department taking supplies
from it-.or from any other mines than those
mentioned in the agreement. It has been
the eustom for some time for Cabicet to deal
with a matter of this kind. If hon. members
look at the file they will see that the first
draft agreement sent to the Commissioner of
Railways contemplates cancellation.

The Minister for Mines: The Commigsioner
admits that.

Hon. P. Collier: That should have justified
his communicating with you.

Hon. W. CC, ANGWIN: T hold that the can-
eellation clause should have remained. Either
party might find occasion te cancel the con-
traet. The Commissioner may eventually find
himself in guch eircumstances as will render
it necessary to cancel the contract. I admit
that conditions now are somewhat different
from the vonditions of a few years ago, when
there were six companies operating at Collie,
To-day there are only two. If another mine
is discovered there will be no possibility of
the Government asgisting that mine by taking
supplies from it, as might be to the advantage
of the department. I feel sure that if the
Minister were out of his present chair, either
on this side of the House or the opposite side,
he would hold the view I am now expressing,
that the contraet should contain a clause per-
mitting cancellation if necessary.

The Minister for Mines: If it is necessary
to eancel the coutract, that will be done.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The omission in
guestion should not have been made.
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AMr, WILSOX : Perhapy [ can throw a little
light on the matter of the allocation. A con-
ference was held at Perth as I have previ-
ously mentioned. At that conferenee there
were three union representatives who were in-
terested in a coal mine at Collie, and how it
came about that those men did not safeguard
their interests I am quite unable to under-
stand. You, My, Munsie, were present at that
conference.  The three men in question,
Messrs. Close, McCullech, and Whittaker, had
an interest in the eoal mine owned by the
Griffin Syndicate, and yet they, either deliber-
ately or unvonsciously, have cut that mine out
for three years

Hon. W. C, Angwin: They had nothing to
do with the making of the agreement. .

Mr, WILSON: But they had to do with the
making of the allocation

The Mirvister for Mines: That is the point.
It affects very seriously the men working in
the mines, from the aspect of stability, That
is why they insist on the allocation to the
Premier mine,

Hon, W. C. Apgwin: I put in two days dis-
cussing the matter with the men. They are
concerned only about the percentage cach
mine should have.

The Minister for Mines: It affects them
seriously because of the number of years they
have been working in these mines,

Mr, WILSON: I have here minutes of a
conference beld on the 17th August last and
presided over by Mr. Munsie, MIL.A., On
page 16 of the minuntes I find the follow-
ing:

The Commissioner: How woold this be, to
leave the Premier at 13, Cardiff 14, two
20’s and a 33%

Mr. Lowry: The Commissioner’s sugges-
tion would not be a bad one,

The Commissioner: I think everybody
understands that, TIs that aceeptable to the
miners?

What I cannot understand is that the minera
agreed to this while they themselves had a
mine open for working. T do not know who
is to blame in the matter, but I do not think
it was ever intended that the 20 per cent.
clause should be omitted. The present position
ag has already been pointed out, is that a new
mine has no ehance. There is ag much differ-
ence between opening a coal mine and open-
ing a gold mine as there is between chalk and
cheese, I would guarantee to open a eoal mine
in Collic to produce 100 or 200 tons per day
within gix months. The coal at Collie and at
Wilga comes practically up to the surface.
Thirty feet from the surface one gets coal.
The Griffin Syndicate could produce coal in
six months. However, as these men did not
look after their own interests, they can hardly
blame anybody but themselves.

The Minister for Mines: From a miner’s
peint of view, what would be the value of
opening a new mine at Collie?

Mr, WILSON: The 20 per cent. elause
should have been left in. Obe never knows
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what is going to Vhappen. One of the existing
mines might be lost.

Mr. HUGHES: On the question of traffie,
the Minister read a statement which purported
to show that although there had been a de-
crease in the basic wage, there had been an
increase in the earnings of the men. We
know as a fact that because of retrenchment
in the railway service during the early part of
the year, it was necessary to put men on over-
time during the latter part of the year.

The Minister for Mines: That always ap-
plies. The position this year is not different
from the position in any other year.

Mr. HUGHES: I say the position is dif-
ferent. The Minister knows that boilermakers
were put off in the shops and that recently
boilermakers have heen put on overtime to
cateh wp with the work left vndome bhecanse
of the retrenchment.

The Minister for Mines: I do not know any-
thing of the sort. You are talking moonshine.

Mr. HCGHES: I know the men were work-
ing overtime, becanse we have had complaints
from the unions on that score.

The Minister for Mines: Because there were
no other boilermakers to employ.

Mr. HUGHES: The boilermakers were re-
trenched in the early part of the year.

The Minister for Mineg: We had more work
in the boilermakers’ shop last year than ever
before.

Mr. HUGHES: And as a result of the re-
trenchment, the boilermakers now in the ser-
vice are working overtime, A statement was
made to me by a loco. man who had been re-
trenched, and he pointed out that as a result
of his dismissal the Government had bhad to
engage men and pay them the away-from-
home allowance and overtime to perform work
that he useally did. T ascerrain if there
was any truth in the representations made to
me, I had a return laid on the Table of the
House showing what away-from-home allow-
ances and overtime had been paid by the
Railway Department. We find one mav, in
addition to hia ordinary pay, earned £30 in
overtime and away-from-home allowanees in
two months.

The Minister for Mines: In isolated cases
that may be so.

Mr. HUGHES: It is true that the man re-
ferred to was on an engine that had been
hired to someone else but that £30 is taken
into account in the Minister’s figures as the
earnings of that man so as to ascertain his
average wage. That is not an isolated case,
There are seven or eight sheets of foolscap
paper dealing with men earning from £20
downwards. There are nearly 600 instances.
This means that all these overtime and away-
from-home payments have been taken into
account in the Minister’s figures. I asked him
definitely, by way of interjection, whether
they were included but he would not answer
me. The only inference to be drawn is that
they are included. What is the use, there-
fore, of saying that although the basic wage
decreased, the earnings of the railway em-
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ployces have not decreased. Taken literally,
of course, the statement is true, but what is
the inference that goes out to the public?
Tt ig that the wages of tho men have not realy
been reduced. On the other hand, if all these
men have had to work overtime and receive
away-from-home allowances in order to make
up for the effects of the retrenchment, it
meang that they havo really suffered a redue-
tion. That is not sound retrenchment. Tt
may be replied that the overtime and allow-
ance is & complicated matter and that a lay-
man cannot understand it without having a
close knowledge of this particular ealling. De-
spite that fact, il seems to me as a layman,
that the number of men who have to do this
work is unduly high. I am willing to be cor-
rected on that point if I am wrong. The
fact that seven or eight sheets of foolscap are
taken up with the record of these payments
shows that the retrenchment was not war-
ranted. There is another point to be con-
gidered; washaways occurred and some of the
laco. drivers and firemen had to be paid big
sums for overtime. Those payments also
have gone tu sweh the Minister’s figures. It
is not correct, therefore, for the Minister to
gay that though the basic wage has been re-
duced there has been no reduction in the
men’s wages. There must be a reduetion in
thesa circumstances.

The Minister for Mines: You are talking
a lot of tripe. I will show you later on.

Mr. HUGHES: You always talk tripe.
There must be a reduction, if there iz a re-
duetion in the tasie wage. I doubt very
much whether the Minister can show that that
is not =o.

The Minister for Mines: 8it down and I
will show you.

Mr. HUGRHES: I will sit down when I am
ready.

The Minister for Mines: Very well, then,
T will not show you; you can find out for
yourself.

Mr. HUGHES: Yon can please yourself,
but you cannot ram that statement down my
throat.

The Minister for Mines: T want to show
you, but you will not sit down.

Mr. HUGHES: You can do s¢ when I do
sit down. The Minister’s statement was only
partially trne and his figures apparently in-
cluded these amounts for overtime and away-
from-home allowance.

The Minister for Mines: Yon know all
about it.

Me. HUGHES:
monoroly of knowledge.
that.

The Minister for Mines:
some other things.

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister has net had
all the knowledge and the State is paying
for it now,

The Minister for Mines: I know something
about a sweep and what they paid fer your
knowledge.

Mr. HUGHES: That sweep paid well and
if the Minister is making an insinuation it is
a lie.

The Minister has not a
The deficit proves

I know a lot about
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The Minister for Mines: It is so much
like what comes from you.

Mr. HUGHES: It is a contemptible in-
sinuation to come from a man who has had
such a rotten career as the Minister.

The Minister for Mines: Not so rotten as
your own.

Mr. HUGHES: There ig nothing in the
State to compare with the Minister 'a.

The Miunister for Mines: Not by a long
way!

Mr, HUGHES: The Minister’s carcer is
ore series of these things since 1910, and he
has been charged with them.

Hon. P. Collier: Mostly by his own as-
sociates.

Mr. HUGHES: They came from the Weld
Club and from other places. Now he in-
dulges in the same sort of thing.

The Miniaster for Mines: I matters not
where they came from,

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, it does.

The Minigter for Mines: I have some know-
ledge of that sweep anyhow.

Mr. HUGHES: Now the Minister is in-
dulging in inginuations. What does he mean?

The Minister for Mines: T am talking of
the expenses in connection with that sweep.

Mr. HUGHES: What do you mean? What
do you know?

The Minister for Mines: A lot.

Mr. HUGHES: What did it cost?

The Minister for Mines: It cost £300 and
they got £90.

Mr. HUGHES: And they paid £200 in
prizes.

The Minister for Mines: How much did the
hall get?

Mr. HUGHES: Nearly £100. Try to he
honest for once! Tt ia damned hard for you,
I know.

The Minister for Mines:
coming from vou!

Mr. HUGHES:
career for 20 years.

The Minister for Mines: What of that?

Mr, HUGHES: T have watehed you all
right.

The Minister for Mines:
watehing. Tt will be mutual.

Mr. HUGHES: Here is the Minister who
has made assertions against his own col-
leagues; made rotten insinuations about them.

The Minister for Mines: There was no rot-
ten insinuation.

Mr. HUGHES: Notwithstanding that the
Minister had the signed balance-sheet in his
office, signed by an official auditor under the
head of his department, he ean make that in-
sinnation and he knows it ia a lie. He wanted
a rotten inference to be drawn.

The Minister for Mines: T merely stated
facts, T say it cost a lot to get a litile money.

Mr. HUGHES: Why don’ you teil the
truth?

The Minister for Mines:
truth?

Mr. HUGHES: There is no doubt ahout
what the Minister suggested. He suggested
that T ran a sweep and got something ount of
it.

That is good,

I have watched your

You keep on

Is that not the
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The Minister for Mines: I give you my
absolute assurance that I did nothing of the
sort. I know different from that.

Mr. HUGHES: Wlhat do you say?

The Minister for Mines: I say that it cost
a lot to run the sweep and that they got
little out of it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
a discussion of this kind. We are dealing
with the Railway Estimates. T hope members
will remember that. I eannot let the member
for East Perth proceed along these linmes.

Mr, HUGHES: T think you ought to.

The CHATRMAN: T will not allow it any
longer, either by the Minister or by the mem-
her for Bast Perth. T will black any further
discussion. Tf the memher for Fast Perth
continues along these lines I will rule him out
of order and I will rule the Minister out of
order if he continues to interject.

My, HUGHES: The Minister is not poing
to get away with any such statement as he
has made. T will not have him saying that
sort of thing without having a chance to re-
ply to him. We know what he snid. T Leard
what he said about the late Frank Wilson, |
was in the pallery and heard him,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! This must not
eontinue.

Mr. HUGHES: T heard him eall the Min-
ister for Works a ‘‘sandbagger.’’

The CHATRMAN: Order! T must ask the
lon. member to diseunss the Estimates,

The Minister for Mines: T did not do any
steh thing.

Mr. HUGHES: You ean look in “‘Han-
mard.”” I heard you eclassify the Minister for
Works as a ‘‘sandbagger,’’ and he iz one of
your cwn colleagues in the Ministry now.

The Minister for Works: What has this to
do with the Estimates?

Mr. HUGHES: When a Minister hag the
signed audited balance-sheet in his office and
is low encugh to make such an insinuation,
nothing ean be too bad to make use of when
replying to him.

The Minister for Mines: I say I never
cast any insinuation against you. T said it
cost a lot of money to get a little. With the
knowledge I have, T wonld not make such an
insinuation. It was never in my mind.

Mr. HUGHES: If the Minister makes his
statement outside, I ean prove the position to
him, .

The Minister for Mines:
have the balance-sheet.

Mr. HUGHES: Why did you say that, see-
ing that you had the balance-sheet and had
proof concerning the sweep?

The Minister for Minea: T have iold you.

Mr. HUGHES: You spoke about the
same thing to-day, about people impugning
the honour of others.

The Minister for Mineg: I am not charg-
ing you with dishonesty, either. X give my
agsurance of that.

Mr. HUGHES: Well I will accept the as-
surance. It ought to be clearly defined
whether these figures inclnde overtime.

The Minister for Mines: T will tell you if
you give me a chanee.

I eannot allow

I lmow that. 1
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12 o’clock midnight,

Mr. HUGHES: I wish to refer to the
statement made by the member for Beverley
{(Hon. F. T. Broun) respecting the traffic
during three months of the year. Because
there is heavy traffic at that weason, the rev-
enue exceeds the expenditure. But that is
no indication of the true state of affairs,
The maintenance bas toe 7o on over the
twelve months. Simply because during
certain montha the earnings are in ex-
cess of expenditure, we are told the rail-
ways are making a profit and so, actually,
no concessions are given to the farmers. The
hon, member said there waa a heavy freight
on wool, But the wool industry is well able
to etand it, the incomes of the pastoralists
averaging over £3,000. When the Minister
says that those whe can pay should pay, 1
agree with him. That principle should be
applied every time.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the
hon. member reads the annual report of the
Railways for 1923 he will find these figures:
‘Wages staff, 1922, average per man per an-
num, £222 17s. 6d. In 1923, £222 17a. 11d.
A footnote reads, ‘‘ Exclusive of overtime and
Sunday time.’’ That is what the hon. mem-
ber was asking for.

Mr. LUTEY: &Some time ago complaints
were made regarding the lime table on
the Brown Hill leop Tline. It was im-
practicable to run a sufficient number of
trains, but a suggestion was made that petrol
coaches should be installed. We were in-
formed that experiments were being tried in
the South-West with those coaches, and that
if they proved sstisfactory more coaches
would be secured sufficiently powerful to haul
a trailer and be used on the Browa Hill loop
line. I should like to know hLow the experi-
ments have turned out.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I agree
with the hon. member that if any place lends
itself especially to the running of motor
coaches, it is the Brown Hill loop line. But
we obtained only three coaches, and after a
little time discovered that we could not pos-
gibly keep the three on traffie continuously;
that if anything happened one we required
to replaec it. Ho we have to keep on as &
standby. In view of that, we require half a
dozen of them. On that basis the overhead
charge of one standing idle would be spread
over six instead of three. We propose to get
more of them, and when they are cbtained
they will be tried on the Brown Hill loop
line.

Mr, MARSHATLL: In my opinion the pool-
ing of engines on the system is not the best
policy. From casual conversations with driv-
ers and firemen I have found that there is no
proper supervision of the engine. An engine
starting from, say, Northam and running to
the first ehange point bas to run without at-
tention to little repairs, the attitude of the
crew being, ‘‘So long as we can get her
through our s-ction, it is all right.’’ So,
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when the engine is handed over to the next
erew, it is in want of attention. But the next
crew treat it in exactly the -ame way, each
sectional crew passing on the repairs to the
next. 8o, too, the waits at the end of each
section for raking fires, taking in water, coal-
ing and the like, mean econsiderable delays.
All this might be ecomomical to the depart-
ment, but in my opinion it does not tend fo
the good working of the asystem. The old
system of each party having their own engine
was the better one.

The Minister for Works: The present sys-
tem iz best of all. I myself introduced it,
and it bas proved all right.

Mr, MARSHALL: The Minister is a
humar encyclopsedia, The present system
doea not tend to give economical and efficient
service. When I first started travelling over
the railways a different system was in foree.
So, even if the Minister did introduce the
present ome, it was tried and discredited,
and hag only been brought in again quite
recently. It does not give satisiaetion to
even the men,

The Minister for Works:
do their duty?

Mr. MARSHALL; Yes, buot one engine
rupning & long journey is under a great
strain. Moreover it cannot get the atien-
tion it would if it stopped with the driver
and fireman af the end of the section, It is
not their own engine; it is robody’s engine
in particular. The Minister bas been Com-
missioner of Railways, but he has never been
a driver.

The. Minister for Works: I drove before
you were born, or your parents either,

Mr. MARSHALL: You have been driving
all your life perhans, but there is one you
can never drive, and it is me.

The Minister for Works: I should like to
drive you.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am not
in a position to deal with a matter of that
kind, but I shall ask the Commissioner to
obtain from the officer in charge of the de-
partment the reason for that system.

Mr. Heron: It has heen adopted only re-
cently.

Vote put and passed.

Do not the men

Vote—Tramways, £218,000;

* The MINISTER FOR MINES AND RATL-
WAYS (Hon. J. Scaddan—Albany) [12.11]:
T do not wish to be discourteous, but there is
really nothing fresh to mention regarding
tramways. ‘The question of extensigns and
improvements to the system can be dealt
with under the Loan Estimates where the
money will be provided.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre.
mantle) [12.12}: The Minister should give
attention to the tramway system of Perth,
because it appears to me a fair number of
dead trams are being ron. I cannot under-
stand why the Perth system should ecost any
more to run than does that at Fremantle. Tn
Perth, after paying interest without sinking
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fund, the trams last year showed a surplus
of £15,805, The amount of working expendi-
ture includes £7,553, payment to the loeal
authorities in accordance with Section 8 of
the Tramways Purchase Aet. Therefore the
surples was £8,342. 1 realise that on the capi-
til expernditure a very small amount of sink-
ing fund is provided, approzimately half per
cent. If the Fremantle trams had the same
capital expenditure that Perth bas, instead
of their showing a surplus of £15,895, the
amount would be £59,250, XNo depreciation
is provided for the Perth trams.

Mr. McCalium: No wonder we have wom
out trams,

The Minister for Mines: The rolling stock
is in much better condition than it ever has
been.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: It is being main-
tained; all tramway systems have to do that.
Per car mile working expenses in Perth are
% d. beavier than at Fremantle, and the Fre-
mantle Board pay their men 6d. per day more
than the men in Perth receive. That shows
there is a good deal of dead running in Perth.
I know the difficulty, and that is why I am
agking the Minister to lock into the matter.

Mr. MeCallum: Do you pay more, for cur-
rent at Fremantle?

Hop. W. C. ANGWIN: No, we pay less,
but we are paying more than the difference on
maiatenance. Last year Perth spent 3.124.
per c¢ar mila on maintenance, whereas Fre-
mantle spent 4.58d., so that onme would bal-
ance the other. The total working expenses
of the Perth trams was 18.53d., while the
total working expenses at Fremanile was
17,783d. That difference can be accounted for
only by dead running. ’

The Minister for Mines; 1 do not think
you have the big traffic at Fremantle that
we¢ have in Perth,

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: And having that,
there should not be the dead running that
oceurs on 2 smaller system. JMMore people
travel into the ecity continually than would
travel into a smaller town. Tn addition the
men at Fremantle are paid 6d. a day more
than are those in Perth. I wish to warn the
Minister to be carefnl about running trams
where there is 2 railway near at hand, merely
to provide additional means of communica-
tion. If he does that, the working expenses
will mount considerably higher than they are
at present. T know of no better comparison
than Fremantle offers. North Fremantle has
a railway; East Fremantle has no railway.
During the 12 months the number of passen-
gera carried on the North Fremantle line
was only 426,696, beeause a large number of
people used the railway. On the East Fre-
mantle line the number of passengers carried
was 1,961,574, or nearly five times as many.

The Minister for Mines: Naturally the rail-
way would carry some.

Hop. W, C. ANGWIN: I think the experi-
ence at Claremont will be the same,

The Minister for Mines: T do not think
we shall get heavy traffic on the trams from
Claremont into Perth.
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Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: There will be a
geod deal of dead running.

The
not.

Hon. W, (¢, ANGWIN: The trams will be
running with very few passengers, or if they
carry passengers, they will be robbing the
railway,

The Minister for Mines: Where we shall
gain at Claremont will be in carrying passen-
gers from the station to Bay View-terrace.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt will pay the
Government much better to ran trams where
there are no trains, Even if the traffie
"is not great, the increase will be
considerable, because the trams  will
carry the whole of the traffie, instead of
having to divide it with a railway,
If trama are run in conjunction or almost
side by side with railways, the same thing
will happen as has happened in Fremantle,
People will take the railway in preference
to the tram. On the railways they get
monthly workers? tickets and ean travel
more cheaply. For single journeys the
trams are cheaper, but in Fremantle the
cost is approximately the same. A person
can go from North to South Fremantle for
the same fare as it costs to go to town by
train, In East Fremantle the number of
people who travel by tram is five times more
than the number who use the railways, and
the population is approximately the same.
There are two tramlines there, one on the
south side and on the north side. On tbhe
south side where there is mo railway
1,340,799 passengers, mostly from Bicfon
und Palmyra, were carried last year, 1 hope
the Minister will impress the point upon his
officers that it is better to extend tramways
into areas where there is no railway com-
munication instead of c¢xtendirg them into
areas close to our railways.

Minister for Mines: No there will

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan-—Albany—in reply)} [12.22]: The
point raised by the member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon. W, C. Angwin) will be noted.
1t is not fair to compare the Fremantle
tramways with the Perth tramways. In the
case of the Perth tramways we have had
conditions which unquestionably ought to be
adjusted, but which require the expenditure
of a large sum of money. There iz the diffi-
culty in operating the system in the north-
ern suburbs through the narrow neck over
the Beaufort-street bridge. That makes the
system an expeunsive one to work. The
difficulty conld be largely overcome if one
of the lines in Beaufort-street could be run
over the Horgeshoe Bridge into Newcastle-
atreet and onwards. The line running into
Beaufort-street iz an expensive one to
operate. When we took over the trams the
econdition of the track and the rolling stoek
was such that we bad to imcur heavy ex-
penditure in order to provide rolling stock
for the tremendously increased traffie. I
could have given members a few astounding
facts ¢oncerning the trams since they were
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taken over hy the Government, facts which
wouid show what improvement has been
effected. 1 do not propose to lawour the
questinn of tramway extensions. In and
around the city of Perth the suburbs are
growing, not merely alongside the railway
lines, but extending from them., These
suburbs are suffering greatly from lack of
vommunicatien. The northern side of the
railway line at Lecderville is alinost a eity,
but the peeple there have no tramway faeili-
ties of any deseription. The Maylands sec-
tion  from the Gnildford-road, where it
vrosses the Mt Lawley station, down to the
Peninsula is practically isolnted. The same
thing applies to Belmant where there 1s no
railway.

Hon, W, ', Angwin: There is no great
population at the Peninsula.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: On the
*otthern side there is a big population, and
the distunce to the railway is too far to ask
workment to waik twice a day.

Mr. Hughes: They fre maintaining a
motor service at Belmont,

The MINISTER IFOR MINES: I think
there are two. We cannot suceessfully
operate an isolated tramway system, We
cannot have tramways rubnning in Claremont
and operated economically as a separate
svstem, because the rolling stock would not
be available for rush periods. If it were,
it would be lying idle at other times. When
the system is connected uny, although a great
many trams will not be run along the main
line hetween the centre of TPerth and the
ventre of Claremont, the trams ean®be run
a8 feeders from the Claremont station into
the centre of Claremont.  The same thing
could apply in the case of Leederville, We
could also do the same at Maylamds. That
ig the only meaus of serving the people and
making the tramways payable,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That would bave a
bad effect upon the railways to Midland
Junetion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
think so. At present people who have to
go to Guildford or Midland Junc¢tion by
train are often in such crowded carriages
that they have to stand all the way, It
would, therefere, he bhetter for the people
as a whole if the tramways could be pro-
vided te overcome the crowding in the
trains. I do not think it would injure the
Treasury, nor would it detrimentally affect
the people of Guildford and Midland June-
tion if tramway facilities were provided.
They have had to put up with a great deal
of inconvenience in going to and from their
worlk,

Mr. (‘hesson: Seeing that the tramline has
been laid down to Claremont, why has the
route not been opened! [s it because there
is no rolling stock available?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The rails
have been laid only part of the way. When
we started it was pointed ogut that the
material we had in our possession was suit-
able only for side rnad traction. So muech
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as we had was put into the Claremont
line. From the point where the line
must come into the centre of the road,
there is a big depression alongside the
road, and the buildings are below the level
of the street. If we ran the trams alongside
the road they would be above the level of
the fences. We must, therefore, adopt the
centre road construction and must have
centre road matertal. This is expected to
arrive at any time and when it comes we
shall get on with the job. It is not worth
while operating the portion of the system
that is now laid down.

Mr, Chesson: It is not due to shortage of
rolling stock?

The Minister for Mines: No.

M;. MARSHALL (Murchison) [12.28]:
An obligation ig cast upon the officials of the
Tramway Department to see that those lines
that are ziready in existence and are earry-
ing a good deal of traffic are kept in a fit
gtate of repair. The seetion between New-
castle and Waleott streets is in a bad condi-
tion,

The Minister for Mines: We are only wait-
ing for the material.

Mr. MARSHALL: T have seen two trams
off the line in that section, This is very inm-
couvenient to the public. T will take the
Minister’s word as to the shortage of mater-
jal. There is mnch injustice with regard to
the issue of tickets by conductors and with
regard to the responsibility placed en them in
this connection. I acknowledge that the mat-
ter involves some considerable diffieulty for
the officials. TUnfortunately, the tramway sys-
tem has to cater for dishonest travellers as
well as honest travellers, comparatively few
though tho former may be. Tsually it 13 a
well dressed person that aims at deceit. The
conductors say that one neceds to be carefully
dressed for the purpose. During the busicst
part of the day thc conduetor goes along the
car colleeting fares, and then perhaps he 1s
called to the rear of the ear before he is fin-
ished. Presently an inspector boards the car
and finds a nice young girl, or a pleasant
young man, in possession of a ticket all right,
but an old ticket, one not issued on that trip.
Then the inspector takes the eonduetor to
task. Prohably the conductor is reported, and
a black mark iz placed on lLis record. I under-
stand that the tramway authorities are the
only ones who hold the conductor responsible
in this way. The person who travels on the
railways without a tieket is held responsible
for it. Should a conscientipua servant of the
tramway system be penalised because of a dis-
honest traveller? XNothing is done to the per-
son who cheats, but the eonductor sometimes
loses his billet over it. I suggest to the Min-
ister that he should consider the advisability
of passing a by-law to make the guilty party
at least share the responsibility with the con-
ductor. Incidentally let me say that I do not
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see why the conductor should bear any share
of the responsgibility,

Hon, W, C. Angwiyn: Cases have been known
where the conductor has given the wrong chit.

Mr, MARSHATL: XNo doubt, but in the
majority of c¢ases honesty would prevail
and the party holding a wrong chit ob-
tained in such circumstances would be able to
prove his or her imnocence. TUndoubtedly
something ought to be done to protect con-
seientions and efficient servants of the tram-
way system.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Electricity Supply, £99,000—agreed
to,

Vote—State Batteries, £44,000:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Thers is no
variation in the working of the system of
State batteries, although the vote shows a net
decreage of £28,000, TIu point of fact, there
is no decrease. In the past we have charged
against revenue account the purchase of tail-
ings. The practice is a positive absurdity,
because tailings may be purchased to-day and
the gold not extracted for perhaps two years.
The purchase of tailings should be charged
to suspense account, and the Treasurer has
agreed to that. As the gold from tailings is
sold, the matter ig adjusted.

*Vote put and passed.
Vote—Cave House, £12,909—agreed to.

Vote—Sale of Government Property T'rust
Aceount, £63,000;

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I rceently referred
o certain matter in connection with the Water
Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Department
to the Minister, who said he would look into
it. He told me that I was wrong,

The Minister for Works: I was informed
that you were wrong.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T have since them
been trying to ascertain the exact position.
with regard to the public accounts, Accord-
ing to the Auditor General, a total sum of
£1,740,942 13s. 8d. has been advanced to the
Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage De-
partment on aecount of General Loan up
to the 30th Jume, 1923, From the balance
sheet of the department I find that the bal-
ance in debentures at that date was £369,938
11s, 0d. In the Government Property Trust
Account I find in this connection an amount
of £149,071 10s. 6d., which makes a
total capital of £2,259,952 183, 2d4. Aec-
cording to the balance sheet which has
been presented, the total of liabilities and
assets i £2,199,636 3s. 2d. This shows
that the total 1 mentioned previously was
£60,316 2s, over that stated in the
balance sheet. In connection with the
statement we have before us, I have taken the
Auditor General’s figures in respect of Loan
Account. and the department’s fignres in re-
spect of debenture account and Government
Property Trust Account for money expended
on water supply, sewerage and draipage, 1
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have given the total of the assets on this basis,
and also the total as it works out according to
the Auditor General’s figures. In the Govern-
ment Property Trust Account we find the sum
of £256,881 &s. 104. for which crédit should
have been given to the department in eonnee-
tion with the figures I have mentioned. See-
ing that there is £60,000 over and above the
total liabilities, I take it that we are paying
interest and ainking fund on £196,564 14s.
10d. ontsida the Water Supply, SBewerage and
Drainage Department, As the amount has
been re-loaned, it appears that we are payirg
interest and sinking fund on it twice, To be
exact, we are paying interest and sinking fund
on £149,07} 10s. 6d. and also on £196,564 14s,
104, which includes the previons amount.

The Minister for Works: T am unaware of
that and was told it was not aso.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I am taking the
figures as I have gathered them from the re-
porte. I have been through Public Accounts
and these figures show that every penny ia
not credited to the Water Supply Department.

The Minister for Works: I will be affer it.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: That is the position
as I find it from Public Accounts supplied
by the Auditor General. If that be 8o, it
shows that the Metropolitan Water Supply is
making a profit and not a loss., I can under-
stand keeping up a capital aceount becauss it
furnishes a good excuse for levying high rates.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort has been aimed at.

Hon. W, ¢. ANGWIN: It looks like it.

The Minister for Works: I will look into
the matter at onece. It opens up & vista of
regearch.

Hon. W. . ANGWIXN ; The Minister should
look into it

Vote put and passed.

This concluded the Genetal Estimates of

Revenue and Expenditure for the year, which
were reported to the House.

[The Deputy Speaker resumed the Chair.]

STATE TRADING CONCERNS.
As to continuing the Sitling.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T move—

That the House resolves itself into Com-
mittee to consider the FEstimates for the
State Trading Concerns.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What is this all about?
Do yon propose o go on?

The Premier: Yes, for a while,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I oppose the motron.
In afl fairness it can be said that We have
done enough to-day.

The Premier: We have not gob very far.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We have finished the
general Estimates and to launch upon a
diseussion of the Siate Trading Concerns at
such a late hour will mean that we will sit
for hours and talk without making any pro-

[ASSEMBLY.]

gress whatever., There are many important
matters to be dealt with in connection with
the State Trading Concerns. I would not
mind if the Premier agreed to adjourn as
soon as we come to a division, which will
create much discussion. I will not have much
to say in connection with the State brick-
works, nor yet regarding State ferries, but
there are other votes that will cause a lot
of discussion.

The Premier:
any rate.

Mr. Chesson: It is a fair proposition to ad-
journ.

The PREMIER: I have the greatest pos-
sible consideration for the position of hon.
members, but we have not done very much
yet. I hope to finish the session before long
and to-night I do not propose to keep mem-
bers very long. We c¢an make a start and
adjourn later on.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I hope the Premier
will not proeeed with these Esfimates to-
night. The State hotels will take a consider-
able time.

Hon. P, Collier: Three or four days.

The Premier: If that be so, we had better
continue straight on.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T want to say some-
thing about the State Implement and En-
gineering Works,

The Minister for Works: And they come
after the State hotels.

Question put and a division called for.

Hon. W. €, Angwin: You would have had
to close down lots of times but for the fact
that we kept the Honse for the Government.

Mr. Mullany: XNothing of the sort,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We sit in our places
during the evening while the Government sup-
porters ge outside. I am not referring to
Ministers, but to others. It is mot a fair
thing.

Mr, Lutey: Only six or seven have been
here all night.

Mr. Piesse: We have been here.

Mr. Marshall: Who disturbed you from
Four slumbers.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Members on the Gov-
ernment side, instead of being here attending
to their duties, are outside.

Hon. P. Collier: Where are the rest of the
Government party?

The Minigter for Mines:
pnowminations endorsed.

Hon. P. Collier: Al this week we have
been keeping the House for you.

Mr. Underwood: If it hurts you, don’t
do it.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: We do what we are
paid for; I am dammed if you do.

Division taken with the follewing result:—-

We will make a start at

Getting their

Ayes .. .- .. 19
Noes . - o1
Majority for .. -« 8
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AYES.

Mr, Broun 8ir James Mitchell

Mr. Carter Mr, Money

Mrs. Cowan Mr. Piesse

Mr. Durack Mr. Richardson

Mr. George Mr, Scaddan

Mr. Glbson Mr, Teeadalo

Mr. Harrison Mr. A, Thomson

Mr. Hlekmott Mr. Underwood

Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. Mullany

Mr. Mann (Teller.)
NOE®s,

Mr. Angwin Mr. Lutsy

Mr, Chesson Mr. Marshall

Mr. Colller Mr. M¢Callum

My, Cuuninghem Mr, Wilson

Mr, Heron Mr. Munsele

Mr. Hughes (Teiler.)

Question thus passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES—STATE TRAD-
ING CONCEERNS.

In Commitige.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair.
Divigion—State Brickworks, ££0,716:

The MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [12.53): The
net profit returned for the 12 months ended
30th June was £2,231 18s. 11d., bringing up
the acerued profits to £2,764. In addition
we have provided interest and depreeiation,
and £1,000 has been paid over to the Trea-
surer to go to Consolidated Revenue. During
last year we set 7,000,000 brieks, and sold
7,548,240. The total depreeciation provided
since the inception of the brickworks bas
amounted to £9,624 18s. 3d., of which £5,000
is invested in cash in the Treasury. We have
also provided a sinking fund of £448,000 11s,
8d. Trade is exXceptionally brisk and we
have orders that will require nine months to
carry out. The relationship between the
management and the employees is good.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: How mueh did you
pay into the Treasury Jast year ¢

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
thousand pounds.

One

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Ivanhoe) [12.53]:
I shouid like some further information.

Mr. Teesdale: | We have a good profit, so
there is mot much to growl ahout.

Mr. LUTEY: But we should have fax
more. If the works had a clean go chey
would show much greater profit. Building has
been retarded, and is retarded on account of
shortage of bricks. Five years ago, when the
war was on, the Minister declared tbat fur-
ther machinery was required for the brick-
works, that they had not sufficient machinery
to cope with their orders.

The Minister for Works: No, T @id net.

Mr. LUTEY: I say you did. It is in
¢‘Hansard.’’ You cannot bluff me.

[54]
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The Minister for Works.
‘‘Hangard.'’
Mr. LUTEY: You said it four or five years

It is oot in

ago. It was putting the House under a mis-
understanding.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort.

My, LUTEY: You said you did not have
sufficient machinery, and were not in a po-
sition to get it.

The Minister for Works:
that.

Mr. LUTEY: Bat you did, apd it will be
fonnd iv ‘‘Hansard,”’

The Minister for Works:
a mistake,

Mr. LUTEY: It is you who were making
a mistake when you gave that reply. Your
excuge of five years ago was that you required
more machinery.

The Mirister for Works: Nothing of the
sort. It was kilns we required.

Mr. LUTEY: Five years ago you said it
was machinery. .

Hon. P. Collier: The House is becoming a
bear garden. There i3 no control of the House
whatever,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The Minister for Works: You are quite
Wrong.

Mr. LUTEY: I am not.

Hon. P'. COLLIER: On a point of order.
I am not going to sit here in the small hours
of the morning listening to a wrangle like
this. If you, Mr. Chairmam, have lost control
of the Minister, we are likely to be here in-
definitely.

The Minister for Works: The hon. mem-
ber is making a mistake.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Well you may say 8o
afterwards. Already you have had more to
say than has the hon. member, although he
is on his feet addressing the Chair. I am
not going to sit bhere listening to a wrangle
such as you are indulging in. Keep quiet
and let the bon. member get on with his
speech. I will not sit here listening to youo.

The Minister for Works: Well stand.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I ask you, Mr. Chair-
man, to keep the Minister in order. If you
cannot do so let us adjourn.

The CHAIRMAN : The Minister must
keep order.

Mr. LUTEY: It is a erying shame that
building in the eity should have been rve-
tarded for years past for want of bricks. We
have the clay, the position, and everything
necessary, if only we had the co-operation of
the Government in an endeavour to supply
gufficient bricks. The Minister says he has
orders that will keep the works busy for the
next nine months; yet it is known that for
years past he has given the explanation that
hz bad not sufficient machinery. Last year
the works could bave turned out ever so
many mote bricks if a Hoffman kiln had been
installed. Why was that kiln not procured?
It is a eriminal shfime that the Government
should noi bave taken .action. The excuse
last year was that the kiln would take 12

1 never’ said

You are making
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months to build. So many eXcuses have 1
heard from the Minister that I hardly know
whether that was last year or the year before.
It was pointed ont by the Minister last year
that given a Hoffman kiln there was sufficient
machinery to produce many more bricks.
Nothing has been done, and yet there are
complaints that people cannot get sufficient
supplies of bricks for building purposes., I
again protest against the inaction of the
Government.  The public should know the
position and who is responsible for the re-
tarding of building operations in the city
during the last few years. Ths Government
talk about State trading concerns. Here is
a concern that gives no trouble whatever, A
Hoffman kiln would enable the brickworks
to make s handeome profit. I hope the Gov-
ernment will overcoms any prejudice they
have against extending this trading concern,
because the building industry is languishing
for bricks.

Capt. CARTER (Leedezville). j1.2]: Imn
answer {0 the member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe
(Mr. Lotey) I wish to give my views as fo
the necessity for increasing the output of
bricks, I agree heartily that building has
been greatly retarded, mot only in the metro-
polis, but in other parts of the State, be-
cause of the insufficient supply of bricks
turned out by the State works. The reason
may be that the workse are mot large enongh,
or that the Government have failed to extend
them. I am glad the Government have failed
to extend them. I am sorry the Government
still continue to carry om these frading con-
cerns.  Bot for them, private people would
enter the business.

Mr. Marshall: Why do not they enter it
when there is a demand for bricks?

Mr. Money: Becanse the State has entered
the business.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There should he State
lawyers too.

Mr. Marghall: The member for Leederville
should be ashamed to express that opinion
when there is such a dearth of bricks.

The CHATRMAN: 1 am not going to allow
any discussion as to whether State trading
concerns are beneficial to the State or other-
wise. Members must confine themselves to
the question of passing this vote for the man-
agement and control of the worka, No ques-
tion of policy ean be introdueed at this june-
ture.

Capt. CARTER: I am sorry you, Mr,
Chairman, were not more firm with the pre-
vious speaker, who made a purely partisan
gpeech.

The CHATRMAN: T objeet to your ve-
mark, and ¢all upon you to withdraw because
it is a reflection on the Cbair.

Capt. CARTER: What reflection have I
east an the Chair¥

The CHATRMAN: You said I had per-
mitted Mr. Lutey to make a partisan spesch.

Capt. CARTER: And refused me the right
to reply.

[ASSEMELY.]

The CHATRMAN: I ghall not allow mem-
bers to discuss the rights and wrongs of State
trading concerns under this vote.

Capt. CARTER: I did not intend to in-
sult your position or you, but it seems unfair.
However, I withdraw the words, but I feel L
should have been allowed to reply to the hom.
member,

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [15]): The
balance sheet of the State brickworks reveals
an extraordinary position. We bave invested
in the concern £28,980, and the turnover for
the year, according to the profit and loss ac-
count, was £8,000. We hear a lot about State
trading conecerns not paying. How can the
brickworks be expected to pay?

The Minister for Works: They are paying,

Mr. HUGHES: They would pay hand-
somely if they were properly handled.

The Minister for Works: They would pay
better if I allowed the price to go up, but I
will not do that.

Mr. HUGHES: 7Tell that to the marines!

Mr. Lutey: Youn want an extra kiln,

Mr, Marshall: Has anyone invited you to
raise the price?

Mr, HUGHES: Theugh we have nearly
£30,000 invested in this concern the gross
sales for the year amounted to only £8,000.
If the brickworks ¢can be made to pay on such
a small turnover jn comparigson with such a
large investment, why does not the Minister
extend them?

The Minister for Works: The sales last
year were %£24,000. What arc you talking
about?

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister ig right. I
should have said the profit was £8,000. When
the demand for bricks is so great and the
city is starving for bricks, the output could
be congiderably increased without adding to
the overhead charges to any great extent.
There are certain overhead charges attached
to runping any bnsiness, but very often it is
possible to double the turnover without mater-
ially increasing the overhead charges. That
is where profits are made. If the turmover of
the brickworks is being kept down to a mini-
mum and the city is starving for bricks, this
concern is not being given a fair chance. A
reasonable opportunity is not afforded to as-
certain whether the works can pay. Out of
gross sales amounting to £24,000 last year,
the gross profit was £8,000, or 33 per cent.

Mr. Teesdale: That is not bad.

Mr. HOGHES: It is verging on profiteer-
ing.

The Minister for Works: They were losing
money when T took them in hand.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: No, they were not.

The Minister for Works: They were.

Hon W. C. Angwin: We were gelling bricks
at 353 a thomaand less than vou have been
selling them.

Mr. HUGHES: I am continually being chal-
lenged as to whether the State brickworks are
in the combine, and whether the price charged
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by the State works is fixed by the other brick-
makers,

The Minister for Works: We fix the price
of our bricks without consultation with any-
one ¢lse, and I am not going to raise the

riee,

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister is quite
right in refusicg to raise the price. If the
other people are not consulted and there is
no arrangement with them, the Minister
will be doing a good service to the State if
he reduced the price of bricks.

The Minister for Works: Why reduce the
price when we can sell at the present price
all we can produce?

Mr. HUGHES: Why not, if it is possible
to sell four or five times the quantity?
Why s not an effort made to meet the
demand by turning out more Dbricks?
Thirty-three per cent. is a good profit, and
the market is available,

Mr. Marshall: There is no oppesition; the
Government have an open market.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not know anything
about the opposition. The Minister said
the works were nine months in arrears with
orders, and he proudly claimed that the
works had begun to pay ¢ince they had
eome under his administration. When a
map running 2 business is able to fix the
price of his commodity at a figure that will
return 33 per cent. profit, he cannot claim
much credit for making the business pay.
There is nothing sensational about that,

The Minister for Works: 1 am not asking
for praise. I simply say they are paying. That
is better than the £7,000 loss of a few years

ago.

Mr., HUGHES: How was the loss made
up?

The Minister for Works:
speaking from memory.

Mr. HUGHES: Was the loss repaid?

Hon. W. . Angwin: It was not a loss. It
was stock on hand and the Minister knows
it.

The Minister for Works: You are wrong.
Do not let us quarrel about it.

Hon. P. Collier: My Minister’s word against
yours$

Mr. HUGHES: If there was that loss in
addition to the profits that have acecumu-
Inted, does the Minister suggest the works
made an additional £7,000 profit and wiped
out the debit balance?

The Minister for Works: There was very
little work being done for a long time, and we
stil had to pay interest and sinking fund.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. HUGHES: If there was a loss of
£7,000——

The Minister for Works: Call me in when
¥ou have finished. I do not want to listen te
a lot of tommy rot.

Mr. Marshall: Go outside! You are just
as good outside as you are inside.

Mr. HUGHES: T protest against the at-
titude of the Minister. He is responsible for
these works and is paid a salary by the State
to carry out these duties. He is a servant

I do mot know,
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of the State. We are kept here until the
small hours, but when we eall attention to
these matters he walks out of the Chamber.

The Premier: I will tell you all about it.

Mr. HUGHES: We are entitled to have
this information. The Minister has no
right to shirk his responsibilities to the
eountry. Respopsible government bas become
a farce. If this sort of thing is to go om
we might as well cease discussing the Esti-
mates. If the Minister chooses fo ignore this
Chamber, I will move—

That progress be reported.
Motion put and negatived.

[Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

Mr. HUGHES: I am glad to have brought
the Minister back to a sense of his responsi-
bilities. In the balance sheet on the debit side
there is a profit of £2,231. If there was a
debit balance on the profit and less aceount
of £7,000 in addition, and there is no state-
ment in the balance sheet to lead uws to be-
lieve otherwise, I assume that the current
profita have wiped out the deficit and the
works are now showing a credit balance of
£1,764. That proves how profitable these
works are.  The margin of profit is high,
but I raise no objeetion to that. TIf the
people are paying a high price for their
bricks, whatever profit is made out of the
works is going baek to them in the shape of
public services, ete. There is a big demand
for bricks.

Mr. A. Thomson: Incidentally, the works
are keeping others from starting.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Not at all.

Mr. HUGHES: In what way has the es-
tablishment of the State Brickworks pre-
vented others from starting{

My, A. Thomson: They have done so.

Mr. HUGHES: If the State Brickworks
are keeping others out of the business, they
must be looking for an enormousg return upon
their moncy, and cannot be satisfied with a
33 1/3rd per cent. profit.

Mr. Chesson: And orders for nine months
ahead!

Mr. HUGHES: They must want a lot. It
would be in the interests of the metropolitan
area if the capacity of the works was in-
creased. There must be a certain amount of
administrative expenses and overhead charges,
and if the output is doubled or trebled there
will be very little inerease in this direction.
A more handsome profit could, therefore, be
made if the operations of the works were ex-
tended. There is a profit of £8,000 for the
year. The interest hill is £1,400, so that
one-sixth of the profit is being taken for
interest. That is a tremendous strain to
place upon any business, Notwithstanding
the heavy rate of interest, the brickworks
ar¢ able to meet it, and provide £1,500 for
depreciation and show a profit on the year
of £2,231. :

The Minister for Works: Ts that not a
good performance?

Mr. HUGHES: It is excellent. I cannot
understand why suech a payable concern, that



1446

is supplying commodities to the public that
is hungry for them, should have such a re-
stricted output.

Mr. Teesdale: We will do better next year.

The Minister for Works: We can make any
quantity of bricks, but we have not the means
of burning them.

Mr. HUGHES: Cannot we get the meana?
Let us extend the works, which mean so much
to the community and return so much profit
to the Government, In the balance sheet
against the liabilities is a sum of £1,774 due
to the Consclidated Revenne Fund, I take
it, from that, the State Brickworks owe that
sum to the revenue.

The Minister for Works: How do yon make
that ont?

Mr. HUGHES: It is in the balance sheet,
liahilities on capital account.

The Minister for Works: That is right.

Mr. HUGHES: It says ‘‘Consolidated Rev-
enue Fund, £1,774,’

The Minister for Works: That is capital
aceount,

Mr. HUGHES: It is a liability te Con-
solidated Revenue.

The Minister for Works: Yes, it is capital.

Mr. BUGHES: If the works owe that
amount to Consolidated Revenue, and there is
a surplus, why is the debt not paid off? In-
stead of that we find the works giving the
Colonial Treasurer £1,000, which was trans-
ferred to Consolidated Revenue.

The Minister for Works: I think he col-
lared it,

Mr. HUGHES: It is an extraordinary way
of doing busin€sa.

The Minister for Works: Ome is current
account and the other is capital account. To-
day it shows a credit instead of a debit.

Mr. HUGHES: The £1,000 was not a loan
to the Treasurer and he is not paying in-
terest om it.

The Minister for Works: Of course not.

Mr. HUGHES: It is a straight out approe-
priation from profits. In all fairness to the
brickworks, the £1,000 should have been set

against the debt of £1,700 and next year, in-’

stead of being obliged to pay imterest on
£1,174, the works would be paying interest
only on £774. It is unjust thai the State
Brickworks should hand £1,000 to the revenue
and eontinue to pay interest on the whole of
the capital account.

The Minister for Works: We cannot pay
off our capital aecount. ¥You do not under-
stand.

Mr. HUGHES: Why? I know as much
ahout accounts as the Minister docs.
Tf what this balance sheet discloses is the
Minister’s idea ef proper business methods,
I do not agree with him, The ecapital account
and the interest bill of the concern are kept
as high as ever, while the Treasurer is
eollaring the profits and putting them into
his revenue. In the balance sheets of some
other State trading concerns losses are
eapitalised and interest is charged on them,
but profits are tranzferred te Consolidated
Ravenne.

[ASSEMBLY. |

The Minister for Works: Under the Aet
the Treasurer has the right to collar any
profits that are made.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for East Perth may diseuss the balance
sheet of the brickworks till Doomsday, but
he must not discuss State trading conecerns
in general.

The Minister for Works: What has been
done is in accordance with the law, and the
member for East Perth would do the same
if he were Treasurer.

Mr, HUGHES: The Minister hag no right
to progmosticate what I would do. The
profits of the brickworks go into Consoli-
dated Revenue, but if there is a loss on the
works and the Treasurer has to make good
that loss he c¢harges interest on the amount
of the loan im next year’s balance sheet.

The Minister for Works: That 1s so, and
that is the law.

Mr. HUGHES: It would be fairer to re-
pay the Treasurer the £1,000, or else invest
the amount in securities with a view to
ultimately paying off the capital account,
and thus effecting a considerable reduction
in interest charges for the following year.
Within a few years the resnlt would be a
business running free of interest. Even if
the Government borrow money to increase
the plant at the brickworks, it would be an
excellent investment, one which eould not
go wrong; and a tonsiderable service would
be rendered to the public by the increase
in the supply of bricks.

Hon. W, €. Angwin called attention to
the state of the Committee.

Bells rung, a quorum formed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [1.30]: I have expressed my resent-
ment of the Minister’s statement that when
he took the brickworks over there was a
loss on them. I have said that there was
not a losa. In the balance sheet I now have
bhefore me the Minister showed a loss of
£596. That balance sheet was presented
after the Labour Government went out of
office.

The Minister for Works: In 1916%

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. What was
the position? The Minister put in the report
for 1916 a statement of the position, and this
showed that £1,243 8s. was charged for in-
terest, and £1,126 9s. 8d. for depreciation.
There is not a penny allowed now for depre-
eiation. Owing to the war, 646,520 bricks
were stacked and they were valued at 27s.
10d. The Minister has never made a brick
at that price since he has beem in charge of
the works. In addition there were 258,960
bricks at the kiln and they were valued at 25s.
4d. 'That is how he showed a loss. That is
when he burned the midnight oil with a press-
man in his company, fixing this up to depre-
ciate the efforts of the Labour Party,

The Minister for Works: You have an imag-
ination.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: That is a fact.
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The Minjster for Works: It is not a fact
abont me.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is how the
balance sheets were fixed wp to show a loss.
A proper balance sheet would have shown a
profit,

The Minister for Works: You are wrong.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am right. Bricks
have never been turned out at 27s. 104, but
they were stacked and charged for at that
rate.

The Minister for Works: Why did not you
raise this question then? How ¢an you ex-
peet me to answer your statements now?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It was raised at
the time.

The Minister for Works: You are wrong.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister will
find these particulars in the 1918-17 Votes and
Proceedings and they show the figures I have
quoted.

The Minijtser for Works: What about de-
preciation$

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: You have charged
nothing now.

The Minister for Works: What are you
talking about?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: There is not a
penny charged for depreciation for 1922-23

The Minister for Works: Yes, there is.
There is £1,500 allowed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That figure does
not appear in the statement at all. The only
items appearing are: Manager, £550, wages
and general working expenses, including ro-
pairg and minor additions necessary to the
undertaking, £18,587; interest on fixed and
working capital £1,500; departmental charges
£175, and sinking fund £71.

The Minister for Works: Depreciation is
there anyhow.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: No depreciation is
shown in the Estimates at all. On the other
hand, an item dealing with depreciation ap-
pears in the Estimates for the State Ferries,
which is the next to be dealt with. A sum
of £212 is allowed for depreciation there.

The Minister for Works: I have the balance
gheet and it shows £1,500 is charged for de-
preciation.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am going on the
Estimates. It shows the expenditure last year
and the Estimates for this year. While de-
preciation is shown in connection with some
of the State Trading Concerns, none is shown
for the brickworks. I do not question the
Minister’s ability to deal with the trading
coneerns, but I like him to be fair.

The Minister for Works: I try to give fair
play.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: You say there has
been a loss, but it has heen since we loft office.
The Minister said there was that loss when
he took over, but that it is not se.

The Premier: He said several years ago.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: We are not all
damned fools on this side of the House, and
some of us have memories.

Hon. P, Collier: There may be one or two,
but most of us are not!
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Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: There has been no
loss in connection with these works, but the
building trade has been retarded throughout
the metropolitan area owing to the scarcity
of bricks. Recently a contractor at East Fre-
mantle suggested that fibrolite should be used
for housing as bricks could not be obtained.
I do not think that cement preparation would
be as good as wood, as a stone thrown from
the outside would go through it. We have
not got the bricks to keep tradesmen going.
The erection of the Fremantla tram shed has
been delayed for a long time beecause bricks
cannot he obtained.

The Premier: Some little time ago there
were too many bricks.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington—in reply)
[1.40]: Regarding the statements of the
member for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe (Mr. Lutey),
what I wish the Committee to understand is
that I could not have said, and I did not say,
that we wanted more machinery,

Mr. Marshall: You did, and I have a note
of what you said here. I will show you
what you said.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: If I did
say it—J1 am not aware that I did—I was
wrong.

Mr. Lutey: You did say so.

Mr., Marshall: 8o he did.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: If I did
refer to machinery, it was a mistake. The
machinery we have is capable of turning out
more bricks than we are doing. -

Mr. Lutey: Why did you tell me I was
wrong}

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The ma-
chinery we have canmot turn out more bricks
during eight hours than it is doing now. If
we had an additional Hoffman kiln we could
double our production. It is not the pelicy
of the Government to further extend the
works and in the circumstances we cannot do
any more., The hom. member may not agree
with me, but that is the position. As to the
gtatement of the member for North-East
Fremantle, I believe the halance sheet for the
year is an honest one.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: So were the previous
balance sheets.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I admit
that. The balance sheet has been audited by
the Aunditor General and the price put upon
the bricks is the valuation arrived at by the
manager, They have not been written down
by my instruetions, nor by the instruetions of
anyoune else that I am aware of.

Mr. Hughes: The Auditor Gerperal is not
the person to put the value on the stocks.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But he would do it.
He would value anything,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: During
my time I bhave pot my opinions aside and
have done what I eould to make the works a
Suceess,

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: Nobody raises any
objection to that, but others did the same
hefore you got there.



1448

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The tota)
depreciation bhas been £9,676. Hon. members
must be gratified to think this concern is
paying. We are in a very good position
financially and the member for East Perth
{Mr. Hughes) need not refer to the State
Trading Concerns Act. He wil]l find that
all profits made are at the disposal of the
Treasurer, while of course if we had a loss
aml had to get money from the Treasury to
meet ‘it, we should have to pay interest
on it.

Mr. Marshall drew attention to the state
of the Commistee.

Bells rung; a quorum formed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No doubt
the pauncity of bricks referred to is very
serious for the building trade. The State
PBrickworks is not in a position to deliver
more bricks than it is deing. Great credit
is due to the manager and to those who have
helped him bring it to its present prosperous
condition.

Mr, MARSHALL: The Minister for
Works never shoulders any responsibility.

The Minister for Works: The Minister
for Works shoulders every damned bit of
responsibility.

Mr., MARSHALL: I want io complain
about the Minister, who shuffles every time
the Estimates are brought before us.

The Minister for Works: The Minister is
not on the Estimates,

Mr. MARSHALL: And it would be better
for the State if he had never been on the
floor of the House,

The CHAIRMAN: The bon.
cannot discuss the Minister.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am entitled to eriti-
cigse the administration for not having ex-
tended the brickworks,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must
gpeak to some item.

Mr. MARSHALL: Well, Item No. 1, Man-
ager, £550, will do as well as another. The
manager is general supervisor and, no doubt,
reports to the Minister the necessity for
extending the business.

The Minister for Works: He cannot build
s kiln unless I give him the money for it.

Mr. MARSHALL: And the Minister can
say, ‘I cannot build a kiln unless the Treas-
urer gives me the money.’’ The manager is
regponsible more or less. I am sorry I have
lost the opportunity to deal with the point I
wish to touch upon. The Minister has told
deliberate Hes here this evening.

The Minister for Worka: That must be
withdrawn!

Mr. MARSHALL: T will withdraw it, but
‘*Hansard’’ will prove that I am right.

The Minister for Works: I ohject to that.

Mr. MARSHALL: Well, I will pull out
the lot.

Mr. Hughes: I should like your ruling, Mr.
Chairman, as to whether hon. members are
not treating the C(hair with contempt in
going out again as soon as & quorum has
been formed. :

member

[COUNCIL.}

.. The CHAIRMAN: The general rule is that
if the Chairman believes & quorum to be with-
i the preeinets, it is all right.

The Minigter for Works: If you, Sir, do
not stop the member for Murehison (Mr.
Marshall}, I will go and break his bloody
neck, .

The CHAIRMAN: Order! T am going to
ask the Minister to withdraw that word. If
there is any more language like that I will
leave the Chair, and declare the sitting closed.
I will not sit here and be made a laughing
stock.

The Minister for Works: I will withdraw
and apologise, but I am not geing to put up
with that sort of stuff from Me, Marshall. I
call upon you to make him withdraw and
apologise.

The CIIATRMAN: I did ask the hon.
member to withdraw, and he withdrew.

The Minister for Works: And as soon as
he sat down he repeated the offensive words.

Mr. MARSHALL:: I will withdraw. What
are the wordsf?

The CHAIRMAN: I don’t know.

Mr. MARSHALL: XNor does the Minister.

Vote put and passed.
Frogress reported.

House adjourned ot 1.50 a.m. (Friday).

TLegislative Council.
Fuesday, 13th November, 1923.
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 4.30
p.tn., and read prayers.

OBITUARY—MR. PETER O’LOGHLEN,
M.L.A.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [4.33]: It is with
the deepest regret that I ask you, Mr. Presi-
dent, to permit me to move the following
motion :—

Thot this House desires {o place on re-
cord 1its sincere sympaihy and condolence
with the reletives of the late Mr. Peter
0'Loghlen, member of the Legislative As-
sembly, and that the President be requested
to forward a copy of this resolution to the
brother of the late member.



